Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, October 16, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Shawn Crane, Blake Donaldson, Scott Reid, and Rod Taylor, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, City Treasurer JoAnn Taylor, Parks and Cemetery Supt. Matt Reber, Public Works Supt. Donald Childs, Pool Manager Kevin Havey, Planning Commission Secretary Karen Prisbrey, Planning Commission Chairman Janelle Overly, Planning Commission Member Jay Clayton, Planning Commission Member Shane Knudsen, Mark Henline with the Gunnison Gazette, Principal Trevor Powell, and Citizens: Justen Mellor, Stella Hill, Brian Sorensen, Wade Anderson, Robert Childs, Pam Larsen, Kent Larsen, Jorgan Jensen, Seth Hendrickson, Marlo Taylor, Dallas Overly, Joey Crane, Stella Hill, Andy Hill, Mike Wanner, Ron Christenson, Jeralyn Young, Debbie Greener, Justen Mellor, Michelle Hill, Courtney Crane, Brett Hunt, Kim Jensen, Shannon McArthur, Kasey Petersen, Frank Pike, Shawn Sorensen, and Richard Nay
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Andy Hill
Hospital Report Regarding Cost and Quality of Ambulance Calls, Brian Murray, CFO, Gunnison Valley Hospital
Brian Murray was unable to attend tonight.  This will be tabled to a future meeting.

Public Comment

Stella Hill reported she had attended a luncheon yesterday and had people asking about the G-Hill project. She stated she had explained to them it was just a concept plan at this point.  She pointed out she was in favor of small improvements at the G-Hill; a walking path, a 4-wheeler trail, etc.  She wanted to make it clearly known, she thought it could be something really good for this community.  Stella exclaimed what a great thing the River Walk ended up being for the community.
Ron Christenson stated he had sat through the city’s budget meeting, and brought up the $7,000 budgeted for the BMX complex. He felt the BMX track wasn't utilized by the public, and wondered why the city would budget for that, but have a problem with putting any money into the G-Hill project that so many people would utilize.  He agreed with Stella in that the city wouldn’t have to dump hundreds of thousands of dollars into the project.  Ron commented the G-Hill was something that was the city's, but if they didn't do something with it then they could lose it.  When Councilmember Reid questioned what happened with the proposed lease, Mayor Nay responded there wasn’t anything going on with the lease at this time, and they were working with the committee to get a plan put together.  USU was currently in the middle of their semester, and would be working on the plan along with anyone else that would like to be involved with the process.  Mayor Nay stated that having that kind of a community engagement was an important thing, and this was all possible because of a grant Andy Hill had written.  Mayor Nay informed the Council this would be pursued in January; there was still a lot of the process they needed to go through.  She hoped for an open and transparent process.

Andy Hill gave a history of what had happened so far while working on this project.  He remarked it began three and a half years ago when Curtis Anderson came home from his mission in Rapid City and reported there was a hill that had been developed with trails, biking, etc.  Curtis had questioned why Gunnison City couldn’t do something similar with the G-Hill area. The Mayor at that time, Mayor Blackham, wanted to find out who owned the land and did the research to find out SITLA owned the land.  Andy then contacted the SITLA office in Richfield to find out the rules and what the city could do with this land.  He stated SITLA's purpose was to make money off their lands then they give money back to the schools.  The first proposal was for 1,000 acres, and SITLA had come back with a cost for a lease that size, and there was a type of lease that could be set up on a year to year basis.  SITLA said the state had some money in an ATV fund that could offset the cost by 75%.  He mentioned the city council had held one or two public hearings to get the public’s opinion on the project, then went back to SITLA.  The last time they went to SITLA, they shrunk that 1,000 acres down to 300 acres, and the lease was figured at $2,250 for one year.  He felt after a matter of time, that specific financial responsibility would go away if the committee had enough money to fund it, however, it had to be a municipality or a private organization to sponsor this project.  He pointed out the discussions they had had regarding the options of whether to purchase the land or lease the land based on the grant they had applied for.  To his knowledge the city did not get the grant, and he didn't know the purpose of the grant was to have them help the city develop a site plan, financing plan and marketing plan.  It was to determine what the vision of this project was for the city.  Andy noted this was only the first part of the vision, and if this wasn't what they thought it should look like then that was okay because it was only a vision.  Andy stated there wasn’t anyone who used the G-Hill more than he did.  The G-Hill was not in the city limits, and there had been no legal leasings or anything that had been contracted with this property.  Mayor Nay acknowledged there had been no costs incurred to the city for this project at this point in time.  If the city wanted to do anything with it then it was up to the Council.  He thought they could do something to make the city better and make this area safer for
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 people to use.  Andy reiterated they were only in the planning stages and for this to go further it would have to go through the Council.  Andy reminded the Council they had agreed they would only move forward if they were awarded the grant, and if they didn't get it then they wouldn't go any further.  As far as he knew the city was not awarded the grant, and there was nothing to move forward at this point.  

