

MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 25, 2019, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN 
CONFERENCE ROOM #1, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present-
Chairman Greg Todd, Commissioner Greg Miles, Commissioner Irene Hansen, Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred, Public Works Director Ben Henderson, Equipment Operator/Truck Driver, Stacy Giles, Equipment Operator/Truck Driver, Jeff Johnson, Equipment Operator/Truck Driver, Clerk/Auditor JoAnn Evans, Commission Assistant BobbiJo Casper, and Deputy Clerk/Auditor Janet Jenkins taking minutes of the meeting 

Opening Comments
Chairman Todd welcomed everyone to the meeting

Pledge of Allegiance 

Public Works Department Update
Director Henderson stated it was the consensus on the self-evaluation that the drivers would like to stay on four tens year round. They have discussed this issue at different times in the past. Therefore he invited Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Giles to talk to the commission on behalf of themselves and other drivers of the road department. Chairman Todd stated his first thought is what about Friday, Saturday and Sunday in the winter. Director Henderson stated about ninety percent of the time they plow the roads. Mr. Johnson stated the drivers have talked about this and said they would still have to plow the roads regardless of if they are working five eight hour shifts or four ten hour shifts. He stated they feel like they don’t get as much accomplished in an eight hour day because by the time you get your truck up and running in the cold weather and get to where you need to be and then back to the shop  it’s only been about six hours of actual work time. Chairman Todd asks again what happens on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, will it all be overtime? Commissioner Hansen asked if they could possibly have some of the drivers take Monday off and the others take Friday off. Director Henderson stated they might be able to work out something like that but is would leave them shorthanded on Mondays and Fridays. Mrs. Giles stated she has talked to a lot of the drivers and a lot of them talked about the higher productivity on the ten hour day as opposed to the eight hour day. She also stated by working four tens it gives everyone a chance to make doctor appointments on Fridays instead of taking a day off. Chairman Todd also asked about with the ten hour days you start in the dark and work in the dark a lot longer. Commissioner Miles stated they would give it a lot of thought but they have to do what is best for the community and the county. Director Henderson stated that’s all they can do is ask that they give it some thought and see if it is a possibility. He also stated as far as the update goes they are pretty close to being finished with all the patching around the county. He stated he had a report that some of the patching wasn’t done as well as it should have been and he is going to go and inspect that.  The Bluebell project turned out good. Now we are getting ready for winter, getting all the trucks lined out and prepared to start plowing. He also stated the side dump is in and need to pick it up.

Discussion & Consideration Of The Purchase Of A Bucket Truck
Director Henderson stated while he was in Salt Lake he stopped by Mountain States Equipment and he has been talking quite a bit about bucket trucks. There is one in particular he has been looking at. It has 53,000 miles on it, it’s a diesel Chassis with a 450-pound bucket capacity. It also has a 55 foot reach. This truck could be utilized for a lot of different facilities that the county has. Chairman Todd asked what the main purpose of this truck would be and Director Henderson stated tree trimming is what he would use it for mostly. Event Center Director Jerry Lisonbee would use it a lot at the Fairgrounds. Director Henderson stated they currently have a one ton Chassis that is in pretty rough shape. Chairman Todd asked if they would take it as a trade. Director Henderson stated they didn’t want it as a trade but they can put it through the auction and someone will buy it. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the purchase of Bucket Truck in the amount of $78,500 out of the 2020 budget and the fund 41. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Discussion & Consideration Of Change Order For A New Dump Truck & Painting Of Dump Bed
Director Henderson stated this is for the dump truck that is on order. It is still in manufacturing and it is not expected to come out of manufacturing until February. Then it will be going to Tesco Williamsen to get the bed and all the components put on it. Tesco Williamsen called and told me they ordered a stainless steel bed on the truck so we talked about either staying with the stainless steel color like UDOT or continuing with the yellow color that the county has. He said he prefers the yellow and to paint it yellow it will be $2100.00. He stated he brought the change order today in case you wanted to approve that today. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the change order of $2100.00 to paint the bed. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.   	

