EWC

Rural Planning Organization

RTEC CHAIR-TOM HIRSCHI

EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION

RTAC CHAIR-ARTHUR LEBARON  PLANNING MANAGER-CURT HUTCHINGS

MINUTES

Rural Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC)
Jan. 31, 2013, 10:00 am
Hurricane City Hall
147 NORTH 870 WEST

HURRICANE, UT

RTAC MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Arthur LeBaron
Mr. Derek Imlay
Ms. Angela Rohr
Mr. Kirk Thornock for
Mr. Dana Meier
Mr. Todd Edwards

RTAC MEMBERS ABSENT:
Mr. Daren Cottam

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Rick Snyder

Mr. Wayne Petersen

Mr. Curt Hutchings

Mr. Myron Lee

Mr. Dave Demas

REPRESENTING:
Hurricane City
LaVerkin City

Leeds Town Council

Utah Dept. of Transportation
Washington County

REPRESENTING:
Toquerville City

REPRESENTING:

Sunrise Engineering

Leeds Resident

Five County Assoc. of Governments
Five County Assoc. of Governments
Five County Assoc. of Governments

l. CALL TO ORDER AND QUORUM DECLARATION
Chair Arthur LeBaron welcomed all present and declared there was a quorum. Mr. Dave
Demas introduced a new member to the Committee — Ms. Angela Rohr is now the
designated representative from Leeds Town to the Eastern Washington County Rural
Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC). She reported that Mayor Alan Roberts is
planning to retire as Mayor on February 13, 2013. Mr. Dana Meier of the Utah Department
of Transportation (UDOT) could not attend and was represented by Mr. Kirk Thornock.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 15, 2012

A motion was made by Mr. Todd Edwards, seconded by Mr. Kirk Thornock, to approve
the Minutes for November 15, 2012 for the Eastern Washington County Rural
Transportation Advisory Committee with the following addition:

The inclusion of discussion and the subsequent decision to change

the project on the EWC RPO Project Prioritization 2012-2013 Studies,

Traffic and Trail Combined List (the eighth item labeled SR-17-A)

to be expanded to include all signals on SR-9 from Interstate 15

to the LaVerkin signals.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

(Note: This change to the Project Prioritization List actually occurred at the EWC RTEC
Meeting dated 12-13-12 and will not be added to the EWC RTAC Minutes of 11-15-12).

UPCOMING COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS MEETING - UPDATE

A. Submitted Corridor Preservation Projects

Mr. Todd Edwards announced that the next Council of Governments (COG) meeting is
scheduled for February 5, 2013 at 5:00 pm in the County Commission Chambers. That is the
same day as the Dixie Transportation Expo which doesn’t end until 5:00 pm. Mr. Edwards
invited all RTAC members to attend the meeting.

One item on the Agenda is the COG Project Prioritization List. There are going to be two
projects taken off the list and approximately ten added to it. Three of the ten have been
submitted by Hurricane City. There will also be funding requests for two projects: one for
Bluff Street in St George City, and one for 600 North in Hurricane City. It was Mr. Edwards’
opinion that both projects are likely to be funded as there is enough money available to do
so.

FUNCTIONAL CLASS ROADS UPDATE

Mr. Dave Demas passed out a map indicating the functional class of roads as provided by
UDOT, with modifications suggested by the RTAC representatives of local communities. Mr.
Demas also created a spreadsheet of the roads and their classifications as an additional

tool. Mr. Abdul Wakil is still evaluating the returned maps and spreadsheet. He may contact
cities and town directly to discuss certain requests.

Mr. Edwards inquired if there are any roads that have to be taken off of the functional
classification map in order to add others and adhere to target percentages. Mr. Thornock
said he hasn’t heard anything about target percentages. Mr. Demas added that as an area
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grows, more roads may be allowed within an area. Mr. Edwards said he understood that
County boundaries are the limit within which percentages of classified roads allowed are
determined. Washington County is concerned that if the cities and towns are granted all
their requests for classified roads, then County roads might be declassified in order to meet
percentage targets. Mr. Myron Lee suggested the need to communicate with local elected
officials and keep them aware of the road designation procedure and its progress.

