LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
November 13, 2019
7:00 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall

Those present:
Clark Nielson, Mayor						Dan Bradfield, Council Member
Chad McPherson, Council Member				Russ Finlinson, Council Member		
Analili Burrows, Treasurer 					Steven Holman, Council Member 		
Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder					
Jerry Finlinson, County Member				
Colin Finlinson, County Member		

Meeting called to order at 7:19.   Prayer was offered by Lili.

Minutes:  Steven motions to approve the minutes. Dan seconds.  All in favor, none opposed, passed unanimously. 

Jerry and Ann Finlinson Water Connection Petition and Colin Finlinson Eagle Project Report:
Colin gave a report on the water meters for his Eagle Scout Project.  He, Jerry, and Jeff Burrows went through the 120 water meters and marked which meters needed a post to mark the hard to find meters.  First Colin and Jeff spray painted about 25 steel posts blue, then Jerry, Jeff, and Colin pounded them in.  Colin organized a group of scouts and leaders to begin painting the numbers on the meters, then Ann, Colin, and Jerry completed that.  Diane Smith’s was difficult to find, Russ helped with that, some were buried in the dirt and had to be dug up.  

Another part of Colin’s project is identifying which meters need backflow preventers, but there is a question on how to identify them. Jerry brought a picture of a meter and Chad identified which part is the backflow preventer, so they will have to be examined again to identify which meters need them. The backflow preventer is actually the responsibility of the residents according to Chad.  He says the box does not have to be dug up to put one in.  They are needed on hydrants as well.  It has to be on the homeowner’s side of the meter.  If the resident doesn’t have one on their sprinkler system, they can contaminate their own water system but it doesn’t affect the town.  This is why Russ wanted this to be done as part of the Eagle Scout Project.  Russ said Todd may be able to purchase backflow preventers for a low price.  Chad said anti-siphon devices can be pretty reasonable, but an actual backflow preventer can be very expensive. bought one from Home Depot for over $300 with a double check valve.  A less expensive one can be bought that has to be elevated properly above the outlet of all the water so that if any line breaks, the water will drain out and not come back.  On the cheaper ones, the elevation is what seals the line from backflow. This style must then be insulated to protect it from freezing.  Chad’s can be installed in the ground.  Russ says the Eagle Scout workers are not going into houses to check.  Public notice needs to be given to make residents aware to prevent contamination and to prevent liability to the town, especially because of the elevation difference with the hill in Leamington and the use of agricultural tanks.  Russ would like to have a list of resident homes and hydrants that don’t have the anti-siphon devices.   Chad says it is the responsibility of the town to monitor the public water system. If someone on the hill is filling a tank and there is a break below that, water can be siphoned from the tank and contaminate the water line.   We can also conduct random checks and request the resident to install them. Chad says we have posted the requirement to the public and we are following the regulation as far as he knows.  We can put a notice in the water bill that the preventers are available through the town for a reasonable price.  Jerry says we can estimate that we may need 3 per household and order 350 of them to start. Chad says on the outside ones if there is a water gap between the outlet and the faucet that is 3 times the thickness of the pipe, it won’t need a preventer.  But if someone puts a hose in the tank, there could be a problem.  Jerry and Colin will go around again to look and see which homes don’t have a backflow preventer.  

Chad is giving some input on the water connection petition.  He likes the idea of a contract on it which would keep the town having control over it.  A water connection is a privilege that can be revoked.  Clark is trying to formulate a system to keep it from being arbitrary.  He is wondering if Robbie McPherson has an 8-inch line. Lyndyll would give them water if Robbie is accommodating. Jerry called and asked Amber Lloyd, the water person in Lyndyll.  First the town board has to approve, then you have to put in a big enough line to have a fire hydrant.  Chad says the state rules that you have to provide fire protection water if the town is providing water, but he is not certain if that applies to homes outside the city limits. The Vincent Ranch does not have a fire hydrant but they have a town water connection.  Mike Ferrell called Ann earlier and suggested that we contact the Utah League of Cities and Towns and ask their recommendations.  Chad thinks the lines in town are 8 inch, but in front of some of the hydrants and in the subdivision they may be 6 inch lines.  

Chad says the concern is for setting a precedent. The State Water Board may be able to tell you if there is a different aquifer deeper down, but that would be costly and uncertain.  Jerry can do the calculations for water flow for distance.  The cost for putting in an 8-inch line is about $6 a foot and would cost about $30,000. There was discussion on how many inches in diameter the line would need to be to follow state water guidelines.  The other concern Chad mentioned is keeping the water chlorinated.  The town would supply chlorinated water to the meter and then it would be the resident’s responsibility.  Russ talked with Todd about running a 4-inch line for the cemetery, Jerry would probably only need a 2-inch line since his residence is downhill. Russ said if you put in a 4-inch line you can use HDVP and weld the joints.  This pipe is very durable and can withstand heavy equipment running over it. That’s what we have coming out of the canyon.

