MINUTES OF SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING HELD OCOTBER 28, 2019 BEGINNING AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE DUCHESNE COUNTY EVENT CENTER 
60 WEST 400 SOUTH DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present-
[bookmark: _GoBack]Commission Chairman Greg Todd, Commissioner Greg Miles, Commissioner Irene Hansen, Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred, Commissioner Assistant BobbJo Casper, Deputy Clerk-Auditor Janet Jenkins taking the minutes of the meeting, Gerard Yates, Chuck Hale, Mike Lefleer, Eric Major, Ben Henderson, Erik Rube, JoAnn Evans, Jeff Evans, Ron Jenkins, Omah Nelson, Wally Nelson, Jeff Reading, Walter Johnson, Julianna Johnson, Diane Johnson, Calvin Reading Samuel Reading, Miles Hanberg, Greg Garff, Shelley Brennan. Jerry Lisonbee, Kevin Thamas, Randall Thacker, Travis Tucker, Mark Holden, Jeramy Hales, Marlin Johnson. Dustin Grubav, Kirk Holt, W. Russ Findlay, Henry Remund, Merilee Remund, Cassie Casper, Weston Remund, Brandon Phillips, David Phillips, and John Thompson

This Public Meeting Is To provide Information On Dollar Ridge Fire, Strawberry River And Timber Canyon. The Agenda Is As Follows:

Opening Comments
	Chairman Todd welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Pledge Of Allegiance

Overview & History
Chairman Todd opened the meeting by encouraging everyone in attendance to sign their names on the signup sheet. Chairman Todd stated this is an informational meeting. On July 2nd 2018 we had a fire that changed Duchesne County as well as a lot of the residences of Duchesne County.  Flood number one & two came at the end of July in 2018 and then flood number three came in July of 2019. On September 11, 2019 NRCS approved money to come to Duchesne County. We as commissioners found out about getting the money on September 12, 2019. We got all the paper work together and finished by September 29th, 2019 and that is the day we signed the agreement with NRCS. In this agreement Duchesne County is able to pay 25% and the NRCS will pay 75%. This is why we thought it was important to have this meeting here today.

Central Utah Water – Presenter:  Gerard Yates
Mr. Yates’ roll for Central Utah Water is the drinking water and water quality. Mr. Yates presented a slide show for the audience titled “When Wild Fires & Water Quality Don’t Mix”. (See attached power point)
	
National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) - Presenter: Bronson Smart & Tony Bills
Mr. Smart is the State Conservationist for the NRCS. Mr. Smart and Mr. Bills presented a slide show to the audience titled “Avoiding the Disaster after a Disaster” which is an Emergency Watershed Protection Program. (See attached power point) 

Jones & Demille Engineering – Presenter: Eric Major
Mr. Major is the Roosevelt Office Manager for Jones & Demille Engineering. Mr. Major presented a slide show to the audience on the “Duchesne County Dollar Ridge EWP Project”. (See attached power point)
	
Mitigation Commission – Presenter: Mark Holden
Mr. Holden is the Executive Director for the Utah Reclamation Mitigation Conservation Commission. Mr. Holden presented a slide show to the audience on “The 2018 Dollar Ridge Fire” started July 2, 2018 – Burned nearly 70,000 acres. (See attached power point)

Utah Division Of Natural Resources – Presenter: Randal Thacker
Mr. Thacker stated last year they spent 1.1 million dollars to reseed 13,500 acres. It was seeded along some of the steep parts of the canyon and the river bottom along the corridor. They had really good luck to be able to get it seeded just a few days before the snow last year and that seed did very well and established at a much higher rate than usual.  It seems to have held up pretty good and produced some good vegetation even up on top. With that being said on those really steep channels there is very little hope of holding that together immediately. It is going to take a couple of more years for that vegetation to hold together especially when we know there is going to be more severe rain storms. He stated they have had some good success but when those rains storms come it is still going to be serious. The DNR’s strategy is going to be patiently work on as much as they can get done and the county needs to be patient also. It is going to take a few years before it will be worth investing this much money on. We know there is going to be more storms so we need to be very careful about spending too much money too fast so it is not all washed away with the next flood.

Utah Division of Water Rights – Andrew Dutson
Mr. Dutson is the Regional Engineer for the Utah Division of Water Rights. Mr. Dutson was unable to attend the meeting so he emailed a letter in which he asked to be read at the meeting. The letter was read to the audience by Commissioner Greg Miles. (See attached email)

Weather Update 
Commissioner Miles stated he reached out to a representative from NOAA but they were unable to attend the meeting. Commissioner Miles suggested to go to earthsky.org and it shows the outlook for 2019-2020 winter is above average for temperature a 10% to 20% chance to have a warmer than normal winter and an average amount of snow fall. We know that the weather does dramatic things especially after a burn scare.