Debbie Greener had a few questions for Councilmembers Taylor, Reid and Donaldson regarding the election campaign.  She presented four questions: 1. what they meant by “take care of what we have”, and how do we do that without spending money, 2. what was meant by “no G-Hill development” as Andy had explained there was no program or projects proposed, 3. What is unnecessary spending, are there specific examples, and 4. A tax increase is mentioned, why mention a tax increase if there was no tax increase discussed.  Councilmember Donaldson addressed the conversation held during the Council’s budget hearing this year when it was noted the city hadn’t had a tax increase for a long, long time.  Councilmember Andersen stated that it was only a comment.  Councilmember Taylor responded it had been mentioned that the taxes should be increased because they hadn’t been increased for such a long time.  Councilmember Reid remarked they had been asked if they were in support of a tax increase, and they basically were not in favor of this.  Councilmember Donaldson brought up the fact Gunnison City was the second highest property tax rate in Sanpete County with Moroni being the highest.  Mayor Nay responded that was because Gunnison City didn’t own their own power company.  Councilmember Reid brought up the fact there were different businesses within the city that paid property taxes to help fill that loss.  Councilmember Taylor announced there was a lot they could do before they should entertain a tax increase.  He suggested they look at all of the programs in the city to see if they were doing the best job they could for the citizens or if they could be doing some things more efficiently.  There were several interruptions from the audience, and the three Councilmembers were not allowed to adequately finish answering the questions.
Councilmember Taylor referred back to the G-Hill concept plan noting the plans scared him.  He stated he had just returned from Rapid City and viewed the area mentioned by Andy Hill that had more or less started this whole conversation with Curtis Anderson.  Councilmember Taylor indicated Rapid City had a population of 75,000 people to utilize their development, and the area was green and full of pine trees, which was not indicative of the G-Hill area at all.  He felt this plan would limit the usage of the G-Hill.  Andy Hill responded that was the whole purpose of the process, and they were trying to come up with ideas.

Frank Pike questioned how many people actually utilized the G-Hill.  Supt. Reber relayed the information he had recently gathered with a trail cam system he had set up, and noted there had been 64 people in 90 days with 24 of them coming up from the high school in a high school suburban to work on a service project.  He listed those that frequented the hill, and noted if their usage was subtracted from the totals, that didn’t leave many more that used the area.  Andy Hill questioned how many people had utilized the BMX track noting the city couldn’t pay for a private club to use an area.  Councilmember Donaldson commented the BMX track was the only thing the city had that paid for itself in revenues brought in for the events held there.  
Councilmember Taylor reminded the Council of the public hearings that had been held regarding the G-Hill, and he felt the majority of the people were against it.  Mayor Nay reiterated the committee would be formed, and put all of this together to be presented to the council.  She noted how helpful it would be to have people on the committee that frequently utilized the G-Hill.  Ron Christenson stated he would like to be on the committee.  Andy Hill insisted they just wanted to try to make the community a better place, and would like to do it as a city
Shannon McArthur voiced his concerns about the short length of the trails planned for bicycles on the concept plans.  He and some of his friends had already built a track by the gun range that was much more conducive for bicycle riders, and had a much longer length.  They usually ride 5-10 miles, and anything shorter wouldn’t work for any of them.  Shannon felt the city was asking for trouble due to the fact the motorcycles would have access to a trail built on the G-Hill and the trails would be ruined.  He felt there wasn’t a police car in town that would be able to go up there and patrol it.

Councilmember Reid would like to see attention paid to the roads and sidewalks that were already in need rather than to go out and build more things that would need maintenance.  Michelle Hill thought there was a way to make this work and brought up the safety concerns she had for her children when they were on the G-Hill.  She brought up the erosion that had taken place on some of the hills in that area.  She would like to see a professional come in and see what could be done to make it safer.  Michelle referred to all of the history associated with the G-Hill and the beauty of the area including the view of the valley from that point. 
Brett Hunt read a letter he had prepared for the Council voicing his opinions and concerns.  This is attached to the minutes as “Attachment A”.
8:00 p.m. Shawn Sorensen and Richard Nay arrived.
8:15 p.m. Jay Clayton arrived. 
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Kent Larsen thanked the Mayor and Council for serving the community.  He acknowledged how much it took to put themselves out to serve in this position, and hoped at the end that everyone could stand behind them.  Kent commented on the picturesque view Gunnison Valley residents have as they come down the hill as they drove into town, and felt there weren’t many people that had that opportunity as they drove into their hometowns.  He also recognized the top of the G-Hill as one of the other great picturesque views in Gunnison.  Kent proceeded to summarize the research he had done, and what some of the other cities were doing to develop trail systems.  He mentioned cycling was probably going to be the next sport to become a sanctioned sport for the schools.  The idea of Gunnison City becoming a destination was discussed further.  Kent commented the other cities wanted to make a trail system like the River Walk Gunnison already had.  He explained how these trail systems had come about in other cities and the citizens that had come together to make it happen.  In other cities, they had made trails on BLM land, and as they started to cut the trails, the BLM appreciated the area that had been cleared.  When he asked the city managers from other cities if they had had any trouble managing them, their response was that there were no police records except for the accidents that had occurred.  They had also informed him there hadn’t been much litter either.  Kent described the Pioneer Trail developed in Manti noting there were horses that utilized it as well as bikes.  They had informed Kent they were trying to look at a holistic way of recreation feeling that was the direction they needed to go.  He acknowledged his excitement to view the concept plan, and gave his approval of the planning. Kent relayed the Manti Fire Dept. had helped the kids dig the trails on Manti’s system, and he saw kids walking the paths a lot.  Kent commented on the roads, and stated the city couldn’t stop progressing, looking at new ideas, and trying to solve problems. The acreage of the proposed usage area was discussed as well as the possibility of hosting bike rallies on trails that were temporarily developed on a need basis.  He relayed the comments he heard from some parents of the students he dealt with all of the time; they think their kids have too much screen time, and the parents want to get them out of the house for outdoor activities.  Mayor Nay commented the concept of doing this kind of a plan was cheap.  Kent mentioned the motorcycles hadn’t really been much of a problem in the other cities’ trails.  Shane Knudsen stated the Wasatch Trail was one of the best trails he had seen, and they hadn’t had any troubles with motorcycles.  Kent would like the city to look at this project as holistic recreation, and stated he was willing to be a part of it.  He didn’t have all of the right answers, but was willing to help.
Jeralyn Young read a prepared letter in support of Mayor Nay and the project.  This will be attached to the minutes as “Attachment B”.
8:30 p.m. Courtney Crane arrived.
Mayor Nay announced the city was working in continued improvements, and had just been awarded a $200,000 grant to pave a sidewalk on 200 East.  Kent mentioned there was a big push to do away with daylight savings so there could be a lot of students walking to school in the dark, and that sidewalk would be a great thing.

