Hatch Town Board Meeting

August 21, 2019

Town Council Present:    Tony Dinges, Russ Riggs, Jim Kabonic and Chad Justus

Public Present: Ensign Engineering (Josh Nowell & Justin Christensen)
Staff Present:  Jacie Torgersen, Kurt Sawyer and Dave Barnhurst
1. Meeting Called to Order


Councilor Dinges welcomed those present to the meeting.  An opening prayer was offered by Councilor Riggs and Councilor Kabonic led those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of July 17, 2019 meeting Minutes


Councilor Justus motioned to approve the minutes, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review July Invoices, checks & financial report

Councilor Riggs motioned to approve the July expenditures, Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.
4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Gary & Corine Goble Letter of Credit
A letter of Credit was presented for Gary and Corine Goble from the City of Jerome.  Councilor Justus motioned to accept the letter of credit in lieu of a deposit and the vote was unanimous.


5.2 Frank Karr Water Shut Off Fee
Zina Chavers who was leasing the gas station from Frank Karr asked to have the water put back in his name since she is no longer running the station.  Mr. Karr paid to have the water shut off before Zina Chavers took it over.  She paid the fee to have it turned on and has been paying the monthly bills on it.  He does not feel like he should have to pay the shut off fee again since he has already paid it once.  Councilor Justus feels that Mr. Karr’s responsibility ended when he paid the shut off fee the first time.  Councilor Justus motioned to waive the fee and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.


5.3 Ensign – General Plan Update
Ensign would like to include Main Street and transportation as a part of the town’s general plan.  Ensign will help the town prepare a survey to send out to community members in the water bill to see what concerns they have.  Councilor Riggs suggested picking out a couple of concepts and having people rank them on the survey and then leave room for additional comments.  Josh Nowell will send a sample to Jacie Torgersen on the email that she can send out to the council to review.


5.4 Ensign – CIB/UDOT Main Street Road Project
Ensign revised the town’s application and took out the money from UDOT and just put curb and gutter in the application.  Jacie Torgersen got an email from Brenda Brown who reviews the applications that said,  Please note that curb & gutter projects are considered "property enhancement" thus a "want" rather than a "need" and a loan has been offered in the past based on a "special assessment" basis for the properties affected.  Ensign has done some calculations and if the town were to get a 50% grant and 50% loan this would be over 200,000.  The loans have to be paid back within 10 years and this would max out the town’s B&C Road fund so there wouldn’t be money for anything else.  This would push the extreme of the town’s budget to try and make this payment.
Jacie Torgersen also received a phone call from Robert Dowell who works in the Richfield office.  He informed her that the town did not receive funding for the safe sidewalks grant because that is only for new sidewalks and the town does have some existing sidewalks.  He feels that it would be a good idea for the town to write a letter to Rick Torgersen, who is the head of UDOT in this area, to express the town’s appreciation for the pavement for a turning lane in the project next summer.  It was a split vote on giving the town the turning lane and funding has not yet been secured for it and he feels that the town should reach out to UDOT to make sure that it happens.  He also said it would be a good idea for the town to have a drainage study done and have that all figured out and then apply to UDOT for curb and gutter again in the future.
Councilor Dinges suggested and the town withdraw their application at this time.  The town is going to need money for chip seal in the near future and he doesn’t feel like it would be a good thing for the town to take on another loan.  Councilor Riggs was frustrated like the rest of the council feeling that we are one of the only towns in southern Utah without curb, gutter and sidewalks.  Jacie Torgersen will notify Brenda Brown at CIB that the town is going to withdraw their application at this time.

Jacie Torgersen will call Rick Torgersen’ office and see if she can get an appointment for the council to go and meet with them and see what steps need to be taken to get funding for their project and what the process is to secure funding in the future.  Ensign said the town could take the drainage route and try for funding through USDA, CIB and UDOT.


5.5 Post Office Update
The town sent a letter to the Panguitch Postmaster who is over the Hatch Post Office and the town did get a response.  There is a new flag and that problem has been fixed.  The Postmaster suggested that the town contact the property owner concerning the condition of the grounds around the post office.  She says that it is the property owner’s problem, not the USPS.  Councilor Kabonic would like to see the lease agreement for the property.  Councilor Riggs would like to see the town send a letter to the Postal Service in Salt Lake.  Councilor Justus and Councilor Dinges would like to see the town reach out to the property owner and see what kind of response they can get from that.  Councilor Dinges and Jacie Torgersen will prepare a letter to be sent out.