Clark asks if anyone has any thoughts on how we should proceed with the petition.  Chad says we are already going against the ordinance made 5 years ago so that we are already going against that because some exceptions have been made. Dan wonders how we could prevent something like a trailer court being put in just outside of town and requesting water connections.  Chad says in the ordinance there is a clause that would require any request for a water connection to be approved or disapproved by the board. He would like to look into a legal document that would give only Jerry the water connection and that the connection could not be extended to anyone else.  Otherwise, if his neighbor would like to tap in, the town of Leamington would have no control.  If the town does go forward, Chad would like a legal contract that no one else could be connected in or the line would be cut off as it is a privilege.  Chad is concerned that there will be more people petitioning for water.  Roger Stowell asked 30-40 years ago and the town said no, but they said yes to John Neilsen.  Clark thinks that was an arbitrary decision, it should have been yes or no to all.  Clark suggests that if the request is old enough then it could be valid. Chad also reminded Jerry that it would be Jerry’s responsibility to obtain an easement for the line.  Clark questioned whether Jerry would need to go through any private property for an easement.  Jerry answered that the easement would need to cross Doug Nielson’s land if the water line came from above. There is already a gas line running there with an easement.  Ideally, he would like to run a water line alongside that.  Chad asked if the county owns the road along Tiffany Lane.  Jerry answered that it does but that he wouldn’t want to run the line that way as it is a longer distance. If the request is approved, Chad says likely it will be a meter at the town edge and a smaller line running to Jerry’s house. Then there will be an extension upon an extension and the town would have no say in who is using their water. When Robbie put his line in to his second house he was able to get an easement from the county. It is also probable  that the county came in and repaired the road from the digging, put in gravel and graded it.  

When Russ becomes mayor, he would like to have a copy of each ordinance in every town member’s hands and also update these ordinances like Delta is doing.  Russ is going to talk to Betty Jo Western about how they are doing that.  

Clark is asking Russ on what the feeling is on this issue.  Russ feels that we have excess water during the well shaft and that there is sufficient water to allow the connection. Russ is happy to run a line if it is legal.  Chad is neutral.  Dan would like to get more information on the easement and see how big of a line is required and find out if it would be possible to go through Doug’s line, also keeping control over the water connections, wanting to keep legal lawsuits at bay.  Dan would not agree to putting in an 8-inch line, that would take too much water from Leamington. He would also want to be sure that no one else could tie into the line. He thinks others may bring lawsuits to Leamington to petition for water connections. If these stipulations could be covered, he is in favor of approving a water connection. If it is approved, Clark thinks the town would put in the meter, then Jerry would have to put in his own line. Chad says there is a clause somewhere that says if there is no drinkable water, that the nearest place shall provide a water connection.  Chad’s feeling is that there must be a contract and that there will not be an extension on the connection. We can check with the Utah League of Cities and Towns.  We need to make the ordinance give the town control, it has to be the residence only, no farm animals.  Russ says we need to review and possibly update the ordinance and then post the ordinance in a public place.  We need to have a book of ordinances. Russ thinks the only other people who could get a water connection would be the Croppers if they have a hardship.  Steven would also like to grant the connection if we could do it legally. Chad found a book of ordinances in the file.  Ann found the water ordinance that was signed 5 years earlier. Chad says the ordinance was made to protect the town because of the existing extension upon extension that the pig farm was implementing. There was no ordinance prior to that. Currently, the ordinance from the city stipulates no water connections (in most cases) to nonresidents, the hardship clause is from the state laws. 

The next step to make this decision would be to contact the Utah League of Cities and Towns.  Clark will contact the League of Cities and Towns. Jerry will look at the easement.  We will postpone this decision.  Chad will look into the state rules.

Open and Public Meeting Training – Dan read the next paragraph to all present regarding the Open and Public Meetings act.  One needs to understand the policy behind it.  The state exists to aid the conduct of the people’s businesses.  They are to act and deliberate.  The chair of every public body is to see that the body is trained at least annually and acts properly and is open to the public.  It is not only being open, but that the deliberations be openly conducted.  Public officials need to be willing to be open.