Wade Anderson proceeded to summarize a letter from Curtis Anderson regarding his support for the G-Hill development.  He was unable to read the entire letter due to the time constraint.  This letter will be attached to the minutes as “Attachment C”.  Wade was in agreement with Curtis’s opinion.
Justen Mellor felt the community had a treasure sitting up on the G-Hill, and stressed the importance of having those treasured icons in the city such as the army gun at the park and the G-Hill.  He explained he worked with a lot of recovering addicts and depressed people, and how much exercise helped in so many ways.  He commented on his love for the G-Hill as well.  He felt this development would improve it, and noted it was a community thing and community involvement was very important in putting this together.  He reminded the Council of his involvement with the United We March that had been put together the last couple of years, and he had learned when a dream and a passion was involved, it would be successful.
Mike Wanner voiced his confusion about what this meeting was for.  He felt the city needed to go through a certain process which included the plans, costs, total projection, etc.  The community needed to come together, and he felt this needed to come to a vote.  It sounded to him that this wasn’t going to cost the city anything, and if it turned into something really good, then why would they be against it.  He stated he wouldn’t be using a trail that was just a mile long, and would like to see a trail that was at least 6-10 miles.
Kasey Petersen questioned what happened if nothing happened or what would happen if SITLA sold it.  Andy Hill responded with an analogy to help put this into an understandable perspective in that nothing would really happen, but if someone else bought it, the community’s access may be cut off.  Andy stated even if the city leased it, it would still be up for sale, and someone could purchase it at any given time.  Mayor Nay commented on the erosion factor noting if nothing were to be done, it would continue to degrade, and becomes less of a value for the community.
Councilmember Reid questioned the comments he had heard regarding the fact this wasn’t going to cost the city any money.  He reported on some figures he had researched regarding a cost to develop the road that was shown on the concept plan from the Indian Road up to the G.  He figured this was 1.3 miles which came out to 6,864 running feet, and reported when he checked with a couple of 
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estimators, they let him know it would be a minimum of $3,000 per 100 feet to put a 12-foot width gravel road in.  If the road were to be an 18-foot road where two cars could pass each other, it would run the cost up to $4,000 per 100 feet.  Councilmember Reid figured this up to approximately $206,000 just to put in a gravel road.  Andy Hill commented that was assuming things were done as the concept plan was figured.  A comment was made by an audience member that if the city could obtain a grant then that cost should be covered.  Councilmember Reid reported most grants required a match from the city, and the amount reported was only for the road.  Mayor Nay stated those items would be discussed after a concept plan and a proposal were put together, and the funding opportunities were looked at. 
Mayor Nay explained these bike trails are becoming the “in thing” throughout the State of Utah, in fact, she would be attending a workshop in St. George next week that would be teaching how to build trails.  Councilmember Crane stressed the importance of making this project scalable, something the city could afford.  Then they could look at the next section of it, and determine the costs to develop the second phase and possibly move forward with that.  He stated the thought never was to do the whole thing at one time, but to make an intelligent decision and do what the city could afford.

Kent mentioned the recent bike jamboree held in Glenwood where there were over 1,500 people that attended, and they were looking at generating over $1 million dollars.  He would like Gunnison to look at the possibilities of development.  He would like to see Gunnison be a destination for people to come.  Councilmember Reid commented those people that attend those bike jamborees liked to ride four to five hours, and would need some longer trails than what they were discussing at the G-Hill.  Mayor Nay announced the Sanpete County Economic Development would like to work on a trail system such as that, and it could entail a very little investment to make that happen.  She felt it was all becoming.  There weren’t enough bike trails, but they could connect onto many of the other surrounding trails.  Councilmember Andersen commented on the Hooked-on Utah program he had seen last week that highlighted the 12-mile area, and how impressive it was.
Jorgan Jensen relayed the concerns he had as a young businessman in town, and he felt there had to be a way to have roads in the city.  Without roads, a lot of the citizens wouldn’t be here.  He felt all of the surrounding communities had a reason for people to go there, but the majority of people that were building weren’t coming to Gunnison.  He didn’t think the growth was happening in Gunnison.  He was concerned for the next 20-30 years in the valley.  He didn’t believe they were asking to put out thousands and thousands of dollars now, but rather to start with a concept plan.  Jorgan addressed the many comments he received from people who shopped at his store stating how good the city park and Main Street looked.  Mayor Nay thanked everyone who attended the meeting tonight to voice their opinions and appreciated the community involvement. 

Kent reiterated that the way to do things was to come together and find the better way to do things.  Councilmember Reid reminded the Council of his statement when this discussion began three years ago to help with the development noting the offer still stood for him to use his own backhoe to improve the area, but emphasized he was not for spending taxpayer’s money to develop this project.