Consideration Of Deadline For Tipping Fee Reimbursement For Dollar Ridge Fire
Commissioner Miles stated that he wanted to get this on the agenda not necessarily to pass anything, he just wants to make sure they look at this real hard because it has been a year and a half since the Dollar Ridge Fire and we have been paying for the tippage fees for the fire clean ups. There has never been a deadline for that and as long as we leave it open people will keep calling it Dollar Ridge Fire clean up. For that reason there should be a deadline date for the clean-up of the Dollar Ridge Fire. Commissioner Miles also stated there has been some misconception of the county paying for the clean-up of county resident’s property and that is not true but, the county has been very generous and paying for the tippage. There are people that think the county can just use the landfill for free and that is not true Wasatch County has to pay and Duchesne County has to pay. The tippage that the county has been paying for residents to clean up has been paid for out of the county’s general fund. Chairman Todd suggested the county should see where they are with the landfill. Commissioner Miles stated he would ask Emergency Management Director Lefler to get the numbers to us and look at this again at our next meeting. He also stated he would invite our Landfill Director Hal Gines to attend.

Consideration Of Selling Property In Pinion Forest To Pinion Forest Special Service District
Linda Northington, Richard Northington, Kirk Marchin with Ensign Engineering joined the meeting at 9:30 AM and Eric Johnson with Blaisdell, Church, & Johnson(via phone)  joined the meeting at 9:30 AM 	
Mrs. Northington stated they were here today to see if the county would be interested in selling the property in Pinion Forest to Pinion Forest Special Service District at a fair market price. She also stated they are an entity of Duchesne County. Chairman Todd asked Mr. Marchin what his perspective is on this issue. Mr. Marchin stated he was just filled in on the whole situation last week. He stated he was asked to help provide cost estimates in regards to the office building, and there was something said about the property maybe being gifted. Chairman Todd stated it cannot be gifted; the only options are to lease or buy. Commissioner Miles stated he thinks there might have been a hope that it could have been gifted but it’s not possible. Commissioner Miles asked Mr. Johnson what his thoughts are, if there is a requirement that they buy the property or could there be a lease to buy option worked out. Mr. Johnson stated the worry would be the security for the loan and of course if they owned the land that would give the PCIB the strongest security. Chairman Todd stated when land is sold in that area it has to be at least five acres and talking with our Assessor for a vacant unimproved land it would be in the amount of $1,800 an acre, which would be approximately $9,200. With the location of the land it would have to be the bottom section (see attached photo). Mr. Johnson stated that looked good and it will work. Mrs. Nortington asked how soon the survey could be done. Commissioner Miles stated she can survey it whenever she would like or the county can have it surveyed and just pass the cost on to her. Mr. Johnson encouraged Mrs. Northington to talk to the Engineer about that. She agreed and stated the Engineer said they can get that done. Mr. Johnson also stated to Mrs. Northington that as soon as the survey is done he will put together a land purchase agreement for her to present to the county. Then they will need to get a preliminary title report for the property. Commissioner Miles made a motion to sell five acres to Pinion Forest Service District for the amount of $1,800 per acre with the factor of 1.64 percent, and they take care of the survey. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All Commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.



Consideration Of Utah Cooperative Wildfire System Participation Commitment With Utah Division Of Forestry, Fire And State Lands
Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler joined the meeting at 9:45 AM
Director Lefler stated this is the participation commitment that the county has that we need to keep track of the participation of the Wildland Fire help in the county. The reason he brought this up is because they have already sent us the participation commitment for 2020 which was $121,034.00 and for the signature for that. Director Lefler stated there has been some discussion about hiring some crews to do mitigation work on some of these high hazard areas. He has the idea to pick one of these areas and dump a lot of our efforts into that area to make a big impact in that area instead of band aiding a lot of different areas. Director Lefler stated he would like to instill how important it is for us to keep good records of our mitigation work to meet the participation commitment.   