Departments:

Roads/Cemetery:
· Road Repair: The major road repair won’t be happening this year because the batch plant has been closed.  It will have to be cold patched.  Since we don’t have a cement cutter we will have to do it differently.  Russ had a discussion with Todd about the situation. They think the water department should purchase a concrete saw which could also be used for water repairs. We should also have a Pogo compactor.  Now there is a 6-inch depression.  We had ordered a truck load of road base that was given to us on the surface, we must go dig some of that out and put road base in.  We need to be able to compact the repairs properly.  If we get a saw and compactor, Clark asks if we will use them in future.  Russ says we have had to cut into the road frequently for water meter work.  The previous cutter was borrowed and burned out the motor.  Chad says we shouldn’t be paying for equipment that a contractor is using.  A subcontractor would be charging us for doing the repair and using our equipment to do it. Russ says a concrete saw is only about $850 and a compactor is about $700.  We still have to hire an excavator.  Todd Tolley doesn’t have the equipment close by, so the town should purchase the equipment.  The purchase could come out of the water fund.  Chad still thinks the contractor should provide the equipment or contact a different contractor. Chad says we could have rented the equipment from Ace.  Russ would prefer to have the equipment at hand to conveniently make the repairs we need. He is upset that the repair that was done is already sinking because there was no compactor to properly detail the site. Clark questioned why we didn’t use Todd’s equipment.  Russ responded that we get Todd on an emergency basis and that Todd’s equipment is in Bryce Canyon and can’t be easily moved here. He thinks the price is not that high and it would be provident to have the equipment on hand.  Dan Pack may also have the equipment that could be borrowed. Chad just thinks that there are other options that should be considered and that contractors should provide the equipment even in emergency situations.  If Todd doesn’t have the equipment, Chad thinks we should contact a different contractor.  Russ thinks that only Todd would even know there is a valve down there that needed to be shut off and he needs to be involved because of his knowledge of the town. The issue is tearing up the road, Chad says, and we didn’t have to do it the way it was done because we didn’t have the equipment.  Russ says we will be digging up the entire line to remove the asbestos pipe.  Chad says the asbestos line does not have to go.  Chad says the state is requiring sampling and you only have to replace it if it is breaking down.  We talked about replacing it ahead of time as a preventative move, but that would have to be budgeted.  Russ would like to get the saw and compactor.  Chad says he got shut down trying to buy an excavator for the town 3 years ago for $30,000.  Instead we have been using Mike Ferrell’s to replace water meters. We could put in a request for that from CIB for a grant if necessary.  Chad wants to think about the issue.  On the cold patch road repair, Jake Smith has only 3-5 tons left.  Chad thinks it is one truck or less. Chad will order that from him.  Russ wants to make sure we compact it.  Chad wants to research compactors a bit and compare brands.  Dan says we need to get a compactor if we are going to put the cold patch in before winter.  Chad will talk to Jake Smith and ask their advice.

· Cemetery Plans:   We are waiting for Paul to get back with us. Jill Sorenson is working with him to get the plans in order and will seek approval from the town council.  The grass will be a drought-resistant, slow-growing grass.  It will keep the weeds down.  We may want to raise some of the graves.  Russ would like to put a notice on each headstone next Memorial Day with a return envelope or something to give the people the opportunity to have the rocks and bricks removed, with new dirt and amended soil added. The graves would be flat preferably.  Some residents will not want their family sites touched.  Otherwise we will level the area.  Russ’s goal is to make it low maintenance with concrete curbing all around the paved road for ease in mowing. There will be a bathroom and septic tank, with a maintenance shed on the back side of the bathroom.  There will be a solar system installed to power the valves and lights for the bathroom and whatever other power is needed.  There will be an area for flowers for visitors to put plastic flowers in vases.  Todd wants to run a 4-inch water line from the main line at the intersection by Elmo’s property.  They will landscape the entire thing with a green barrier for fire protection and put in a walkway.  After Paul gives us the plan, we can vote as a town council.  The work would be done next summer.  Chad suggests we have a public meeting to get public input.  This could happen in February or March.  Chad wonders what the maintenance cost is for the future.  

Town Hall/Parks/Planning and Zoning:
· Town Hall Fire Extinguisher Inspection & Recharge: Dan hasn’t talked to Chassie Greathouse, we are on the list but it hasn’t happened yet. 

· Town Hall Roof and Tile: The CIB grant contract for $100,000 to replace the Town Hall Roof was received and signed, mailed back.  We have received a form for Request for Funds.  The roofer is going to supply Russ a cut list.  The roofer is waiting on one item for his price list.  We can cut him a check once we have an invoice. He wants the cost of the material plus $10,000 for his labor to get started.  Russ has talked to the state about getting money for the tree trimming and various other items required to get the project underway.  Russ will send a copy of the bill for the tree trimming.  The State wants a copy of the contractor’s contract.  Clark thinks this is in the paperwork they sent. Chad thinks the contractor should also do the pavilion roof, we’ll look into that.
 
