Hatch Town Board Meeting

July 17, 2019

Town Board Present:    Russ Riggs, Tony Dinges, Jim Kabonic and Chad Justus

Staff Present: Dave Barnhurst, Kurt Sawyer and Jacie Torgersen

Public Present:    Mark Yahne, Cheri Uno, Zina Chavers and friend, Ariel Villegas, Mike Rudolph and Josh Nowell and Travis Gadd from Ensign Engineering.
1. Meeting Called to Order


The meeting began at 7pm with Councilor Dinges welcoming all those present.  Mayor Eldredge is in the hospital and unable to attend.  Councilor Riggs offered an opening prayer and Councilor Justus led those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of June 19, 2019 meeting minutes 

Councilor Justus motioned to approve the meeting minutes and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review June Invoices, checks & financial report

Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve the June invoices and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Mark Yahne/Insite Tower – cell tower installation
Mr. Yahne would like to propose putting a cell phone tower near the town’s water tank on Wilson Property after a suggestion made from the council.  He has made contact with Marv Wilson to see if they would be agreeable to that location.  The elevation would help so the tower would not need to be as tall there.  He started out looking at a location near Garkane because he has worked with them in the spot and already leases from Garkane in another location for a tower.  He would need a 60x60 square piece of property south of the tank to put the tower on.  The tower would look like a windmill and be approximately 100 feet tall.  This tower could accommodate four different carriers.  The council feels like this location would be fine if he can get permission from the Wilson’s to do so.  The town does not have any town property available that he could put it on at this time.


5.2 Zina Chavers – Gas Station at Riverside
Ariel Villegas would like to propose putting in a new gas station in front of the Riverside Restaurant.  He would get new pumps, tanks and put a canopy over the top.  He would use the building that is already there for the store.  He is working with Brent Cottom from Escalante, Cottam Oil, to do a partnership to supply the gas.  He would like to put in above ground tanks with a capture pit.  He wants to know with the fire code where he can put the tanks.  If possible he would like to put them on the south side of the property where it drops off so the tanks won’t stick out as far.  Councilor Riggs suggested that he meet with the planning and zoning commission to have them review the setbacks and location of things.  The town will see if the town’s fire chief, Russell Torgersen can contact the State Fire Marshall concerning regulations of above ground gas tanks in town.

5.3 Zina Chavers – Building Permit for Tiny House
Zina Chavers has moved her tiny house from Tony’s Outpost behind the Riverside store.  The council told her she needs to go through the whole process again since it is in a new location.  She will need to get a project approval form through the planning and zoning commission who will make a recommendation to the town council and then she will need to get an actual building permit from the county to have it inspected at the new location.

5.4 Mosquito Fogger 
Sevier County has not responded back to Councilor Justus and the mosquitos aren’t too bad right now so the council will just wait and see what happens.


5.5 Post Office Premises
A letter was sent to Rachel Keller, who is the post master over the Hatch Post Office regarding the state of the grounds around the post office; the town has not received a reply.  Councilor Riggs will look in to it further and see if he can contact the Postal Service in Salt Lake or the property owner.


5.6 Fallis Building Permit & Property Split
Jacie Torgersen contacted David Church for legal counsel for the town.  The town can withhold a building permit or the lot split from the Fallis' because they aren’t following the trailer ordinance of the town for now.  This can be a way to get them to follow the ordinance.  If the Fallis’ decide to push the issue and contact the state then the town will have to back down unless they have a clause in their ordinance that says that all ordinances must be followed in order to receive a permit.  The town will leave things as they are for now and wait and see if they move the two trailers off of their property like they have said they are going to.

5.7 Garfield Memorial Health Care Foundation Dinner
The foundation dinner will be held on August 29th at 6pm at Ruby’s Inn.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to sponsor a table at the dinner for $280 and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

6. Ordinances
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
Water usage for June 2019 was 1,268,000 gallons from well #4.

The Jeff Heap Meter Setter has been fixed.  He will be charged $202 for the setter and 1.5 hours for Dave Barnhurst’s time.

Mr. Barnhurst has been doing a lot of blue stakes for South Central.  He will turn in an invoice for the extra time incurred; Mayor Eldredge told him that he could.  South Central is cleaning out water valves for the town as they go.  Mr. Barnhurst is taking pictures of the depths that they are recording and recording the valves with GPS so the town will know where they are in the future.  He is working with South Central to put in the water line under the road for Jason Barney’s water connection.