Closing Remarks – Chairman Todd
Chairman Todd stated the commission would like to thank everyone that participated tonight. There were some great presentations with a lot of information that we all needed to hear and see. Chairman Todd stated he feels it would be appropriate to open the meeting now to some questions.

Questions & Answers
Question - Kurt Holt: There is an aquifer that runs under that canyon and there is four residential wells in that area. It was tested and showed a small amount 15ppb of arsenic and I was wondering if the fire is going to affect that? In the future are we going to need to get more filters that will better handle our drinking water? Question #2 - Are you going to try to put the stream bed back to where it was before? A lot of the property owners in the canyon their property goes to the center of the stream bed. So are you going to try to put it back where it was are you going to try to improve it or do you have an outlook for that? Response: There are times with a fire when you have metals such as arsenic you can see increased levels coming off the erosion. It also depends on how deep the aquifer is and how much clay is in it.  (land owner stated it is shallow). Don’t know if you will need more filteration but my suggestion is to get an arsenic test. Response  # 2 Eric Major: In the process as we have looked at things there is going to be some areas that it might make sense to reestablish that and there will be other areas that we could push it over but the next flood with mother nature that river is going to go right where it wants to be. I think it is going to be a case by case basis.
Question – Kevin Thomas: Do you have any intension of fixing the Strawberry River Road above Timber Canyon? Response - NRCS: There are some projects that were a different survey report that we attributed to Wasatch County. We are waiting to see what the results of what Wasatch County wants to do together with Duchesne County because of the property owners are all in Wasatch County but most of the road is in Duchesne County. One of the things we talked to Wasatch County about doing is offering some flood plain easements where the county could offer property owners if they wanted to put in an easement or basically getting rid of the property. Lots of different things can happen but after looking at the picture even below Timber Canyon as several presenters stated where it is still not stable and I would totally agree with that. We have seen that a lot with different projects around the state, we will do the best we can but we will have more success the lower end and the higher we go the more risk there is. Given what has happened up stream of that there is just not a lot of reward for the risk. That is kind of our take on some that. When we get up to that point we don’t think we will have any money to even get close.

Question - As a land owner is the road open? Do we have the option to get in ourselves? Response - Commissioner Miles:  As the land owner I think you do have the right to get to your property but currently the conditions makes not accessible. That was just an idea thrown out there. There are a lot of different agencies that we have to coordinate with. As I have been listening I have made a list these are the different agencies we have to work with NRCS, Army Core of Engineers, Division of Water Rights, Central Utah Water, Mitigation Commission, Bureau of Reclamation, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Wildlife Resources, Ute Tribe, and private individuals. That’s not counting the different departments within the county. So in order to answer that question we will have to get with almost all of these groups that I just mentioned. Chairman Todd mentioned that this is a group that we are working with and we are excited to be able to do something. I am using the word “try” because flood number four, five or six might come and that could change a lot of things. We purposely had Central Utah first to help everyone recognize that it is a very significant thing that is affecting a lot of people. You can see the money they are putting up to try to get us some clean water.

Question – Calvin Reading: There was a publication sent to me and in it stated individuals who wish to access their properties retain the ability to utilize the existing right of way. Can you describe what the existing right of way is? And where do we get permission to use the right of way? Response - Commissioner Todd stated that is part of the problem none of us know. The one thing I think we all need to recognize is there is no road. Question # 2 – Is there going to be a temporary path to our property that can be created until there is a right of way and the river is established so we can service and maintain our property? Response # 2 - Commissioner Todd : The additional thing that has happened with the signature with the NRCS is we follow the rules of the Federal Government and NRCS. We purposely got the statement from the State that is a permit to be able to do anything with the water. Question # 3 – What is going to prevent us from making our own path along the river to get to our property? Response – Commissioner Todd: The Mitigation Commission owns the property. Do we need to get permission to trespass on their property to get to our property? Response – Mark Holden from The Mitigation Commission: The Bureau of Reclamation and the Mitigation Commission own the property along the river. My understanding and I think what you were reading from maybe the statement that the county put out. Under state law if a road were to be vacated or closed private land owners and or public utility commissions have that right to use that corridor to get to their property. The problem is the corridor exists but the road doesn’t in many places so your question is how you can get permission to go outside that corridor. That is where you would have to get a permit and there is a process which you and I have talked about. Get together your proposal or idea and present that, it will have to be looked at and evaluated. It has to be physical sound and financially doable, it will have to be up to safe standards. The Bureau of Reclamation has a lot of engineers that can help evaluate that. This is out of my ball park but there are a lot of people that can help you do that. There have been a couple of times that Randal has come down from the Wildcat Canyon. There is a path for hiking but I realize that is not going to work for a lot of you particularly if you are thinking about equipment. Randal also took a horse and tried to find a path down the Wildcat Canyon to see if it was possible to pack things out and he wasn’t able to. He told the land owner that is not well advised for the land owners to invest a lot of money to re-establish a road up there that is not going to hold. First of all I don’t know if you can do it. What has happened up there now is nothing like those annual events that you guys have talked about. So I don’t think there is anything you can do to establish a road that would be safe. 