5.6 Fallis Lot Split & Building Permit
The town does not know if Janet Fallis has had the lot split or not.  She did not get a form from the town to have it split, but the town isn’t sure if she has to have one to record it at the county or not.  Councilor Dinges will go in to the courthouse and see if it has been recorded.
The town also needs to decide about the building permit.  There was a building permit issued in July of 2018 to the Fallis’ for the new construction.  The permit was approved contingent on the two trailers being moved off of the property.  The trailers have not been moved.  Councilor Dinges says that there is a problem with our ordinance and is not sure what the town wants to enforce.  Mr. Kurt Sawyer feels that the Fallis' agreed to remove the trailers and they haven’t done it so the town doesn’t have to do anything at this time.  Councilor Kabonic feels that a new home would improve the property so the town should let that part of the family go ahead and then send a letter to those owning the RV’s on the other side of the property.


5.7 Number of Vacation Rentals in Town of Hatch
Jacie Torgersen is concerned about the number of vacation rentals in town.  There are 9 in town plus Gordon Hilton’s rentals out on the hill.  The surrounding communities of Tropic and Panguitch are also getting overrun with vacation rentals too.  Tropic has passed an ordinance trying to limit the number of rentals by noise, signage and being located in a commercial zone.  Councilor Kabonic feels like the vacation rentals are cleaned up and fixed up and look really good, better than the empty homes in town.  Councilor Riggs feels that residential property owners could apply to get a conditional use permit to have a vacation rental in a residential area and the town could monitor them that way.  Councilor Dinges says he has a lot of traffic up and down his road from the vacation rentals and a lot driving around late trying to find them.  Councilor Justus said there are some benefits to having them in town such as the TRT that the town just passed; the area is getting some benefit from them.
Councilor Dinges would like to see the town put up three ATV signs at the entrances in to town to control the ATV traffic.  Councilor Riggs will look in to ordering some from Utah Barricade and possibly some speed limit signs.


5.8 4th/24th Income/Expense Report
The town did not go in the hold with the celebrations.  The t-shirts were the best money maker so the town should continue to do those, Jacie Torgersen suggested maybe doing hats next year also.  The council feels that the omelets are too much work so they would like to do something next year like maybe breakfast burritos.  The council also felt that $500 was too much for the inflatables.  If the town is paying that much for the inflatables someone should stay here and take care of them not just leave it.  Councilor Dinges went to a party where there was a different company and they brought their own generators and had a person sitting at each one.  The council doesn’t feel like they need as many next year.


5.9 Computer Bid for Office Computer
Mountain West Computers installed Kerri Justus new computer and when they were setting it up they realized the Jacie Torgersen’s computer is older than Kerri’s.  They suggested that she get a new one before the end of the year because hers will no longer be able to update so it won’t be able to run the anti-virus software.  Jacie Torgersen presented a bid from Mountain West for a new computer for her also but the council does not think it is a need at this time.  Councilor Dinges is going to look for a surplus one from South Central and see if he can get one for the town that way.

6. Ordinances
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
The town used 1,719,000 gallons of water from well #5 for July 2019.  Mr. Dave Barnhurst did get a positive coliform sample so he had to do 4 repeat samples.  All of the samples came back clean so there must have just been an error in the sampling.  The town may need to send a notice in the water bills to notify the residents.  Mr. Barnhurst is going to do an iron bacteria test in well #4.

7.2 Fire Department-
The department responded to two car accidents in the last month.


7.3 Road Department- 
Councilor Riggs will look for some reflective speed limit signs.


7.4 Parks & Recreation-

7.5 Grants-

7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission

7.6.a Riverside Tiny House and Gas Pumps
Zina Chavers did meet with the Planning & Zoning Commission.  The setback requirements have been met for the Tiny House.  She will need to get a new septic system for the house.  A project approval form is needed for the house.  The pumps will be located 100 feet off of the highway so those set backs are also fine.  There will need to be a separate permit for the gas pumps.  Councilor Riggs motioned that Zina Chavers needs to provide the town documentation that she did receive a building permit from the county within 30 days of the issue date, Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.  Jacie Torgersen will send a letter with the permit.
8. Unfinished Business
Mayor Eldredge would like to have the weeds sprayed around the town sign’s.  Councilor Kabonic will take care of it.

Councilor Justus would like to see the red sign removed at the south end of town.  Mayor Eldredge gave permission to do so if someone wants to do it.

9. New Business
The next meeting will be held on September 18th.  The hospital foundation dinner is on Thursday, August 29th for those who would like to attend.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Riggs motioned to adjourn at 8:55pm and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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