Consideration Of Truck Bids For Emergency Management
Director Lefler stated the truck that he has now is a 2005 Dodge single cab. The problem is this truck was bought with Homeland Security Grant money and it was attached to Hazmat with the other trailers. As old as it is we could sale or trade it and replace it with basically the same type of one ton diesel truck but with four doors instead of two. Director Lefler stated we have to show that we replaced the truck that was attached to the grant. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the purchase for $42,929.00 from Labrum Ford for a hazmat vehicle. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Consideration Of Volunteers For Victims Advocate
HR Director Melissa Yergensen and HR Generalist Marcee Johnson joined the meeting at 10:06AM
HR Generalist Johnson presented two names for the Victim Advocate Volunteer program; they are Cindy Stinger and Nicole Kurtz. Commissioner Hansen made a motion to approve Nicole Kurtz and Cindy Stinger as new volunteers to the Victim Advocate office. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed. 

Consideration Of PTO Policy Update
HR Director Yergensen stated the Wellness committee met last week and they talked about doing a preventative health care campaign for the county employees. One thing they talked about is letting the employees use their EIB for their preventative wellness check so they wouldn’t have to use their PTO. She stated she added a section to the EIB policy that would allow employees to use the EIB time, 16 hours per year for preventative health care. If this is approved we would create some kind of form that the employee would have to take to the physician to have them state that the visit was for some kind of preventative care. The supervisor over the employee would also have to sign the paper. She state it would give the employee to utilize their EIB and it could save the county money. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the PTO policy update to allow up to 16 hour per year out of the EIB for employees to receive annual preventative health care. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Discussion & Consideration Of An Application For Residential Exemption 
Assessor Greg Garff and Deputy Assessor Michelle Lewis joined the meeting at 10:20AM
Assessor Garff presented an application for Residential Exemption from Holly Jensen.  He stated Mrs. Jensen claims she lives at 11820 N Uinta Canyon Hwy Neola UT, but her mail is delivered to 1689 Colorado River Drive Windsor, CO. Chairman Todd asked about last year, did she get the exemption last year. Deputy Lewis stated she did claim primary residency last year. Weld County in CO claims she came into possession of the house in July of 2018. She is not registered to vote in Duchesne County and when they asked her where she pays her income taxes she claims she doesn’t pay taxes, then she changed her mind and said she doesn’t know which state she pays her taxes in, but her CPA is located in Roosevelt UT. Assessor Lewis stated upon researching her vehicle history she does have some vehicles registered in Duchesne County but her renewal notices for them are being mailed to the Windsor, CO address. She also cancelled a registration for a 2015 BMW on 3-15-2018, the reason she gave for the cancelation was that she moved out of state. Commissioner Miles stated there is a lot of evidence that she does not reside in Duchesne County. The commissioners feel there is not enough proof that she lives in Duchesne County therefor she does not qualify to claim primary residency. Deputy Attorney Allred stated she should appeal to the Board of Equalization.

Discussion Of A Home In Roosevelt That Was Purchased After The Appeal Deadline
Assessor Garff stated there was a home bought after the BOE appointment was finished. Assistant Casper stated this home was bought on a fore closure for $43,000. Commissioner Hansen asked if they are just trying to get the taxes lowered. Assessor Garff stated the Assessor’s office had the value at $119,000 but they had no idea this destruction had taken place. Commissioner Miles asked how can you give a full year’s tax break to someone who purchased property in the last quarter. Assessor Garff left the meeting to make a phone call to try to find more information on this matter.

