
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, November 6, 2019, 6:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Shawn Crane, Blake Donaldson, Scott Reid, and Rod Taylor, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, City Treasurer JoAnn Taylor, Parks and Cemetery Supt. Matt Reber, Public Works Supt. Donald Childs, Planning Commission Secretary Karen Prisbrey, Planning Commission Member Jay Clayton, Mark Henline with the Gunnison Gazette, Launey Ivers with Little Ceasars Pizza, Citizens:  Doris Earl, Melissa Judy, Cary Judy, Pearson Judy, Brett Hunt, and Stella Hill
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Shawn Crane

Public Comment
There were no citizens requesting public comment at this time.
Review and Proposed Approval of Conditional Use Permit, Launey Ivers, DBA Little Caesars Pizza at Approximately 111 No. Main ~ Councilmember Taylor

Launey Ivers reported the proposed Little Caesars would be  placed within the existing GIC store, and would be approximately half of the size of the Ephraim store.  He reviewed the menu he was planning on, and voiced his excitement to come to Gunnison.
Councilmember Taylor informed the Council this Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application had already been presented to the Planning Commission during a meeting which was held right before this council meeting, and had been approved for recommendation to the Council for approval.  Councilmember Taylor explained the CUP in that it may have been somewhat of an "overkill" in the code since this business would be utilizing an existing building, same restrooms, etc., but the code required a CUP for this so that's what they were doing. The Council asked several questions about the business and reviewed the site plan given.  
Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit for Launey Ivers, Little Caesars Pizza at approximately 111 No. Main in the existing GIC building.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.
Launey noted this would be a smaller tier store and should be fairly easy to do. He was excited to be a part of the community, and thought they could get it done by January.
6:10 p.m. Launey Ivers left.

Discuss Eagle Scout Project and City's Possible Participation, Pearson Judy

Pearson Judy explained he would be collecting food for the Sanpete Food Pantry for his Eagle Scout project and presented a Power Point he had put together.  During the Power Point, the Council learned the importance of helping those 67% of kids in Sanpete County that only received two meals per day.  Pearson thanked the Council for letting him put a box in the foyer of City Hall to gather food donations for this project.  The Council commended Pearson for the work he was doing, and felt it was a worthy project.
Discuss Culinary Water Connection at Approximately 232 West 200 South, Doris Earl, with Proposed Approval of Fee Waiver
Doris Earl addressed the Council, and questioned why Supt. Childs hadn't turned her water off when he had seen the water meter spinning, and he knew she had a leak.  Councilmember Andersen stated Supt. Childs did turn the water off when he realized there was a leak.  Doris did not agree with that statement.  Doris remarked she was lucky this time since the leak was close by her house, but she addressed the problems she could encounter with her water meter being placed so far away from her house, and felt she shouldn't be responsible for the costs to repair a break if that were to happen further down the line to her meter.  She questioned why the people that built the house were allowed to put the meter where it was.  Councilmember Andersen explained the water line situation at the time the home was built, and the two options they had at that time to get the water service to that house. 

Councilmember Taylor explained her water line to the meter was her private line, and the city did not repair private lines.  It would be 
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her responsibility because it was her line.  Doris argued the line was on an easement road, but Councilmember Taylor explained that  easement was her private easement for her line to get to her house.  Robert said Donald shut the water off at the time he saw the meter running.  

Councilmember Crane referred to his own water line and meter, and pointed out he was in the same situation with his line being so far from his home.  His also ran through someone else's property with a private easement.  He explained to her the water meters were on city property, and most cities placed the meters on city property.   Councilmember Crane reported there weren't water lines up and down those streets when his house was built so the meter ended up being placed far away from his home.  Councilmember Taylor commented that as a buyer of that home, she bought that water line and all.  Doris stated she had only learned about this predicament about eight months ago.  Councilmember Crane pointed out the realtor should have disclosed that to her.  He noted he would be responsible to repair his own line if it broke between his house and his meter.  
Councilmember Andersen pointed out where the water meter was placed at Doris's home was really the best option at the time it was built. Boyd Brady had built the home and owned that home, the other home right there and his workshop.  He had two water connections already, and he didn't have to pay impact or connection fees.  As the crow flies, that was the shortest distance to his home, and at that time it was a big cost savings to run the water to the meter he had.  Councilmember Andersen reiterated the fact that should have been disclosed to Doris when she purchased the home, and he felt really bad, but that's the way it was. Doris referred back to the placement of the water meter noting she felt it should be on the person's property.  She didn't know how the city thought she should be responsible for the cost to repair her line.  Councilmember Donaldson pointed out again, it was her easement, and she was the one who had the right to go in there and repair the line if it were to break.  
Treasurer Taylor explained the city would do an adjustment for half of the overrun fees.  Doris remarked she had gotten the water leak repaired and noted the leak had been by the hydrant on her property, and the hydrant was capped off at that time.  Councilmember Donaldson wanted Doris to keep in mind that if the water line broke along that line at some point then it was her responsibility to fix it.  Doris voiced her disappointment with this information she had received and stated she was not happy at all about it.

