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ESCALANTE CITY MEETING
NOVEMBER 19, 2019
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Louise Barnes,
Dan’l Lindsay, Marlene Stowe, Lenza Wilson and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council member Guy Graham and City Attorney Barry Huntington were excused. 

Also present were Bill Weppner, Margie Weppner, Terence Tontlewicz, Suzanne Stadler, 
Leslie Venuti, Denise Olson, Don Porter, Peggy Meisenbach, John Meisenbach, Elaine Lott, Lawrence Barnes, Bob Hartman, Louise Eutropius, Julie Brugger, Mark Hilliam, Tari Cottam, Mckynlee Cottam, Shelia White and Ryan White.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Stowe, Wilson and Barnes voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 05, 2019 MEETING
Council member Stowe made a motion to adopt the minutes of the November 05, 2019             meeting as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Wilson, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
LESLIE VENUTI
Mrs. Venuti thanked the City Council for the use of the new Community Center for the Veterans’ display. Mrs. Venuti said the Community Center is a great facility. Mayor Torgersen thanked Mrs. Venuti and Marty Henrie for putting together the Veterans’ display and continuing the tradition. 

BOB HARTMAN
Mr. Hartman congratulated Marlene Stowe, Guy Graham and Lenza Wilson on being elected to the City Council in the last election.  

JULIE BRUGGER
Ms. Brugger said she read in the paper that Escalante is moving forward with affordable housing and going to CDBG for funding. Ms. Brugger asked the Council to inform the citizens of their plans. 

BILL WEPPNER 
Mr. Weppner said he had the opportunity to attend the Planning and Zoning Meeting last week. Mr. Weppner said there were comments make that Escalante will never become a hub. 
Mr. Weppner said there are two point five million people that come through Escalante every year. Mr. Weppner said he would like the first responders to be taken into consideration when there are projects approved. Mr. Weppner said what are we going to do for an emergency when the first responders are too busy. Mr. Weppner said volunteers are all human and when the town grows and gets busy the first responders get busier. 

Mr. Weppner said if anyone has questions about the new Fire Truck please ask and we will explain it to you. Mr. Weppner said anyone is welcome to come in and look at the new truck. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
TOG PROPERTIES, LLC – SINGLE PARCEL SPLIT – 25 SOUTH 800 EAST
Council member Stowe explained this project to the Council. Council member Stowe said this project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended the approval to the City Council. City Recorder Steed said a single parcel can only be split once every five years.  Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for TOG Properties, LLC. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Lindsay, Stowe and Wilson voting aye. 

TED LEVINE & SUSANNE STADLER – HOT DOG DINER – 280 EAST MAIN STREET
Council member Stowe explained this project. This item meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has recommended the approval to the City Council. Council member Wilson      made a motion to approve the Municipal Project Approval Form for Mr. Levine and 
Ms. Stadler. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lindsay, Barnes and Stowe voting aye. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
NEW 1” WATER METER – MARK AND LEANNE HILLAM – 800 WEST 600 SOUTH
Mayor Torgerson explained she has contacted Council member Graham about this meter. 
Mayor Torgersen said Council member Graham is concerned with high water pressure. 
Mayor Torgersen said Council member Graham strongly recommends a water pressure reducer. Council member Barnes asked Mr. Hilliam if he owned the property. Mr. Hilliam said no the purchase will depend on the approval of the Water Meter. Council member Barnes said 
Mr. Hilliam needs to own the property before we can make a motion. This item was discussed 
at length. Council member Lindsay made a motion to approve the 1” Water Meter for 
Mr. and Mrs. Hillam contingent upon ownership of the property by December 19, 2019. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Barnes, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye. 

NEW WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION – RYAN AND SHELIA WHITE
395 EAST 300 SOUTH
Mayor Torgersen explained Council member Graham is aware of this Water Meter and has no issues with it. Mr. White explained the home and small hair salon is on the same connection and they would like separate connections because they are on two parcels. Council member Stowe said Mr. and Mrs. White will have to come to Planning and Zoning for a Lot Line Adjustment to fix the property lines. Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the new Water and Sewer connection for Mr. and Mrs. White. Council member Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Wilson, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye. 

CITY BANNER FOR ESCALANTE HIGH SCHOOL GYM
City Recorder Steed stated a conflict of interest because she is the Escalante High School Girls Basketball Coach. Mckynlee Cottam presented the options (attached) and explained the banner to the City Council. This item was discussed at length. Council member Wilson made a motion to donate $300.00 for the City Banner, T-Shirt advertisement and the Sponsorship to Escalante High School. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Barnes and Wilson voting aye. 