Andy Hill mentioned the $2,000 the city received from the car show organization, and wasn’t sure, but thought the city should still have that set aside to go towards a lease.  Mayor Nay announced the SITLA Board had been invited to Gunnison City to view the area of the G-Hill.  She noted they appreciated the invite and the hospitality.  Mayor Nay stated she would leave the G-Hill concept plans in the little conference room for people to inspect at their own convenience.
Update on Status of Pressurized Irrigation Water ~ Councilmember Andersen

Councilmember Andersen reported the irrigation water system would be turned off next week.  He advised everyone get their trees watered before that.  Recorder Braithwaite would send out a mass text to inform the citizens.
Proposed Approval of Donation to the Sanpete Food Pantry

Councilmember Donaldson addressed the concerns of everyone at the recent Mayors & Commissioners meeting regarding the Sanpete Food Pantry.  They were informed of the many thousands of families they feed throughout the county.  Councilmember Crane stated he couldn’t think of a better thing than to feed the needy.  The council donation budget was discussed as well as the previous donations made to the Sanpete Food Pantry and the recommended donation from the Sanpete Food Pantry Manager.  Recorder Braithwaite listed the expenditures the pantry faced at this time.
Councilmember Crane made the motion to donate $400 to the Sanpete Food Pantry.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.
Discuss G-Hill Development and Procedures with Proposed Approval ~ Councilmember Taylor and Councilmember Reid
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Councilmember Taylor thanked everyone for their attendance, and the good discussion held regarding the proposed G-Hill development.  He explained his feelings toward the project noting he felt it could be utilized without any further development, and let it be known the plans scared him to death, let alone the money that would need to be spent for the improvements.  He brought up all of the other needs and priorities within the city that he saw.  He would like to see the lease looked into further if it needed to be secured, and see where it went from there then the concept plan could be brought together.   He was in favor of securing the lease, but was not in favor of throwing money at the G-Hill without getting some of the discussed items done first.  He thought it was a good idea to get a concept plan and receive the public’s input before it comes to a vote, but there are other priorities he felt should come first.  He liked the sidewalk idea, but felt one of the high priorities was to have a storm drain system in place or they would have trouble with the drainage from the sidewalks.  He noted if the people didn’t get involved with the G-Hill project then maybe it wasn’t something they were interested in.  Mayor Nay gave her perception in thinking the committee would come up with the ideas and plans, and when those ideas were worked out then they would be brought to the council.  Councilmember Taylor stated it had been three years so far, and questioned where they were at and who was driving this development.  Mayor Nay stated it was her perception the committee would come up with a concept, noting part of that concept was about funding and where do they go from here.  Once those ideas are worked out with some different options, they would bring those to the Council and hold the necessary public hearings to see where things will go.   When asked why it was taking three years to work on a lease by Councilmember Taylor, Andy Hill responded there was never any support for it.  Andy mentioned they were asking for the financial support from the state at that time, but if that was the direction the Council would like to go now, then maybe the committee could pursue that or other options including seeking out other sponsors such as Sanpete County.  If the Council gave the committee the authority to pursue other sponsors then that may work as well.  Mayor Nay announced according to Brandon Stocksdale with the NPS, the city probably would have been granted $10,000 to purchase the G-Hill had that been requested.  She believed it would have been approximately 35 acres at that time.  The discussion continued regarding the options of leasing the area.  Andy figured a lease would cost somewhere between $6,000-$7,000 for a one- year lease for 338 acres.   Councilmember Taylor felt they really didn’t know what the costs were.  Andy mentioned what the cost was about a year ago noting they would have to have a cultural survey done which brought the fees to about $7,500.  Mayor Nay stated there wasn't support for the committee so it was tabled at that time.  Councilmember Donaldson stated the first thing that needed to happen was to get a committee formed and a plan developed for the entire community.  Andy would like the city to find a way to secure the land; determine how much land they wanted to secure and determine how much money they wanted to spend.  

Brett Hunt reminded the Council of their discussion at a previous meeting of advertising for interested citizens to serve on this committee then voting on the members to be on the committee.  He hadn’t seen it advertised and suggested an advertisement be put out in the Gunnison newspaper.
Andy questioned if the Council wanted oversight of that committee or just let a committee plan and decide then bring the ideas to the Council.  Andy felt if the Council had oversight, they would never come to a conclusion.  He suggested they do it completely independent, and if they couldn't get organized then it wouldn't happen.  Mayor Nay stated there would need to be a certain level of oversight by Gunnison City, and Councilmember Crane had been appointed to be over trails.  Mayor Nay would like this added to the next agenda.

Supt. Reber felt as long as a committee existed then it would happen.  He discussed the history of the BMX track and how it came to be.  Brett Hunt suggested the city put an RV park up to the BMX track and get some money coming in.  He noted Richfield had a track, and they did pretty good on it.  Councilmember Crane mentioned the BMX track in Gunnison was one of the best tracks around when it was up and running.  Supt. Reber stated the national finals had been held there, and it was one of the best tracks in the state.  Councilmember Crane thought there was an opportunity to get more people out and utilizing the RC airport.