INCLUSION INTO MPO UPDATE

Mr. Demas said he didn’t have much to share today. Mr. Lee said the Dixie Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) Executive Council (DTEC) needs to approve amended Bylaws
that include the membership of the RPO entities. Then a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) needs to be written up, acknowledged, and signed by DTEC members. At that point
the vote shares need to be finalized. Mr. Demas provided a map of the new MPO boundary
with the RPO included. The County will hopefully provide the legal description of the new
MPO boundaries. The Eastern Washington County RPO will be dissolved as of July 1, 2013.

Mr. Hutchings interjected that he recently sent out billings to the RTAC entities for the last
six months (July-December 2012). He will send out a second billing for January through June
at the beginning of July. The MPO membership billing will also occur in July or August 2013.
Mr. LeBaron noted that the RPO money should already be budgeted. Mr. Lee will send out
an email reiterating the vote share decisions and subsequent costs that will need to be
included in towns/cities’ budget discussions currently underway for fiscal year 2014.

CORRIDOR STUDY UPDATE

The contractors doing the Eastern Washington County RPO Corridor Study (Horrocks
Engineers) are now undertaking a Land Use Allocation Model. This modeling can create
different growth scenarios, then determine transportation patterns and road usage based
on land use. The Census information in the model has been updated along with project
projections. The GOPB population numbers were recently adjusted to reflect changes in the
county. Mr. Edwards asked for a copy of the updated population projection numbers. Mr.
Hutchings will follow-up on this.

The contractors have been asked to finish the report by the first of May with presentation
and finalization to be completed by June 2013.

OTHER/FUTURE TOPICS

A. Transportation Expo

There was discussion regarding advertisement of the Transportation Expo. Mr. Edwards
noted that he hasn’t seen much advertising about the Expo. Emails were sent by St George
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City to attendees from last year. It was included in the last Five County AOG Newsletter.
Mr. Lee will be meeting with the radio studio soon. Arthur will have a Facebook and Twitter
announcement sent out. Projects expected to draw attention include the Bluff Street
project, the Washington through turns, and the Washington Parkway. Mr. Demas
suggested contacting all the RPO entities. He will send out an email.

B. Pedestrian Walkway on Virgin River Gorge Bridge

Mr. Demas inquired regarding an earlier discussion about the addition of a sidewalk to the
Virgin River Gorge Bridge. Mr. Dana Meier had suggested that the RPO write a letter
requesting information from the UDOT Structural Division concerning the possibility of
adding a sidewalk to that bridge. Mr. Lee shared an earlier experience with this same issue
and at that time it was determined by UDOT in or about September 2002 that the bridge
does not have enough structural integrity.

When the bridge remodel was done, a lightweight aggregate and a lighter concrete product
were used, but the bridge still couldn’t sustain any additional width. Mr. Derek Imlay shared
a previous suggestion from Representative Brad Last and the Washington County School
District to create a pedestrian walkway that went under the bridge. Mr. Lee remembers
being tasked to inform LaVerkin City that despite all efforts to make it so, the bridge cannot
sustain any further widening to accommodate a sidewalk.

Mr. Thornock heard about bringing a pedestrian signal closer to the bridge to assist the
school children crossing the street safely.

Mr. Demas suggested that the letter be sent directly to Mr. Nathan Lee, Director of UDOT
Region Four with a cc: to the UDOT Structural Division. Mr. Meier had previously suggested
the opposite. Mr. Lee proposed that perhaps a second structure just for pedestrian use be
considered. Mr. LeBaron was to prepare the letter because of his previous involvement and
Mr. Demas would review it.

C. Next meeting
March 28, 2013, 1:30 pm at LaVerkin City Hall.

ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent.
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