Outside Burning:  Fire Chief Hansen reported the Fire Dept. had just come from a fire further down Center Street where someone had been burning weeds, and it burned over to the neighbor's yards destroying about 150' of vinyl fence.  He noted they had been called out to Fayette for another fire just as they were finishing that up then called back to the original fire as an old camper started on fire due to a spark that had settled under it.  They had also responded to a fire in Fayette on Sunday, and had heard about a bad fire on Tuesday in Manti from people burning weeds.  He would like an emergency ban on burning until next spring, and would be going to the rest of the towns in the valley to get their Councils to put something in place as well.  He reported there was no sight of moisture in the forecast into December at this point in time.  The Council discussed the best date to put on this emergency order, and determined it would be best to state "until further notice" at this time.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to put a ban on all outside burning until further notice.  Councilmember Reid seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.
Supt. Reber voiced his concern about the weeds getting out of control and the fine line of being able to get them taken care to avoid fueling any fires that may occur while following the "no burn" order.

Discuss and Proposed Approval of Contract with PEHP for City Employees

Recorder Braithwaite reviewed the health insurance comparison costs received from the city's insurance broker, Spectra Management.  The insurance comparisons listed were priced extremely higher, and the Council was pleased with the small increase of 2.7% to stay with the current PEHP plan for the employees.

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve the renewal from PEHP for the 2020 year.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.
Discuss City Code Regarding Liquor Sales, City Code:  4.20.180.1 Hours of Operation
The Council referred to the City Code 4.20.180.1 which limited the hours businesses would be able to sell liquor.  The pros and cons of limiting those hours were discussed as well as the ordinance adopted in 2005 that allowed the sale of liquor on Sundays, but didn't have  the hours allowed included in the ordinance.  Jay Clayton reported on the hours the liquor store in Centerfield was open.  The Council unanimously requested this all be referred to the Planning Commission to review for a possible amendment to the code to change the limit on the hours liquor would be allowed to be sold within the city.  This would then end up back at the Council for any final approvals.
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Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to refer City Code 4.20.180.1 Hours of Operation as well as Ordinance 2005-4 Allowing for Sunday Beer Sales to the Planning Commission for review and a possible amendment to the City Code.  Councilmember Reid seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, September 18, 2019

Mayor Nay would like to table the minutes at this time to allow her time to read through them.