Question – Jeff Reading:  Is there a plan to do anything west of the mouth of Timber Canyon. I know getting a stabilized road up there is going to be a huge cost and it is going to be a long term thing. I know there has to be a way to get up to maintain our place. He further stated that he is not a Duchesne County tax payers but their cabin up there sitting in water and I haven’t heard about any plans from Wasatch County either. Response - Chairman Todd: The one thing we have to say is the NRCS has it in two different groups. The lower section in Duchesne County and the upper section for Wasatch County, some of the upper section is in Duchesne County that was assigned to Wasatch County and we recognize that and that is part of the process. The long term is the long term. We are looking ahead a little bit to see if we can go up, we have talked to Kathryn Quay the Engineer and she was going to talk about west of Timber Canyon towards your area. Commissioner Miles stated with the flood we had in July this year we have more projects than we have money. They have changed those DSR’s drastically from what they originally looked like. So we have to make the best guess with our money. I think we are going to make the right decision. This project money is to be used for the Promise Land to Timber Canyon. Like Eric Majors said we are going to stretch that money as far as we can to make a difference. Chairman Todd stated Duchesne County has the project from the Promise Land as it was explained by Eric Majors. There are a couple of places up and down stream but that is where this project was approved by NRCS. Commissioner Hansen spoke up and asked to share a couple of things. First of all we would like to thank everyone for coming. As I came into this office at the beginning of the year with this natural disaster in the past and still one major natural disaster to come, I have been able to be with our Emergency Management, Sheriff, and Roads personnel and it has been literally hand ringing trying to figure out what to do. One of the things, although the money had not come through we sat and said even if the money does come how can we indebt Duchesne County residents two million dollars, some we can use for match but we don’t know how. We don’t know exactly what we were going to be able to do, but knowing that we were doing something, Duchesne County stood tall. We literally had minutes to make the decision because everything had to be signed before the end of the month. Our Wasatch County friends are amazing they have been there for us and we have been there for them through floods and fires but they decided not to make that decision and we did. We as Commissioners stay awake at night wondering if we made the right decision especially when we are reminded that another flood event could take out what we are going to do. Again we stood tall and we are going to start and I’m excited.  A lot of times I wish I could be in the back but this time I was proud to be in the front because we have stepped up, now is the time and we are going to do what we can. We are going to start this process and we have brought on the best team in the United States and we have researched to make sure they are ready for a challenge because we are. Mr. Reading I have talked to your dad and I want him to get back up there fishing. It is a top priority and we will do everything we can but there is only so much money and we can’t commit to any more but we will stretch it as far as we can and we will do the very best we can.

Question – Wally Nelson: We live in Timber Canyon as full time residents, what is your intensions to getting us a route to let us in to winterize and take care of stuff and get some of our belongings that are left? Response Chairman Todd: Like we have already said with the presentation we recognize there is nothing we can do on the river side, it can’t be done. NRCS and Duchesne County has signed an agreement. We read the statement in respect to the water, permits and all of the other things we just can’t, it’s just the way it is. We are doing our best with Jones & Demille to get this put together as fast as we can but you saw the time line and that is the best we can do right now.

Question – Omah Nelson: In regards to the creek and the property line even though it says the center of the creek there is still footage involved in that if the creek has moved that much and it would go to that footage and no longer to the center of the creek?  Response Duchesne County Recorder Shelley Brennen: If your property line goes to the center of the river, if that river moves your property line moves with it. The river is a monument and the monument will always take precedence over the footage.
Question #2 -  You said the money is for the Strawberry River Corridor from The Promise Land to Timber Canyon is Timber Canyon included in that? Response Chairman Todd: When Eric Major with Jones & Demille presented it showed the Timber Canyon project going up there.
Closing 
Chairman thanked everyone for coming. He also thanked all the presenters. Offered anyone to stay and ask more questions to the presenters.

Adjournment
Commissioner Miles made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Hansen seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM

Read and approved this 18th day of November 2019.
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