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Memorandum 
 
To: Mayor Wood/City Council 
 
From: Kyle Kershaw 
 
Date: November 25, 2019 
 
Subject:  Analysis of Outside Legal Fees Account (10-47-313-02) 

 

 

 

At the November 20, 2019 City Council Meeting Councilmember Siwik asked a 
question regarding the amount of expenditures that had been allocated to the City 
Attorney Budget Line Item “Outside Legal Fees” (10-47-313-02).   Councilmember 
Siwik had noticed that the account was significantly over budget. 
 
Upon further review we noticed four items had been coded into the Outside Legal 
Fee account in error.  Three expenditures, $15,500 each, were monthly fees payable 
to the Cowdell Wooley Law Firm.  This is the group which provides prosecution 
services to the city.  Those expenditures should have been coded into the 
“Prosecution Contract Services” account (10-47-313-03).   
 
The other expenditure was a lump sum payment to the Holland & Hart law firm in 
the amount of $55,000.  This payment was for legal services associated with the 
city’s storm water MS4 permit renewal process.  The time period for these services 
span the June 2019 through the March 2020 periods.  That expenditure should 
have been coded into the Storm Water Maintenance Account (10-62-440-00) in the 
City Engineer’s budget.  We want to be able to identify all costs associated with the 
city’s storm water program in one area which is why the legal fees should be coded 
into the storm water account. 
 
These coding errors took place while Hannah Vickery was on leave.  In attempting to 
ensure all vendors were paid in a timely manner some errors were made.  Adjusting 
journal entries have been made to correct the errors.  Attached are the documents 
in question for your review. 
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