
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EPHRAIM CITY HALL
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
NOVEMBER 20, 2019 
6:00 PM



CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim City Council convened in a Regular City Council Meeting on Wednesday, November 20, 2019, in the City Council Room. Mayor Scott called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 


OPENING CEREMONY
John VanOrman offered an invocation. Alma Lund led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

	 



ROLL CALL	
MEMBERS PRESENT			  John Scott, Mayor  		
Margie Anderson, Mayor Pro Tem
Tyler Alder 
Greg Boothe 
Richard Wheeler
	MEMBERS EXCUSED
Rob Nielson

			  
	
	
	
	STAFF PRESENT 
Shaun Kjar, City Manager
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Bryan Kimball, Community Dev.
Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Chad Parry, Public Works Director
		Aaron Broomhead, Police Chief 
		
\
	APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER
	The Council reviewed the Warrant Register of November 19, 2019. 

Councilmember Anderson moved to approve the November 19, 2019 Warrant Register as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Council reviewed the minutes of the November 6, 2019 Work Meeting and Regular City Council Meetings and the November 13, 2019 Special Meeting Canvass Minutes.

Councilmember Wheeler moved to approve the November 6, 2019 Council Work Meeting and Regular City Council Meeting Minutes and the Special Meeting Canvass Minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

MANTI TRAIL BUILDERS
Andy Adamson and cohorts had not much to add from the Work Meeting conversation. They would appreciate a donation towards the NEPA Study as requested.  Councilmember Boothe thanked them for a great organization. 

Andy brought to the Council’s attention the cost of these trails. Design work is $1.00 to $1.50 per linear foot just for a plan. The designer is volunteering that time. They will be going to the County, Sterling, Mt. Pleasant and larger businesses to ask for donations. Steve said extra money would need to be placed into the budget for that, but there is no problem with it. 

Councilmember Wheeler moved to donate a dollar amount to be determined after review of the budget. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Boothe. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

BOND REFINANCE FOR CITY HALL
One of the three bonds for this building has a high interest rate and the bank can give a 2.25% interest rate if refinanced now. There are 14 years left on the note for the payoff. $40,000 closing fees. $100,000 savings over the remaining life of the loan.  

Councilmember Wheeler moved to proceed with the bond refinance for City Hall. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Anderson. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.


        RESOLUTION ECR 19-19 
ECR 19-19: the Police Department would like to donate previously surplussed bikes and bike pieces to Bikes 4 Kidz who rebuild and donate bikes to kids.

Councilmember Wheeler moved to approve ECR 19-19, a resolution amending 19-03 to include donation in the designation of the surplus bikes. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Boothe. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

APPOINTMENTS AND COUNCIL REPORTS
    Tyler Alder
Recreation Board – Jr. Jazz vs.Jr. Badgers. The Rec Department went to Jazz rather than Badger because all the other cities in the county do Jr. Jazz and we wanted some competition rather than playing ourselves. 

      Margie Anderson
Youth City Council – They work so hard. They are the kind of students who are very good in school. Friday they will decorate the tree in the lobby of City Hall. On the 2nd they will put out the mailbox for letters for Santa. They are also doing a float for the light parade. On the 7th there is a Day of Service at Snow College that they will be involved in. 
      Richard Wheeler
Utilities Board – small nuclear reactor licensing from 2023 to 2025 has been moving forward in leaps and bounds and expect licensing to be complete by September of 2020, three years ahead of schedule. Hope to have a working model in Idaho soon after that. Because we are involved in Red Mesa Solar Power, we can buy from them at 2.3kWh. The present solar power agreement with residents is to pay more than that. We will be amending that down to the 2.3 because we can buy if from Red Mesa at that price. Solar Power is going to be changing. If we can’t do it within the next 90 days, the Board may consider a moratorium until it can happen. 

      Mayor
Mayor’s and Commissioner’s Meeting – Mike Lee’s office wasn’t present at the meeting. They approved the budget for the landfill for the next year. Spoke with at least one other mayor and would like to begin in January constructing this commissioner/mayor’s meeting to also include a pre-meeting of the mayors in Sanpete County to discuss common interests and common goals. 


           DEPARTMENT REPORTS
      Bryan Kimball, Community Development Director
Well – preliminary results have been inconsistent as far as the curve, again more disappointing than hoped. 

Application:  a 48-unit apartment complex, 13 lot subdivision, concept drawing of another 13 units of family housing are all in the works. Have some interest in town and plans in due process. 

Devan Fowles, City Planner
Scooters – Plan application has been submitted for a scooter business. Within the plan, there are some concerns that he is addressing. Asked him to expound on some of the sections of the application including complaints and lawsuits. Our ordinance is silent in this area because it is such a new business idea. We want to make sure we get it right before anything moves forward with the application. Will continue getting feedback and will bring the issue back to Council Meeting in the future. Looking at giving them a trial time to see how it goes. Mayor would like to see an ordinance implemented before that time. 

Chad Parry, Public Works Director
North Main Sidewalk – The contractor knows what is expected and they are keeping in contact about the work as it moves along. We will try to push it as far west as we can to get around those roots.

Well – looking at different options. We will change some of the priorities and may switch over towards Rex’s well for upgrades. 



Steve Widmer, Finance Director
ECHA – Sold lot 2. One house is currently being constructed on Lot 3. They have two other lots.

Audit – they have wrapped up and are getting ready to present to the Council on December 4th. 


         CITY MANAGER REPORT
Deer abatement program - we are currently investigating the process. We are fortunate because we can see what has been happening with Manti’s program and that will help us through that investigation process. We will get to a public hearing. We are thinking about how to do a survey that will keep response to residents, and one per resident. We have heard from both sides of the controversy. There is more information to take in and we are not ready to make a decision at this time.

Recreation – the Rec Department is planning a New Year’s Eve event for youth. We have selected a new director for the Department. The director will be Michael Patton from SE Idaho. He has experience in small communities doing grant writing and working with recreation grants for smaller communities. Reece has been our recreation assistant and we have been very happy with his work as interim Director coordinating the sports and tournaments. He will continue to do youth sports as our Assistant Director. Michael will be doing other recreation items, trails, activities, and programs beyond youth sports. He may also coordinate the Scandinavian Festival and Christmas activities. 

Pipeline –work is happening on the pipeline. They were able to beat the season and finished that work and are in town hoping to be finished very soon. 

MyRec – we were hoping to switch to MyRec for sports payments. It is not happening quickly enough, so we are discontinuing that and improving Sport Sites.

Census – Steve is the point of contact for the Census 2020. We will be putting together a committee for this area from the college to get a solid count of full-time residents of Ephraim. 

            
	CLOSED SESSION

Councilmember Anderson moved to go into a closed session pursuant to the provisions of the Utah State Code, Section(s) 52-4-205(a), for the purpose of discussing the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual. (c) Pending or reasonably imminent litigation. (d) purchase, exchange, or lease of real property. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Boothe. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

Closed Meeting began at 7:19 after a break

At 8:23 p.m. Councilmember Boothe moved the Council adjourn the closed session and reopen the public meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wheeler. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried. 

Motion on legal matter discussed in Closed Meeting.

Councilmember Wheeler moved to direct staff to approve mediation with Fowler contractors and inform that Ephraim Irrigation Company is to proceed to mediation. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council for consideration, Councilmember Wheeler moved the Regular Council Meeting adjourn at 8:25 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alder. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

The next regular City Council meeting is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, December 4, 2019, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Ephraim City Council room.



MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
John Scott, Mayor							Date
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ATTEST:



___________________________________				_____________________
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder					Date
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