Councilmember Taylor referred back to the G-Hill noting the city would be interested in being sponsors, but they needed to know what the numbers were.  Andy declared if the city was not interested then they would go somewhere else.  Councilmember Crane suggested they get a committee together, and thought the 4th of July auction would be a great opportunity to raise funds to help put this together.  He thought there was enough passion with people in the valley that they could get a lot of in-kind labor as well to help with the development.  There were a lot of people with a vision and a love for the G-Hill.  Councilmember Reid stated he would bring his own backhoe and pay for his own gas to help put something together.  Councilmember Crane expressed his desire to get a committee together then let them get a plan put together, and if it got to the point of involving a lot of money then put it to the public for a vote.  He reminded the Council that was what pushed the pool forward, and this could become as big of a project as they made it.  Councilmember Reid wanted to be sure everyone remembered the costs that would be involved with the maintenance and policing of the area after it had been developed.  Andy stated there wasn’t any policing or maintenance right now.  Councilmembers Taylor, Reid and Donaldson stated they were against the G-Hill concept plan that had been presented at the last meeting.  Councilmember Taylor stated there was a reality and a dream right here, but the reality was that he didn’t believe in a city doing everything for the people and unlocking the gates and telling them to enjoy.  He reiterated the fact they needed to get the people involved and see what they were willing to do.   Mayor Nay suggested they develop a committee and move forward with the process mentioned.  Councilmember Taylor voiced his concerns that it had taken three years to get to this point, and not much had been done.  Andy declared there had 
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been zero support from the Council.  Mayor Nay would like to move forward with this and get things ready to put them in a position to apply for grants in March and April.
9:00 p.m. Andy Hill left.
Debbie Greener suggested the concept plans be left out for the citizens to review noting they were designed by a student, and were only concept plans, a possibility.  Mayor Nay reiterated that point noting these plans were only a “blue sky” idea. 
Discuss Sidewalk Maintenance Project – Possible Neighborhood Participation and Prioritization of Sidewalks with Proposed Approval ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay informed the Council a decision had been made a while back to put $50,000 a year into sidewalks.  She asked the council to come up with a sidewalk plan; either new sidewalks needed or old ones that needed to be replaced.  Mayor Nay reviewed the sidewalks she had looked at, and stated the city’s maintenance crew would be able to replace some of them.  The sidewalks were done in 1922, and they could be replaced for $12 per linear foot.  Brian Sorensen questioned if he could do a 4' sidewalk.  Mayor Nay answered the standard size was 5' which would accommodate ADA accessibility.  Brian Sorensen brought up the problems a 5’ sidewalk would create in front of his home with the fire hydrant and utilities, and couldn’t see anything larger than a 4’ sidewalk working at his location.  Mayor Nay remarked those things would have to be taken into consideration.  Mayor Nay stressed the importance of keeping them all compliant not only for the fact of those that needed them, but also because of the federal funds received for the B&C road money that helped fund these projects.  
Mayor Nay stated the plan right now was to replace worn out existing sidewalks, but questioned if someone was interested in putting in a sidewalk or if they knew of people in their neighborhood that were interested in putting sidewalks in, this may be a good thing to explore.  Councilmember Taylor would like to get a street design so the city knew what they were doing.  The utilities in the streets were discussed with Councilmember Taylor reiterating the importance of having a design for the size of the streets.  He noted the Planning Commission had already discussed this need and recommended it to the council to move forward.
Mayor Nay reviewed the existing sidewalks that had been recommended for replacement along with the costs and contingency money involved.  
Review City Code with Discussion Regarding Code Enforcement ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay reported Chief McCall had come up with an idea regarding code enforcement for both Gunnison and Centerfield Cities, and had presented that idea at the last Police Board meeting.  Centerfield and Gunnison were both in need of a Code Enforcement Officer, and he suggested the two cities send one person to a five-week Post Certification training for Code Enforcement, and share the expense for that training then utilize them for both cities afterwards.  Mayor Nay commented the City really didn’t have anyone to enforce the codes when someone was out of compliance, and all they have the capability of doing is sending a letter since there really wasn’t anyone to enforce the ordinances.  Councilmember Taylor felt the City Code already allowed for the penalties for code enforcement.  Mayor Nay commented it had always been a struggle in citing the offenders, and after talking with Mayor Sorensen in Centerfield, they were interested in helping Gunnison foot the bill for a Code Enforcement Officer.  She noted the city had one person already on staff that may be a consideration to send for Post Certification if the Council agreed to it.  The Post training would be free, but the wages, room and board were not free.   It was also suggested this person handle the animal control along with the code enforcement.   Councilmember Taylor suggested this code enforcement be brought up when Bruce Parker comes down to the work meeting on the 20th to get some clarification on the city code for this.  Councilmember Taylor would like a better idea of how to enforce the code and get some of the cleanup that we need done.  He felt this would help him to understand what they would need a Code Enforcement Officer to do, what the city needed to do and what it was going to take.  Mayor Nay indicated the city had always taken the position this was more of an educational matter than a citation so having someone assigned to that position may get the city moving forward on this.  Councilmember Taylor explained Bruce Parker would be coming down to give updates on the legislative changes that affected the city’s ordinances.   He also recognized a list of items regarding future land use development within the city that had been brought up to be discussed with him while he was here.  Mayor Nay acknowledged this could take some time to work through this.  

Discuss Proposed Employee Christmas Party

It was decided to hold the Employee Christmas party on Monday, December 2, 2019, at the City Hall.  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned the Staff had volunteered to cook the meal again this year.
9:23 p.m. Stella Hill left.
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Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the Employee Christmas party for Monday, December 2, 2019 at 6:00 pm at the Gunnison City Hall.  Councilmember Crane seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.
Discuss Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation ~ Councilmember Donaldson

Councilmember Donaldson would be meeting with Zach Leavitt at Six County to look at the Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation.  He was hoping Zach would be able to give the city some ideas in putting this together.  He would like to see another councilmember involved with this to be sure they covered all of the areas needed.  Councilmember Donaldson suggested the Council read through the information given and give him any feedback they may have on the matter.  Brian Sorensen with the Fire Dept. suggested they have a representative from the Fire Dept. with them when this discussion took place.  Councilmember Donaldson agreed that would be a good idea.  Councilmember Donaldson reviewed the Mitigation Strategy Guide.  Councilmember Crane volunteered to help Councilmember Donaldson with this.

Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, September 4, 2019 and Wednesday, October 2, 2019

Mayor Nay referred to the Wednesday, October 2, 2019 minutes noting under “Future Items”, where it stated “the Roots to Routes Conference was discussed with Mayor Nay asking Councilmember Crane if he would like to attend”.  Mayor Nay would like to be sure it is noted that she would be attending the conference.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, September 4, 2019 and Wednesday, October 2, 2019 with the proposed corrections.  Councilmember Reid seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.

Future Items

Library:  Councilmember Reid reported Library Board meeting would be held November 5th.

Pool:  Councilmember Crane had attended a Pool Committee meeting and there had been some good suggestions for upcoming pool items.  The party room had been painted, and it looked great.  One of the committee member's nieces had painted the party room for a small fee, and it was well worth it.  A black Friday discount on the season passes was discussed noting quantity was their idea for that. Councilmember Crane commended Manager Havey for the great job he had done in taking care of all the maintenance at the pool.  He also applauded his expertise in rebuilding pumps and keeping them going.  The committee seemed to be functioning well.  Brett Hunt suggested the little storage room by the pool have some type of spiking installed on the roof so the kids couldn’t climb up on the top.  This was duly noted.
Mayors & Commissioners:  Councilmember Blake had attended the recent Mayors & Commissioners meeting, and one of the topics brought up by a representative from Congressman Stewart’s Office was how concerned they were with the country and everything that was going on.  Congressman Stewart was on an intel committee and read everything that went through President Trump.  Senator Lee was pretty much the same, and sat on a senate judicial committee in which he would be coming through on a tour with Black Hawk helicopters.  He reported the landfill was still taking tires at no charge for now, but after another two or three weeks when they are all picked up, they will charge for them after that.  Councilmember Donaldson had gone around to the local businesses/garages make them aware of that.  
Safety Grant:  Recorder Braithwaite gave an update on the Employee Health and Safety Incentive Program started approximately one year ago.  She noted the 4 ½% cost savings they had received on their workers compensation insurance for participating with this program and the safety grant they had received the last three years.  She reported on the site inspection from ULGT and the items that had been in violation mentioning almost all of them had been cleared up at this point.  Recorder Braithwaite noted they had encouraged employee interviews, and also suggested the Council stay informed of what was happening as well as having an involvement with the process.  The Motor Vehicle Report was reviewed as well.  Recorder Braithwaite thanked ULGT for having these programs in place to help the city have healthier and safer work environments.  She reported they had bought 72-hour kits with a portion of the last safety grant.  These were stored in the basement for emergency purposes.  There was water and supplies to last them for three days.  
CDBG:  Mayor Nay announced the CDBG training would be held next Wednesday and Thursday in Richfield.  Councilmember Andersen would be attending one of those.  Mayor Nay indicated they were still trying to determine who would be taking care of the application for the recreation fields, Gunnison City or Centerfield City.
Maverik:  The grand opening was scheduled for Thursday, November 7th and all of the city officials were invited to attend.
-8-
Hospital Board:  Mayor Nay announced the Hospital Board appointment was every four years, and the city has allowed the person filling that position for the city to extend their position for a second term.  She would like this on a future agenda to discuss.
Sewer Ponds:  Mayor Nay reported there was still a “kill plant” in the works at the location of the old dairy east of Centerfield.  She noted this could affect Gunnison during the cold months when the plant would need to utilize the sewer ponds.  They stated anything put down the sewer would be treated, but she had discussed this with Mayor Sorensen in Centerfield noting they could not approve this without Gunnison City having a seat at the table since the majority of those sewer ponds were owned by Gunnison City.  She summarized the process of the proposed plant noting they would process 250-300 cows a day through there.  She noted Kuhni was supposedly going to come down daily to pick up the refuse.  Supt. Reber commented most of those facilities have their own treatment plants, and it won’t go to the sewer system.  Mayor Nay reported they communicated to them they would have a backup plan, but they may need to use the sewer system.  Mayor Nay stated Sanpete County was on the verge of approving it so if anyone had any comments, now would be the time to let the County Planning & Zoning people know.  She mentioned Karl Humphrey was the representative from our area on the board.  Mayor Nay would like to know what Phil Harold with Rural Water would have to say about this proposed business.  Mayor Nay reminded the Council of the cooperative agreement that was put into place between Centerfield and Gunnison stating the cost should be shared and that had never happened, and it may work well to have the two councils meet to discuss this.  Councilmember Andersen mentioned the company proposing this new business had hit every small town throughout the state to try to get their business in place.  Councilmember Andersen acknowledged the business was Smith Brothers, and summarized how they had pitched their business.  Supt. Reber suggested the city receive all of the facts before making any decisions, and gave an example of a plant he had seen that took care of their own byproducts with no problems to the city. The Council discussed this further.
Sidewalk Project:  Mayor Nay referred to the Safe to School Project on 500 South, and mentioned it looked great.  They were going to start pouring the gutter tomorrow and would be putting the pavement in on the 28th.  The first pay request should be ready by the 31st at which time three-fourths of the project should be completed by then.
Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.
Adjourn

Councilmember Reid made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.

10:02 p.m. Adjourn

__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
__________________________________

Approval Date
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Cummitment to the City.

tc:,f\;zr;l\; fa:::aHb: -'l:l:v{u(es on the website back to April, Twice. | Drove Around
: pic Areas, My Girls and | Hiked the G-Hill, Walked the

River Trail, Drove to the Cemetery, Equstrian Park, BMX track, up and down

Streets with sidewalks and no sidewalks, Paved Roads and Unpaved roads, while

Stopping and Questioning Some Citizens and Asking their opinions on some of

the following Concerns. Fortunately, | have Heard A Lot, Learned A Lot, Seen A

Lot and Care A Lot about what Happens within the City and the City Council.