· Town Hall Use Rates:  Dan contacted Oak City and asked about their rates. The town would still be charged $25 for a day and $50 for a wedding for town residents.  Jill Babb has a wedding upcoming on December 14, John Pruitt wants it for Thanksgiving and Miriam Kolste wants it the next day.  Dan told the people who used the town hall last year for their reunion that the price would be raised to $200 a day next year. They emailed Dan and said they want to reserve it June 27-28. Oak City charges $200 a day and they don’t allow overnight use. We had to repair the septic system and do other repairs this year including roofing.  Dan wants to ask if we should include the park as needed for a reunion. The town council thinks we would need to offer both. In order to prevent problems, we need to put a sign up to show a reservation.  If the event is small and someone wants to use the pavilion or park, they would need to make arrangements with the original renter and work out the details themselves.  Chad thinks Dan is correct in wanting to increase the rate based on the number of people, for example raising the rate $100 if there are more than 200 people.  We also need to decide whether or not to include the arena.  Dan also contacted Deseret to check on their rates.  The only comparable place is The Gathering Place in Delta.  Dan will try to get something together before the first of the year.

Dan also thinks we don’t need to have people going upstairs.  When the spook alley was going on, someone ripped off the door and hinge in the hallway on the main floor. Dan would like to keep the door locked going upstairs.  He has a skeleton key we can leave in the office.  They can contact someone in the town council if they need to go up there.  The top of the door is messed up, the veneer has come off.  Dan also got Bob Evers to put up a little hand rail over the window in the well in the chapel to prevent children from falling through. There also needs to be some white molding along the wall.  Steven wants to have the building on December 21st to start getting ready for the Christmas activity.  There might be a conflict with the wedding and the roofing.  We will have to coordinate with the roofer and have him not work on the day that the building is being used. 

· Tree Trimming Report: They are all done except for the Northeast corner of the building. 

· Christmas Activity Preparation: Klippe Klister Activity, Rocky Mountain Power Donation: Steven will make a banner to recognize Rocky Mountain Power.  Townspeople are already contacting Steve to request the same activity.  Russ will order the candy and also get gumdrops.  Last year we ran out of the bridge mix.  We have to portion out the bridge mix more carefully.  The candy is $1100.  We need to budget at least $1200 including the pizza and hot chocolate.  Steven has some giant water heaters to keep the water hot, he can bring that.  We also need to get some plastic down to protect the floor.  They can be refilled and stay hot, then just use a powder mix.  Russ prefers to mix it beforehand to keep the mess down with kids.  Russ already has the chocolate left from last year.  The hot chocolate will be on Christmas Eve, and the Klippe Klister is on December 21st.  Discussion was made on who will be Santa. Steven and Anna think they would like to plant a small pine tree that we could put lights on every December 1st.  Russ wants to have Dan build a ring with a great big Christmas tree that can be lit up every year.  Steven wants to also have the little tree that will get bigger and that kids could put ornaments on such as pine cones with bird seed.  Russ says that should be fine, we just need to decide where.  Russ prefers the big open space by the hydrant, he doesn’t want to mow around the tree.  Chad would like to have Santa here in the office by the fireplace.

Fire Department:
· Cemetery Fire Claim: Ann filled out a claim, Dan’s insurance is from Farmer’s but he hasn’t heard anything back.  Chad says he doesn’t need to see the claim go through Dan’s insurance as he was working for the town.  Dan wants to take responsibility but the town board doesn’t want him to.  Chad thinks the Forest Service shouldn’t charge us as they don’t reimburse us for water used for fire fighting.  Chad makes a motion that the town takes responsibility and liability for this incident which was the fire that was accidently set doing a town project.  Russ seconds.  Dan abstains, motion passed with 3 in favor to 1 abstaining.	Comment by leamingtongovern@gmail.com: 

Miscellaneous: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clark has an item, we didn’t have a quorum to vote on this last month.  We need to pass a resolution to develop a general plan with Six Counties’ Assistance.  Ann needs to email the minutes from this meeting to Zach Leavitt at Six County.  We are not committing to use an engineering firm.  We can get assistance with our plan.  We need to have a disaster plan as well with mitigation considered if the dam breaks or there is another type of disaster. We would like to get the tamaracks destroyed to decrease deer habitat.  We might also want a green barrier to diminish fire danger.  This would open up the opportunity to get funding from other agencies, there are about 4 of them.  We need to get these on our plan.  We would also like to get the speed limit enforced. Russ motions that we develop a general plan with Six County’s Assistance.  Chad seconds, all in favor, passed unanimously.

Clark got a building permit signed by all required for a solar project and basement kitchen.  He will give this to Ann to send to the county and will send a check to the town treasurer, Lily.

Adjourn:
Chad made a motion to adjourn. Dan seconded the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m. All in favor.  We will meet December 11th for our next meeting.

