WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
&     

PUBLIC HEARING/Community Development Block Grant
 3 December 2019
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 6:50 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Keith Jensen: Councilmen Byron Davis, Nathan Mitchell and Ron Thompson; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman. Councilman Jared Brotherson was not in attendance.
Residents in attendance:  none
Mayor Keith Jensen opened the Wales Town Council meeting and then adjourned the meeting and opened the CDBG Public Hearing. 

No residents were in attendance for the public hearing. The mayor turned the time over to Councilman Thompson, asking him to talk a little about the project. Councilman Thompson described his hope to obtain monies from the CDBG in order to pave the roads in the cemetery. He informed council members that Zach Leavitt, of Six County Association of Governments, had said that Wales would not be required to perform an income survey in order to submit an application. He then mentioned that he was doing what he could now to improve the road going into the cemetery. That brought a comment from Mayor Jensen that it might be possible to use town road funds from the state for work on that, though not inside the cemetery itself. It had been reported in the September council meeting that a car had gotten stuck in the cemetery, and the irate visitors had threatened to write a letter to the editor of the Messenger to complain. Councilman Thompson felt that paving the cemetery roads would make it more handicapped-accessible, as well as being an overall improvement.    

Mayor Jensen made the motion to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Councilman Thompson. There was a unanimous vote in favor, by those present. The public hearing was adjourned at 6:59 PM.

Mayor Jensen made the motion to reconvene the Wales Town Council meeting. The meeting recommenced at 7:00 PM. 

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Keith Jensen, Councilmen Jared Brotherson, Byron Davis, Nathan Mitchell and Ron Thompson; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman
Others in attendance:  Imre Solyom; Justin Atkinson, of Sunrise Engineering
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Jared Brotherson
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  

a. Imre Solyom, concerning repair work on town hall


Mr. Solyom said he had more questions than answers. He had temporarily 



repaired the damage to the wood between two of the windows on the front of the 


town hall, at no charge. Knowing that the council wanted an awning or porch 


erected, he wanted more information so he could prepare a bid for the work. He 


felt it would be a waste of the town's money to do all the needed repair work 


before a covering, of some sort, could be erected to protect the front of the 


building somewhat from the harsh weather conditions it is exposed to, both 


summer and winter. He indicated that he would need to see the blueprints for the 


building before he could decide what he would have to do and put together a bid. 


The town clerk was to provide access to the blueprints for Mr. Solyom.

b. Chelcey Franco, concerning relief on water overage bill


Mrs. Franco did not attend the meeting.

BUSINESS:  
1. Justin Atkinson, of Sunrise Engineering, informed the council that the plans and specs for the replacement for the Edmunds Well were complete. He felt that the project could be out for bids sometime in January or February. He said that, initially, the irrigation company had sounded favorable concerning working with the spring and attempts to capture more water, but later, in a letter, they had indicated a change of mind and did not choose to work with Wales Town in any way on the project. There was extensive discussion concerning development of the Lime Kiln Spring, and even the possibility of drilling a well closer to the tanks, but Mr. Atkinson seemed to think working with the spring was the only alternative that would meet the grant requirements. He then offered for Sunrise Engineering to put together a bid to develop a master plan for future development to prepare for growth in the coming 20 years. The CIB would pay 50% of the cost for the master plan.  
2. Mayor Jensen mentioned that the office had been taking over more of the accounting, as well as the financial reporting required by the state, and the proposed financial policy, Rules & Policy No. 2019-02, was another step in meeting state mandates. He asked the town clerk to touch on the important points of Rules & Policy No. 2019-02 (see attached). The mayor had mentioned that it was already office procedure to follow many, if not most, of the points listed; however, a "written" policy was required by the state. The major problem facing the town is a size-related one, in that we generally only have one employee in the office at a time. The state directs that mail be opened in the presence of two people, as addressed in Section I  #8 of the proposed policy. The town clerk and town treasurer will have to come up with a routine in order to meet that requirement. There was general agreement that a surveillance system should be installed in the office, per Section I  #9. The proposed 4-page policy included a number of previous policies in order to consolidate town financial policy in one document. There was some discussion, with the understanding that the policy could and would be updated as needed.  Councilman Mitchell made the motion to adopt Rules & Policy No. 2019-02. The motion was seconded by Mayor Jensen and the vote was unanimous in favor.
3. The discussion concerning the allowance of water applications for lots that do not/will not have a house brought out some differing opinions. Mayor Jensen, who favors the idea, pointed out that there is nothing in Ordinance #2014-02 that precludes a water application being granted for a lot that does not/will not have a house on it. Councilman Davis stated that though it was not written, it was generally understood that water hook-ups were only to be allowed for lots that would have a dwelling at some point. He was worried about setting a precedent for allowing water hook-ups for stock watering. In response, the mayor noted that there were numerous locations in town where stock was already being watered from a "home" hook-up, his opinion being that the town might as well be paid for the water meter and the water, as the stock was going to be watered in some way, and most assuredly with town water. The discussion was prompted by the application for water on an existing lot that was subdivided, resulting in one lot with a house and another with a farm building and stock corrals. The house is now a rental unit, but the water for the lot with corrals comes from the house water hook-up. The owner of the lot with the corrals has applied for a separate water meter and hook-up. The discussion wound down with a fairly general consensus that the hook-up should be allowed.
MINUTES:  
Mayor Keith Jensen made a motion to accept the minutes of the 5 November 2019 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman Mitchell seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor.
INVOICES: 
The November 2019 invoices were read by the town clerk. Mayor Jensen made the motion to approve payment and Councilman Brotherson seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:
· Mayor:  Mayor Jensen related information on what the council will need to do the first of the year, when newly elected council member, Josh Pecora, does not show up to be sworn in. As Mr. Pecora has moved out of state, notices will have to be posted for two (2) weeks, and then any interested applicants will be interviewed during the February meeting of the Town Council. He went on to say that his new home, north of town, may be completed sometime in February, and a mayor pro tem will have to be appointed when he moves.
· Parks:  Councilman Mitchell did not have anything to report.

· Roads:  Councilman Brotherson reported that Wendle Roberts had gotten the snow plow blade on the town truck.

· Water:  Councilman Davis reported $6,075.46 in water revenue for the previous month.
· Cemetery:  Councilman Thompson did not have anything to report.

Mayor Jensen made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Mitchell, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM
MINUTES APPROVED:
___________________________

_________________

     Mayor:  Keith S. Jensen         


     Date
ATTEST:

__________________________


_________________
     Town Clerk:  Velva Lee Sherman 


     Date
Wales Town Council Minutes
4
12.3.19