Let me Begin with Listing Some of the Concerns stated by citizens | have Visited

with, and offer a Min of 1 possible Solution for Each, and End my Thoughts on a

more Positive Note. In no Particular order.

-Citizen Concerns

- Possible

Solution :
1-Citizens Should Vote on the G-Hill Period. Put It on A Ballot to Determine Its

Future :
1- Table the Idea Until ALL Citizens can Vote, Whether or not they want the G-Hill.
No more agenda’s or He Says She Says,100 AYE 100 NAY.

2-Weeds Throughout
;oLrtll'r:n:ze Fire Dept. for burning of weeds on all Property of City, Citizens that need

Fire Dept. Assistance Contact Fire Dept./City office.

3-
Roads





[image: image2.jpg]more bang for the City bucks.
4-City
Code/Pol icy/Land/Zoning.

4-Hold City and E. 4
G ty ach other to the Same Standard that the City Expects of the

S5-Culinary Water/ Irrigation
Water.

5?!\./Ianage Culinary Water Better Hold the Same Standard that The city Expects of
Citizens/School District. Quote from Minutes “Our First Requirement is to the
Households of Gunnison

City”.

6-

Housing

6-Create an incentive for builders to Get Housing going.

7-ADA Compliance within the City

Building.

7-Take necessary Steps to get city ADA Compliant.

8-

Sidewalks

8-Park is one of the main Money Makers, Look at Delta City Park, There are

Sidewalks and Curb on Both Sides of all 4 Surrounding Streets. Very Nice Skate

Park.
9-Storm
Drains

9-Most of the Council Agrees this should be a top priority, as not to tear up new

roads and sidewalks.
10-
Trails

10-Recommend river trail continue up 2™ east and 2nd west, to 3" north Citizens
' can Cross 89 or simple walk down Main ST back to River walk




[image: image3.jpg]Common Grmfnd, We Don’t even need to wait until New Council to Start, Puta
Stop to the Snide Remarks, Vendettas, Bullying, and Pay Backs that can be heard
on the Audio Minutes. Get Back to working together for the common goals of the

City and Citizens within.

As | have visited with citizens around the community Every opinion is Different,
Their Ideas are different, Concerns Different, Views are Different in Some cases,
there is not just One Right Way. That’s what Makes each and Every one of us who
we are. Gunnison Residents have Amazing Comments To Say about Living here,
just to name a few, the Support we show for each other, Good people, hospitals,
schooling, Park, History, community involvement, Community Events. My
Originally Intentions of Coming Have Changed and | am more than capable of

~ going much further into details, not listed. However | want to be One To Look for
he Positive in Each of you and Hope that you too can Make a difference on The

Council. For Example :
or Myself — While Digging into this Challenge | have Gained a lot of knowledge

Seen Many of the Challenges You All Face and Stand corrected on some of
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didn’t even know They Existed. | have been able to have those Awkward

;::mversations V\(ith citizens and See Great Potential for What the Citizen can do to
Mep up and assist The City in Making Gunnison Greater than it already is.
layor Nay - Known For taking the Time to and know How, to Find Money to Help

Pay for Many Projects within the City.
Councilmen Crane - Knows How to Entertain While Making Money, 4*" of July

Turngd Out Great to my understanding $25,000 profit.
Coulcilmen Anderson — Very Knowledgeable Your Kindness, and Expressions of

Gratitude, Thanking Many whom you come in Contact with.
Councilmen Donaldson — New Sewer System instrumental in Getting Maverick in

Town
Councilmen Reid — Protective of Citizens and Shows Sincere Concern for what the

Needs of the City and the People are.
Councilmen Taylor — Instrumental in the New irrigation pond to the City. What a

great thing for the Community.
May Each of You Reflect upon What good can come out of Recognizing the
Difference that Each of you Contribute, and Find the Courage to Become Problem

Solvers Together.
Thank You For Your Time and Listening to What | have to say. Are there Any

Questions?





[image: image5.jpg]ENERAL PLAN

B.5 Public Facilities

[r—

Dis





"ATTACHMENT B"

[image: image6.jpg]o e i bl E0

w Md}/ff the ot W
4/46 an (/b‘u/n{(a,g 7
4 wialeo 2 VWM s

2ol Fie T ﬁ
,.«LLL’L;?'#AW/ at,,étd Yot o
-2 - e i
Wzmw%ﬂwﬂ,/ 1k

leneg e Jﬂ&d»

Toote Moss Loppe ¥ i

Pt

e e girda+ o |

M(WWWMfWWfW

%m, Yoo hped e bidhe sn dorrd fadt.
WW«&an!pW

mﬁdw Z;? %fﬂm’zzaw %





[image: image7.jpg]I8/ e, Canne L L
|28 200

o, W}afam//é Lage
P e
Ihode Tt /ﬂﬁ ﬁ”& /W 2

80y Mg e
‘i 7. ¥
3 20 the AiZg /fm/uz/m/

O A o
/M¢ .{W % Wm W /’7

e it B

‘7"” M@@mlﬁwﬂ
ﬂma;/m sz) 2

el wall L e
7 Mﬁfaﬁjﬁﬁf/”‘i%
'.J ffaol-zad b Yre ks fave Hund

I;fmﬁaw s er Shize %le >





"ATTACHMENT C"

[image: image8.png]The “G” Hill, Our Gracious Neighbor.

“The first pioneer settlers lived in dugouts on the Southwest side of the hill that we
have come to know as the “G"” hill. Later President Brigham Young advised the
settlers to move up into the “Cove” now present-day Gunnison. He also
recommended they change the name from “Hog Wallow” to Gunnison in horor of
his friend Captain John W. Guanison, a U.S. Government surveyor, who, along
with most of his survey party, had been massacred by a band of Pavant

Indians. Many other stories of the historical use of the “G hill can be cited.