AIRPORT CONSULTANTS PLANNING AND ENGINEERING SERVICES
Council member Barnes explained the FAA requires the City to advertise for Planning and Engineering Services for the Airport every five years. Council member Barnes said Armstrong Consultants is the only firm that submitted their statements of qualifications and experience for consideration. Council member Barnes said Armstrong has put books together for our review. Council member Barnes said this will be put on the agenda on December 03, 2019 to award a contract for Planning and Engineering Services. Council member Lindsay asked how people knew to submit their statements. Council member Barnes explained the contract was advertised.  Council member Wilson explained he ran into some problems with the fence project that was under Armstrong Consultants. Council member Wilson said if Armstrong Consultants continues to represent the City, they need to be aware of what happened. This item was discussed at length. 

2019 ELECTION CANVASS
City Recorder Steed explained the 2019 Election Canvass. City Recorder Steed read the election results (attached). Council member Barnes made a motion to approve the 2019 Election Canvass as presented. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Barnes, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS LISTS
Mayor Torgersen explained the updated Capital Improvements Lists are used when applying for Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) and, or the Utah Permanent Community Impact Fund Board (CIB). Mayor Torgersen explained the updated lists will be used for the 2020 FY funding cycle. City Recorder Steed said the Capital Improvements Lists must be returned to Five County by January 8, 2020. Mayor Torgersen read the last years Capital Improvements List. This item was discussed at length and will be put on the next agenda. 

CHRISTMAS BONUS, GIFT CARDS, PARTY
City Recorder Steed asked the Council if they would like to do the Christmas Gift Cards and bonuses for the Employees, Mayor and City Council. City Recorder Steed asked if the Council would like to look at turkeys or hams in place of the gift cards. City Recorder Steed asked the Council if they would like to have a Christmas Party in the new Multi-Purpose Building this year. Council member Barnes said in the past only a few people show up to the Christmas Party. Council member Lindsay said a Christmas Party is hard due to family gatherings. Council member Barnes asked Fire Chief Porter if the Fire Department would prefer a $25.00 gift card or a ham or turnkey. Chief Porter said he does not want anything. This item was discussed at length. 
Council member Barnes made a motion to give a ham or turkey to the City Volunteers, Council, Mayor and Employees and to give bonuses to the Employees, Council members and Mayor. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Barnes, Stowe and Lindsay voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
The Administrative Department had nothing to report at this time. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen said she would like to turn some time over to the Fire Department for a report. BILL WEPPNER 
Mr. Weppner said the Fire Department received the new Fire Truck. Mr. Weppner said the truck is equipped, functional and they have done some training with it. Mr. Weppner said if anyone has any questions about why we have this type of truck please ask a firefighter and we will explain it to you. Mr. Weppner explained the Fire Department needs equipment that can handle all road conditions and they will be going for donations to purchase the needed equipment. 
Mr. Weppner said they also need personal protection and equipment to outfit the truck. Mr. Weppner explained they will be approaching the Federal Government along with the State of Utah for donations. Mayor Torgersen said all donations collected must come to the City Office within three days of receiving them. Mr. Weppner said the Fire Department responds to multiple false alarms and he would like to look at a fine to impose on business owners that have false alarms. Mr. Weppner said he feels the first false alarm should be a grace and then after that they should pay a fine. Mr. Weppner said he feels the amount of the fee should be $500.00. Fees for vehicle extrication and search and rescue were also discussed. Mayor Torgersen said the City will look into the fines discussed. Fire Chief Don Porter said every piece of equipment we put into the new truck is used. Chief Porter asked if the $22,000.00 check he gave to the City can be used for new equipment or if it is going to pay for the new truck. Mayor Torgersen said the $22,000.00 will go towards paying for the truck but any other donations brought in can go towards equipment. Chief Porter asked if they can bank all the donations from year to year. Mayor Torgersen said donations will need to be used by the end of the fiscal year. Council member Lindsay said the County has two water trucks they are willing to let the Fire Department use. Chief Porter said with the old plumbing we cannot use them.

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said explained the Airport Capital Improvement Plan (attached). 

Council member Barnes said the new flooring at the Pilots Lounge is done and looks good. Council member Barnes said she is going to put some furniture in the Pilots Lounge for the pilots. Council member Barnes said she is going to contact the Chamber of Commerce to see if they would like to sponsor the Pilots Lounge and put advertisements in there. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has been doing some maintenance on the buildings. Council member Wilson said he has installed power for the ice cream machine in the Multi-Purpose Center. Council member Wilson explained, since the Multi-Purpose building was designed, there is a need for an additional electric box, which he will be installing. 

Council member Wilson asked the Council when they would like to advertise the sell of the old Community Center. Mayor Torgersen said she feels now is a good time to move forward. Council member Wilson said he will work with City Recorder Steed on the advertisement.

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay said the concrete work on Main Street is complete and looks great. Council member Lindsay explained the City put the concrete in places where the weeds were out of control or in front of landowner’s property where they requested it. Council member Lindsay said the City will not put concrete in front of landowner’s property if they are taking care of it. 

UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Lindsay made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Wilson, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye.

Council member Barnes made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.
Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.





_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
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