


ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 17, 2019
REGULAR MEETING - 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.   

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Dan’l Lindsay, Lenza Wilson, Marlene Stowe, Louise Barnes, City Attorney Barry Huntington and City Treasurer
Debbie Allen. City Recorder Stephanie Steed was excused. 

Also present were Wade Barney, Terrence Tontlewicz, Simone Griffin, Jessi Kraettli, 
David Kraettli, Kaden Figgins and Falyn Owens. 

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PERSONAL COMMENTS
WADE BARNEY 
Mr. Barney said he wanted to thank the City Employees for all they do for the residents of Escalante. Mr. Barney thanked the City Council and Mayor Torgersen for their service to the Community of Escalante. Mr. Barney said he is going to make a greater effort to attend the meetings to show his support of the City Council and Mayor Torgersen. Mr. Barney wants the City Council to know he is willing to help in any way he can. 

Mr. Barney said he feels the deer in the City limits is a problem and will just keep increasing if something isn’t done. 

JESSI KRAETTLI
Mrs. Kraettli said the last time she attended City Council a contribution was made for Toys for Tots. Mrs. Kraettli said she would like to donate to our local Christmas donation fund. Mayor Torgersen explained the Toys for Tots will included all of Garfield County. Mayor Torgersen said we do have the Angle Tree you may donate to and it is for Escalante families. Mayor Torgersen said she would give Mrs. Kraettli the information after the meeting. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Council member Graham made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Wilson, Graham, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye.




APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 03, 2019 MEETING
Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 03, 2019 
meeting as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Wilson, Graham, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES 
MARCIE HOFFMAN – LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT – 500 WEST 805 SOUTH
Council member Stowe explained this project to the Council. Council member Stowe said this project meets all requirements. Planning and Zoning said Ms. Hoffman needs to provide an easement to both properties. Council member Stowe said the ditch cannot be used as an easement. This item was discussed at length. Council member Barnes made a motion to approve the Lot Line Adjustment for Ms. Hoffman pending proof is shown for easements to the property. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Graham, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye.

MARCIE HOFFMAN – SINGLE PARCEL SPLIT – 191 WEST MAIN STREET
Council member Stowe explained this project. Council member Stowe said there is sufficient acreage for the Single Parcel Split. Council member Stowe said the water meter will stay with the house. Council member Stowe said Ms. Hoffman was informed this cannot be split again for five years. This item was discussed at length. Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning recommends the approval to the City Council. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Ms. Hoffman. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Lindsay, Graham, Stowe and Wilson voting aye.

LYTLE SIGNS – COTTAM OIL COMPANY – REPLACE EXISTING CANOPY AND 2 NEW SIGNS – 80 EAST MAIN
Council member Stowe explained this project to the Council. Council member Stowe this project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended the approval to the City Council. Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Lytle Signs and Cottam Oil. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Graham, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye.

SCHEDULED ITEMS
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS LISTS
Mayor Torgersen said the Capital Improvements Lists needs to be updated annually. Mayor Torgersen said the Council needs to look at the projects we are interested in doing and put them as our high priority project. Mayor Torgersen explained in order to apply for CDBG and CIB grants the City needs to have the Capital Improvements Lists. Mayor Torgersen said the water system improvements, new fire truck and Multi-Purpose Center was through the Capital 


Improvements Lists to receive grant funding. Mayor Torgersen read last year’s Capital Improvements Lists. Mayor Torgersen said our General Plan needs to be top priority on the list. Commissioner Graham explained the water leaving the storage tanks (SCADA) . Council member Graham said this is mandated by the state and needs to be high priority. Council member Wilson said drainage is a real problem for the City. Council member Lindsay said the City has a real problem with drainage now that the irrigation ditches have been removed. Council member Lindsay said the New Multi-Purpose Center is lower than the road and this will be a concern for flooding. Council member Barnes said she would like to talk with Council member Lindsay and do sections of the City at a time for drainage grants. Council member Barnes said the cost for drainage will be costly. This item was discussed at length. Mayor Torgersen read the Capital Improvements Lists as follows: One year Capital Improvements Lists - H1 General Plan,
H1 Scada, H2 Drainage. Two to Five year Capital Improvements Lists – H1 Science Center/Heritage Center, H2 Development of City Water Springs, M2 Main Street Improvements.   Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the Capital Improvements Lists as read. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Barnes, Lindsay, Stowe and Wilson voting aye.    

FALYN OWENS – GARFIELD COUNTY TOURISM YEAR END REPORT
Ms. Owens presented the Year End Review Report to the Council (attached).Ms. Owens said tourism was up three percent this year. Ms. Owens said the last two or three years tourism has been up twenty percent. Ms. Owens said there were a lot of campaigns for tourism throughout the state and she feels this is why tourism in Garfield County wasn’t as high this year. Ms. Owens said there is a $106,000.00 grant for marketing available. Ms. Owens said the applications are due January 10, 2020 to January 31, 2020. Ms. Owens said looking ahead in 2020 the tourism slogan will be “Bryce and Beyond”. Ms. Owens said the council is planning a Scavenger Hunt using the different kiosk in Garfield County and are asking local businesses to become involved. Ms. Owens said they are working on a summer program to get the kids and families excited about hiking in Garfield County. Ms. Owens said the instructions will be handed out the end of the school year. Ms. Owens said at the completion of every hike they will receive a stamp. Ms. Owens said a Rewards Party would be held at the Garfield County Fairgrounds at the end of summer. Ms. Owens said the students could be ambassadors with the information they gain. Council member Barnes asked about events being advertised on Bryce Valley High School marquee. Ms. Owens said that would be handled through the school principal.

KADEN FIGGINS
Mr. Figgins said he is available to meet with the Planning and Zoning and City Council upon request. Mr. Figgins said the Monument Museum is still in process. This was discussed at length. Mr. Figgins said the Fast Track Grant is gone and is hoping to be replaced with Rural Grant. Mayor Torgersen thanked Mr. Figgins for being so helpful and available to the City.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Treasurer Allen said she wanted to thank the City Council for sending Recorder Steed and 


herself to the GRAMA and Records Retention Workshop in Panguitch. The group was small at the workshop and very good. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen thanked Council member Wilson for the Christmas Train. Mayor Torgersen said it makes Christmas in Escalante. Mayor Torgersen said she would like to have a night, next year, for a Christmas Light Parade and have the Christmas Train and other decorated vehicles parade down Main Street and end at the City Park for hot chocolates and doughnuts. Mayor Torgersen asked the Council members to consider this for next year. Mayor Torgersen asked Council member Wilson if he receives enough donations for the fuel for the Christmas Train. Council member Wilson said the community is very generous and this helps a lot for fuel and lights.

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said Fred Spencer said the wind sock at the airport needs to be replaced. Council member Barnes said the wind sock is expensive but very important for safety.

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has only been doing City maintenance. Council member Wilson said a person stopped him and said they would like to make a donation of one half the cost to the City for more Christmas decorations across Main Street. Council member Wilson said there are some spots that the City could hang more swags across Main Street.

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time.

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time.

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay said he has received a lot of deer complaints this year. Council member Lindsay will talk to the DNR about deer control in the City Limits again this year. Council member Lindsay said he would like to have this put on the next City Council Agenda.
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UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Wilson made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Graham          seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Barnes, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 



EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session needed at this time.
 
Council member Stowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6: 45 p.m.
Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.



_____________________________________
Debbie Allen / City Treasurer
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