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ESCALANTE CITY MEETING
NOVEMBER 05, 2019
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST



Mayor Melani Torgersen called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said regular meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Louise Barnes, 
Guy Graham, Marlene Stowe, Lenza Wilson, Dan’l Lindsay, City Attorney Barry Huntington and City Recorder Stephanie Steed.

Also present were Garfield County Sheriff Danny Perkins, Sage Robinson, Chris Plancarte, 
Bob Hartman, Terence Tontlewicz, Bill Weppner, Margie Weppner, Lawrence Barnes, 
Leslie Venuti and Elaine Lott.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Stowe made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Stowe, Lindsay, Wilson and Barnes voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 15, 2019 MEETING
Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt the minutes of the October 15, 2019              meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Wilson, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
BILL WEPPNER
Mr. Weppner said he is a member of the Escalante Fire Department. Mr. Weppner said the new fire truck was delivered on Friday November 1, 2019. Mr. Weppner explained what type of fire truck it is and how it works. Mr. Weppner thanked the City Council, Mayor Torgersen and City Recorder Steed for all the support and hard work put towards getting the fire truck. Mr. Weppner also thanked Garfield County Commissioners and staff for all their support. 

MARGIE WEPPNER
Mrs. Weppner thanked the City Council for their support in getting the new fire truck. Mrs. Weppner thanked Mayor Torgersen for her efforts and for approaching agencies for the financing. Mrs. Weppner said Mayor Torgersen did an excellent job in representing the City. Mrs. Weppner thanked City Recorder Steed for putting together the grants for the fire truck. Mrs. Weppner said she appreciates the County Commissioners and especially Commissioner Taylor for all their help in getting the fire truck. Mrs. Weppner said this fire truck is not just for the fire men but for residence and people who come to visit. Mrs. Weppner said with the new fire truck the firemen can keep the community safe and it will keep our fireman safe. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning had one thing on the Agenda but there were questions so they tabled it until the applicants can be present to answer them. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
Sheriff Perkins said, after searching for a gentleman over by Boulder for several weeks, he was finally located, but he had passed away. Sheriff Perkins explained they are still waiting for an autopsy report for the cause of death.

Sheriff Perkins explained the contract from the Bureau of Land Management for an officer has been approved. Sheriff Perkins said he advertised the job and has four applicants he is looking at. Sheriff Perkins explained he contacted Scott Stevens at the Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) and classes start on January 6, 2020. Sheriff Perkins said he would like to have someone hired by the end of the month or the first of December.  

Sheriff Perkins said Shaun Levitt is in custody and being charged federally with weapon theft and burglary. Sheriff Perkins said there are State Charges that will be looked at after Mr. Levitt is charged federally. 

ESCALANTE HIGH SCHOOL - UPDATE
CHRIS PLANCARTE 
Mr. Plancarte explained he is the student body president at Escalante High School. Mr. Plancarte said they have had changes in their schedule due to a lack of teachers. Mr. Plancarte said they now have a new History Teacher and have received a lot of applications for the English Teacher.
Mr. Plancarte said the Volleyball team made it to state and played three games. 

EXPRESS BILL PAY
City Recorder Steed explained the Express Bill Pay program. City Recorder Steed said she feels this program will help the customers and reduce the delinquent accounts. City Recorder Steed presented the fees to the Council (attached) and explained them. Council member Barnes made a motion to purchase the Express Bill Pay Program. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Graham, Wilson, Stowe and Barnes voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed explained there were shipping complications with the Election ballots for the Escalante City Voters. City Recorder Steed said the City and Garfield County Clerks office is working together doing everything we can to accommodate all voters. City Recorder Steed explained the polls will be open at the City Office and the Garfield County Clerks Office today until 8:00 p.m.

City Recorder Steed presented the Ordinance Changes from the last work meeting for review.  City Recorder Steed told the Council if they look good, we can discuss scheduling a Public Hearing. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen thanked Bill Weppner for touching on the fire truck. Mayor Torgersen said Mr. Weppner got things rolling with getting a new fire truck. Mayor Torgersen said Mr. Weppner did a lot of research and went back to look at the fire truck and drove it. Mayor Torgersen said we need more volunteers for the Fire Department, Search and Rescue and EMT’s.  

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said she was told she doesn’t give enough information on the Airport and that she glosses over things. Council member Barnes said the Airport Fly In is not a City sponsored event. Council member Barnes explained the history of the fly in and how she became part of the event. Council member Barnes also explained the type of airplanes that are involved in the event. 

Council member Barnes said she is working on refurbishing the Pilots lounge at the airport. Council member Barnes explained in detail her plans and said she is putting new vinyl and furniture in the Pilots Lounge. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said the water is drained and off at the old Community Center and he is in the process of having the power turned off.

Council member Wilson said he is working on a rental agreement for the Gym. Council member Wilson said he feels we need to look at who is using the Gym and protect the floor. Council member Wilson said where the School District refinishes the Gym floor every three years, he feels we should not allow street shoes on it unless it is tarped. Council member Wilson explained he has contacted Pickle Ball and they will collect all their fees and pay them to the City Office. 

Council member Wilson said he is working on rental agreements for the new Multi-Purpose Building and the Pavilion. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time.
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe reminded everyone that the dumpsters are for household garbage only. Council member Stowe explained the City Employees must clean up anything that is not household garbage and take it to the Landfill. Council member Stowe said there was an old toilet and mattresses left at the dumpsters. Council member Stowe said the Landfill is open Monday through Saturday at 1:00 and people can also call to have it opened.  
 
COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay explained we have some land scape on Main Street that will be replaced with concrete. Council member Lindsay said the contractor will be here in the next couple of days to put the stamped concrete in. Council member Lindsay said when that is finished, we will be close to having concrete replacing the landscaping were there are problems with water leaks and weeds. 
 
UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Stowe made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Wilson               seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Lindsay, Wilson and Barnes voting aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session at this time.

Council member Stowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:35 p.m.
Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.




_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder
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