Since 1859 the red hill above Gunnison has been part of the iconography of this
valley. Among it early uses, and because it was outside of town, it was justa
community dump. Until an established community dump was designated north of
tovn, residents just hauled their stuff outside of town and threw it in the

draw. Evidence old cans and bottles from the early part of th last century can sill
be found in some of the draws on the hill. Tt also was 2 good place for litle boys
with new 22 cal.rifles to escape the house and do what a boy and a gun do; shoot
at stuff, Evidence of this is seen in the bullet holes in the Native American rock art
on the south side of the hill. To some degree it has been every man ta himselfon
this state property.

At some time in the last century it became a fashionable expression of community
and school pride to assemble large rocks in the shape of the first letter of the name
of the community on an adjacent hill. Our “G” hill, so named, was an ideal
location. The rocks were painted to add contrast to the giant “G™ letter. Later our
giant “G” was filled in with cement to add clarity and definition.  The “G on the
hillis one of our greatest community icons.

Over the years other measures were devised to define our community pride by
lighting the “G” at night particularly on our community pride day called “G™

day. AUfirst it was old tires placed against the cement and lita fire. That scemed
like a zood idea until the next day everyone noticed that the newly whited “G” was
now pretty much black. So, the tires 2 fire idea was taken to the il just behind the
“G". After all, when it's dark who could tell which hill was the true “G™ hill. So
that hill became knovw as the *Black G”. Other methods have been tried to create a
lighted “G" including #10 cans filled with rags soaked in diesel. Wire from the
tires, some of the cans as well as blackened soil from the tires and diesel fuel are
still evidence of that effort

Early access to the “G" hill was a hiking path that began at the west end of Center
street in Gunnison. The first motorized vehicle access to the “G” followed up the
rocky ridge line directly south of the “G”. ‘When Morris Higgins bought the.
property for his home the unofficial service access from second south in Gunnison
was changed to the powerline casement.





[image: image9.png]Following WWII four wheeled drive military trucks and jeeps were
civilianized. The use of the “G" hill for recreation purposes gained a new
dimension. Technological advancemenis of motorized vehicles have expanded
everssince. o called “challenge roads” for motorized recreational vehicles on our
“G" hill are extensive and continue to be expanded and extended. As an example,
the “Black G” has six challenge roads. The hill further to the west of the “G has.
upwards of 13 challenge roads. These roads are generally vertical in their direction
and not managed 10 prevent erosion. Hence when one road becomes to deeply
rutted another one is made next to it.

Surprisingly, as the town grew and developed; as technology in motorized
equipment advanced; as it citizenry continued to use the hill for their collective
purposes, no one ever included the “G” hill in our community or even private
property. For whatever reason the stark truth is we don’t own the “G” hill. Our
community or personal use is essentially 2 trespass use. The “G” on the hill and
it's adjacency to town in and of itself does not create ownership.

The “G" hillis technically owned by the State of Utah under the School Trust
Lands agreement. They are “The neighbor.” As a citizenry we must continually
ask the question; to what point will this state agency contine to allow unmanaged
use of their property?

Currently under consideration are plans to blend our past historical, current and
future considerations for the use of the “G” hill. Remarkably the planners involved
are School Trust Lands Association, Utah State Parks and Recreation, Utah State
University planning department and the Utah State Division of Wildlife
Resources. The above four organizations involved effectively represent the owner
ofthe “G" hill. Our Mayor and City Council ace working with and through them
in the planning process.

‘The important point of this process is that the properly owner is offering to help
ereate a plan for the use of their property. Additionally, they are not only offering
@ plan but are giving us the opportunity to participate with them in their plan and
helping with some of the funding. By doing so our past indiscriminate and
unmanaged use, even damage of the “G” hill is somewhat absolved; ou past sins
are washed away 5o to speak. The Utah State Department of Parks and Recreation
partners with communities and will assemble resources that will provide managed
and sanctioned use of the “G” hill. They will help fund the development of rails
for multiple users. That means that the communal use of this hillis not at the
mercy of any one individuel who decides to make his own road. It means that
trails can be planned for appropriate use. Designed to mitigate erosion damage. It
means that trils can be properly engincered and designed with grades better suited
for human powered experiences like walking, hiking and mountain biking. It can
also mean that some of the damaged and eroded ares can be reclaimed. The plan





[image: image10.png]is also considering the educational opportunities as well as the emotional benefits
associated with walking, hiking and biking as outdoor experiences,

Does the “G" hill have enough roads? The answer is absolutely, yes! Does it have
enough trails? No! There are really no trails on the “G hil. Most of the ever-
increasing hikers and mountain bikers do so on roads bult for motorized
experiences.

The “G” hill concept planning is the right direction. The “G" hill has always been
one of our greatest community icons. It has provided much in the way of personal
and family recreation. It is a place from which one can observe the grandeur and
beauty of our valley. Our community effort for this plan can become a rallying
point. This is a way o increase pride and ownership through our community sweat
equity. Most importantly it allows us to partner with the owner to help seript our
future use of the “G?” hill

Was it a good idea for our pioneer founders to move from the dugouts up into the
cove? After all, as some might have objected saying, “Why move, it will surely be
@ longer walk 10 the creek for water.” Likely there were diverse opinions then and
there stillis and should be today. ~ All who are passionate about this project must
be careful not to marginalize each other as being either too progressive or poorly
digressive in their thinking. At least we all might agree that we are truly grateful
that there is not & giant “HW on the hill for Hog Wallow.

Curtis E. Anderson




