Hatch Town Board Meeting

Hatch Town Board Meeting

January 17, 2019

Town Board Present: Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Chad Justus, Jim Kabonic, Tony Dinges, Russ Riggs

Public Present:  Becky Huntington, Guy & Raquel Thompson, Josh Nowell & associate from Ensign Engineering

Staff:  Jacie Torgersen, Kerri Justus, Kurt Sawyer, Dave Barnhurst

1. Meeting Called to Order


Mayor Eldredge called the meeting to order at 7pm.  Jacie Torgersen offered the opening prayer and Councilor Riggs led those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of December 19, 2018 Previous Minutes


Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review December Invoices, checks & financial report

Councilor Justus motioned to approve the expenditures and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.  The state sent a liquor allotment to the town that was supposed to be for the county that the town has been notified they need to send to the county.
4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 South Central Communications/Fiber Installation – Katie Fischer
Katie Fischer was unable to attend the meeting tonight because she was sick so Councilor Dinges, who works for South Central, discussed the fiber installation with the town.  South Central plans on starting in mid-March/April on the fiber installation.  This will provide 1G of service which will quadruple the capacity and speed in town.  It will take approximately 2 months to install.  It will be provided to every home that has a copper connection right now.  It won’t cost anything to have it installed to your home at this time.  If someone decided to do it later it would cost $300 because of mobilization expenses.  South Central will be using a directional drill, a small track hoe and a single work plow for installation.  They will stake out everything first, there should be approximately 2-3 pedestals per block.  Councilor Riggs was concerned about the irrigation lines since they are not something that is blue staked.  South Central will need to be aware of those.  The council would like to put a note in the water bills for February notifying property owners to move vehicles and other things out of the right of way so that South Central can access it for the installation.  This will be a good way to get people to clean up around town.  Jacie Torgersen will prepare the letter for the water bills.  The bill will go up around $7 for the 1G service from South Central.  South Central does not need any permits from the town for the installation.

5.2 Water Connection Fees for Sawyer Property
Becky Huntington wants to purchase a lot from Kurt Sawyer and bring in a modular home there.  This lot is located across the street from the John Brooks home at 256 N 100 W.  When Russell Riggs was putting in the water connection for his home they did stub a line out on the east side of the road for a connection.  It is $3,720 for the water impact fee and $1100 for a new water connection.  Becky Huntington asked if the town would be willing to waive any fees for her to help her out.  Councilor Kabonic feels like if you waive fees for one person that is opening up a can of worms and then everyone would want it.  He doesn’t feel like the town is in a position to do that.  Jacie Torgersen said that Bob Blood paid his impact fee on a payment plan and suggested that may be an option for Becky.  Councilor Riggs suggested that Dave Barnhurst check with Ben Neilson to see if there is a valve there where it was stubbed off and if it is capped?  Kurt Sawyer suggested that the town could possibly adjust the $1100 for a new water connection if some of that is already done and she just needs to have a meter put on.


5.3 EMT Certification Payment
Raquel Thompson and Andrea Barney are taking the EMT course through Garfield County.  It is $600 a piece for them to take the class.   Mayor Eldredge said that they are doing a service to the town by becoming EMT’s.  The town could really use more to respond when they are paged out.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to reimburse each of them $600 upon completing and passing the EMT Certification.  They will need to be a resident of Hatch Town and associated with Garfield County EMT’s to be reimbursed.  Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
6. Ordinances

6.1 2019-01 Meeting Ordinance
Councilor Kabonic motioned to pass 2019-01 setting the meeting date for the 3rd Wednesday of each month unless otherwise posted and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.


6.2 2019-02 Transient Room Tax Ordinance
Jacie Torgersen contacted other clerks in the state to see who has the transient room tax and if they passed it by ordinance or if it was on the ballot.  The only community who put it on the ballot, the rest passed it by ordinance.  Mrs. Torgersen had an example from Beaver of the ordinance that they just passed last week that she prepared for the town.  Mayor Eldredge also talked to ULCT legal counsel David Church and he said that the town could pass it by ordinance.  The town will need to have an open and public meeting for the community to discuss the ordinance.  This money can be used in the general fund however the town would like to use it.  The Transient Room Tax is different than the Resort Tax.  The town qualifies to charge the resort tax also but that is one that does need to be on the ballot.

Councilor Kabonic would like to see the money go in to enhancing tourism.  He doesn’t want to discourage businesses in Hatch by adding too many taxes.  Councilor Justus said if he has the choice he is going to pass the tax on to the tourist instead of paying it himself.  The town of Hatch is a tourist based town.  Councilor Dinges stated that the infrastructure does not build itself.  Guy Thompson travels a lot and anywhere that he has been that is based on tourism implements a tax of some sort like this.  He doesn’t like what it means to him as a business owner but people are not going to stop coming over a 1% tax.  Raquel Thompson doesn’t feel that Hatch needs to impose this tax just because everyone else is doing it.  Hatch doesn’t do everything that all the neighboring communities are doing.  Guy Thompson suggested that the town notify the business owners of the open and public meeting for the tax so that they will be aware.
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
There was 366,000 gallons of water used from well #4 for December 2018.  There have been three water meters that have frozen and broke: Nick Ramsay, Cassie Mack at Mugwumps and Veronica Brinkerhoff.  Councilor Kabonic feels that it would be cheaper to have all the meters insulated than buying new meters.  Dave Barnhurst said that on the computer it looks like there is another leak in town.  He is trying to track it down.  He will look at Riverside and Blackburn propane to begin with.  The leak will be hard to find in the snow.  He will check the meters and put more insulation in as he can.  Cassie Mack needs to be notified that her water is shut off because of her break.

Dave Barnhurst attended a continuing education class and learned that if anyone with a pump is hooked up to the town’s water system like last fall the police need to be notified.  When they are hooked up they have more pressure than the whole system and could contaminate the town’s water system.

7.2 Fire Department-
There was not a meeting held this month.


7.3 Road Department-
Russell Riggs did some repairs on the snowplow but there is going to have to be some maintenance done on it this year.  There have been some street lights replaced on Main Street with LED bulbs.  The LED lights shine down instead of out like the older lights.


7.4 Parks & Recreation-
There was a good turnout for the Bunco party and it went well.  Easten Torgersen is planning on putting together the new picnic tables for his Eagle Scout project.


7.5 Grants-
Ensign Engineering was in attendance to give an update on what they are working on for the town.  The funding meeting for CIB for the general plan will be in February, a town representative should plan on being in attendance.

They have reached out to UDOT concerning the town’s desire to ask for funding to help with the main street project but UDOT has not responded.

The town did turn in their projects to the Five County Association to be on the Capital Project List to be considered for CIB funding.  The general plan is now 4th on the list.  The main street project and the water tank on are the list for 3-5 year plan.


7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission


7.6.a  Planning & Zoning Development Standards
The planning & zoning commission held a meeting and there were three members in attendance.  They will have the development standards ready for the February meeting.  The planning & zoning will also review Gib Clark’s proposal so they can have a recommendation for the town council.

8. Unfinished Business

9. New Business
The next meeting will be held on February 27th.  This is the 3th Wednesday instead of the 3rd since two councilors will be out of town on the 3rd.  The council needs to remember and the planning & zoning chairman that they need to attend 10 meetings out of the year for compensation.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Kabonic motioned to adjourn and Councilor Dinges 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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