Auditors Office - Vouchers 
Deputy Clerk/Auditor Chesile Jessen joined the meeting at 10:55 AM
Deputy Jessen presented vouchers 14799 through 148054 for 11/21/2019 in the amount of three hundred two thousand three hundred fifty one dollars and nine cents ($302,351.09). Commissioner Hansen made a motion to approve the vouchers as presented. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Consideration Of Business Licenses For Mountain Creek Landscapes LLC & White Raven Wellness
Deputy Jessen presented a business license for Mountain Creek Landscapes LLC and White Rave Wellness. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the business licenses for Mountain Creek Landscapes LLC and White Raven Wellness. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was approved.

Assessor’s Office - Tax Adjustments
Deputy Jessen presented Tax Adjustments from the Assessor’s office. Commissioner Hansen made a motion to approve the Tax Adjustments from Assessors office. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Payroll –
Payroll and Benefit Director Jamie Park joined the meeting at 11:12 AM
Director Park presented the payroll for 11/21/2019. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve the payroll for 11/21/2019. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All Commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Recess 11:15 AM – 11:25 AM

Consideration of Board Appointments
Chairman Todd stated the Hospital Board appointment will be taken care of next week.  Northeastern Counseling has no applicants so far so we will look at that again next week.  Assistant Casper stated Lavon Gines isn’t sure if he wants to be re-appointed for another term for DCWCD representing the Moon Lake area, so she had it put in the paper for 2 weeks. Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve Keith Hooper to be re-appointed as a board member for the Duchesne County Water Conservancy District. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed. 

Commissioner Hansen made a motion to re-appoint Jim Young and Ryan Harrison to the Weed Board. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed. 

Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve Patricia Bennett, Rick Harrison, and Kurt Mower to be re-appointed on the Children’s Justice Center Board, also approve Matt Morrison as the Criminal Defense Attorney who will be filling the unexpired term of Herb Gillespie. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Commissioner Miles made a motion to approve Jenny Giles’ application to fill the Tabiona/Hanna seat to be replacing Kathy Giles on the Planning and Zoning Board, and also to re-appoint Ken Richens as the County At Large Representative. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Commissioner Hansen made a motion to re-appoint Jeff Henderson representing the Oil & Gas seat and Darin Landes who has applied to fill the Forestry seat. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed. 

Closed Meeting – Strategy Sessions To Discuss: Pending Or Reasonably Imminent Litigation; 
Commissioner Miles made a motion to go in and out of closed for the purpose of Pending Or Reasonably Imminent Litigation. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting
Commissioner Hansen made a motion that we do opt in to the negotiating class. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All voted aye and the motion was passed.

 Closed Meeting – Strategy Sessions To Discuss: The Character, Professional Competence, Or Physical Or Mental Health Of An Individual;
Commissioner Miles made a motion to go in and out of closed for The Character, Professional Competence, Or Physical Or Mental Health Of An Individual. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting
	No Action Taken

Discussion Of A Home In Roosevelt That Was Purchased After The Appeal Deadline
Consideration Of Board Appointments and Discussion & Consideration Of An Application For Residential Exemption (continued from earlier discussion)
Assessor Greg Garff rejoined the meeting to finish discussion from earlier at 12:55
Assessor Garff stated he talked to Denny Lytle about the application for residential exemption and he told him September 15 is the date for the disclosure notices for the BOE. He also stated the BOE is always open until January 31 of the following year. The county can make the adjustment and send it in or open the BOE, but legally the county doesn’t have to do anything. He also stated his office will review as of January 1, 2020 for next year’s taxes. Assessor Garff stated as far as Holly Jensen and applying for a residential exemption, she can either pay the taxes before the deadline or wait and pay the penalty. After his office assesses the issue and if they decide this is her primary home she will get a refund for the extra amount but not the penalty she paid.

Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meetings Held November 18, 2019
Commissioner Hansen made a motion to approve the minutes for November 18, 2019 as presented. Commissioner Miles seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion was passed.

Discussion Of Possible Subjects For The Next Meeting
	Board of Appointments

Commission Calendaring &Weekly Update On Events

Adjournment
At 1:55 P.M. Commissioner Miles motioned to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the meeting was adjourned.
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