7.1.a Water Meter Installation Policy
The council would like to add that it needs to be IPS pipe, there needs to be a stop and waste on the property’s owners side of the meter and the work needs to be done by a licensed contractor.  Councilor Justus motioned to accept the policy with the changes noted and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.


7.2 Fire Department-
There was a car accident in front of the Post Office last week that the fire department responded to.  There is still an alarm going off on the truck that Russ Torgersen needs to see about getting fixed.

7.3 Road Department- 
Councilor Riggs has been hauling gravel and fill to work on the road from the end of the pavement to the cattle guard past his house.  He will wait and do this after the fun run so that it is not too course for people to run on.  He made a trade with the county for the dirt.  He filled in a pot hole down by the bridge in return for the gravel.  The county said that the road is our responsibility from the river bridge to the pump house since the town annexed that property.


7.4 Parks & Recreation-



7.4.a 24th of July
Councilor Kabonic needs to make sure he gets new burlap for the meat.  It is available and Cal Ranch and IFA.  Councilor Justus will take the potatoes and onions to the jail and have them peel and cut them there for a minimal cost and then the council will just cook the potatoes.  Councilor Kabonic will get them distributed.  Some of the councilors were concerned about doing donation only at the breakfast because there were some people at the 4th of July breakfast that didn’t donate at all.  They suggested charging per person instead of by donation.  Councilor Kabonic would like to keep it by donation for this year and then the council can address it again next year.


7.5 Grants-



7.5.a General Plan Update – Ensign Engineering (Meeting Sept 5th)
Ensign Engineering met with the Planning & Zoning Commission last week to go over some standards that they want incorporated in the general plan.  The commission is going to try and come up with a town zoning ordinance.

They did decide on the subdivision ordinance that there will be a 50 foot right of way for roads and 20 feet of chip seal just like the town’s current roads are.  Councilor Kabonic does not want to see more chip seal he would like to see asphalt.  Councilor Riggs has been asking for this ordinance for 10 months and he says that asphalt would be 10 times more expensive for the developer.  Councilor Dinges feels like a flesh coat would help and be a good compromise between the two.  The focus for the general plan will be on transportation and planning & zoning.  They will look at doing a survey or an open house to involve the community in the general plan.

Ensign has been in contact with UDOT this week and they have changed their mind.  They do not have the $450,000 in discretionary funds that they were going to commit to the town’s project.  They have been talking to Scott Goodwin and Clayton Wilson who is the region director.  UDOT is willing to put in a 14 foot turning lane when they do the project next summer at no cost to the town.  There will be 12 foot driving lanes on either side.  UDOT said that they would cover this and the town could try for curb and gutter in the future.
The council would still like to go ahead with the CIB application for curb and gutter and side walk and see what they can get.  Ensign will contact Gary Zabriskie at the Five County Association and let him know that UDOT has pulled out the $450,000 but we would like to go ahead with the application and try for curb and gutter.  It would probably be a good idea to reach out to Jerry Taylor who is a Garfield County Commissioner and on the CIB board to see if he can put a good word in for the town.
There will be a meeting on September 5th with the CIB board that someone from the town will need to attend.  We will talk about it at the August meeting and see who can attend.


7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission

7.6.a Jason Barney Plot Map
Kurt Sawyer, Planning & Zoning Chairman recommended the approval of Jason Barney’s Plot Map.  Councilor Justus motioned to approve it and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

Councilor Riggs motioned to appoint Tony Dinges as the mayor pro-tem until further notice and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
8. Unfinished Business
Councilor Riggs motioned to waive the water fee for South Central since they are helping the town out in marking and cleaning off the valves and Councilor Justus 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

Councilor Justus has been helping with the pad for the ATV kiosk.  They poured a 12x30 cement pad for it this week.  He will check with Panguitch City to see if we owe anything more for the grant or if it has all been paid.  There was a concern brought up by Dave Barnhurst that the cement may be poured over the top of the town’s transmission line to the tank.  Panguitch City is looking at getting ground up pavement to go around theirs.  If UDOT is grinding up pavement here next year the town should check with them to see if they can stock pile it for future use.

9. New Business
The next meeting will be held on August 21, 2019.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Kabonic motioned to adjourn at 8:45pm and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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