Discuss Sidewalk Maintenance Project and Prioritization with Proposed Approval ~ Mayor Nay
Mayor Nay reviewed a map that had all of the sidewalks listed and questioned whether the Council wanted to look at replacing the bad sidewalks or work on new sidewalks.  Replacement would be a cheaper option, and the old sidewalks to create a liability problem for the city.  Mayor Nay pointed out the old sidewalk on the south side of Main Street in front of the Budget Clinic.  This would be approximately 100 feet, and they were looking at anywhere from $10 to $12 per foot which would come to basically $1,200.  Working from Main Street out, the next sidewalk to look as a second choice would be the south side of Center Street which would be about $4,000 to replace approximately 1/3 of  the old sidewalk there.  She noted this wasn't a heavily travelled sidewalk, but the third choice was.  That would be 100 South which included approximately 1/3 of the sidewalk on the north and approximately 1/3 to 1/2 on both sides of the street.  The cost to replace those would be approximately $8,000.  She noted the good part about that one was the curb and gutter that already existed so just by finishing the sidewalk there, they would have a nice product.  Basically, if they were looking at a full sidewalk going east to west, just the sidewalk, the cost would run approximately $11,000 to $14,000 depending on what kind of fill they use.  A full sidewalk north to south would run approximately $6,000, and if they wanted to include the curb and gutter, they would be looking at $30 per foot for any of the prices given.  These costs were only if the City's Maintenance Staff did the work and maybe just get the machine for the gutter part.  Mayor Nay announced they would be looking at approximately $50,000 for sidewalks going north to south and $28,000 to $30,000 for sidewalks going east to west. If they did a new sidewalk running east to west the whole 950' and did both gutter and sidewalk, the $30,000 would be more than half of the allotted $50,000 budget they had put together.  Mayor Nay questioned if the Council wanted to work on the easy stuff, the liability areas, and just do some replacements this year or look at new ones this year?  Councilmember Reid felt they were running out of time for this year and suggested they just try to do on the repair work at this point.  Once the frost gets in the ground then they would have to stop the work.  The Council unanimously agreed to work on the liability areas listed as one through four.  Mayor Nay felt they could work on four areas this year with the budget allotted.  The Council continued to review the areas listed. 

Mayor Nay announced they would start working on this project within a week or so, starting on the areas discussed as one through four.  She stated she would keep the Council updated as the project moves forward.  Supt. Childs would be the foreman on this project.   
Future Items

Maverik:  Mayor Nay announced Maverik was having their grand opening tomorrow from 3:00-7:00 pm.  They would be having a rope cutting at 3:00 pm and the Council was all invited to attend. 

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.

Future Items

Library:  Councilmember Reid reported the next Library Board meeting was changed to the November 12th.

Fire Dept:  Councilmember Reid stated the Fire Dept. had been extremely busy today, and would like to be sure the Council takes care of the issues presented tonight for them.
Christmas Decorations:  Councilmember Donaldson had been talking with Supt. Childs, and they would like to put LED lights on the candy canes, but needed to put on about 2,000 lights.  He noted one of the sets needed to be repainted.  The lights were .86 cents/piece so the total would be about $1,200.  There was only $1,000 budgeted for the decorations, and he felt it wouldn't take very long to paint them and put some bulbs in.  The history of the candy canes was discussed.  Supt. Childs noted there were 34 candy canes and it would cost $1453 for the whole thing or $726 for half of them.  The colored lights they would be using on Main Street to shine on the trees were discussed.  They could be used in the summer or the winter.  Kevin discussed the cost of those lights.
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The Council determined to order half of the lights now for the candy canes.  They would like to put the starts alternating with the candy canes down Main Street.  Manager Havey would order 1,000 bulbs.  Supt.  Childs reported they were planning on putting the Christmas decorations up on the 19th.  The Council determined to put the decorations up and turn them on.  It was noted there were 50 lights on each candy cane, and they would replace the lights on the other half that also needed to be painted next year.

Safety Grant:  Recorder Braithwaite noted they have several items they need to complete and work on in order to obtain their safety grand, and mentioned an incident management the staff felt they could have handled better on Monday.  She referred to the Vulnerability Assessment completed by Councilmember Powell in 2013 and noted this has to be in place to be eligible to obtain some of their grants.  Any near misses or close calls are to be evaluated.  Mayor Nay did not want to discuss the matter at this time and chose to discuss it at a later time with the Council as it was something she was working on. 

Brett Hunt requested time for public comment and referred to the numbers that had been put in the newspaper recently. He questioned if they were actual numbers or fake numbers as far as the city's debt.  Mayor Nay stated they were actual numbers and pointed out that standard accounting does not show net totals, and she had received those numbers from the city's financial advisor.  He then referred to the G-Hill discussion noting the minutes stated 20  to 40 acres could have been bought for approximately $10,000 with a grant then the city could have owned the top of the G.  He questioned if this would still be an option.  Mayor Nay stated that was an option they would be looking at in January while working with SITLA.  Brett questioned the  tamarack along the River Walk by the gazebo and wondered if the city would ignore the city property in the future of the trails like that tamarack had been or would the city clean up the city property.  Mayor Nay felt that was a good point and noted they had been talking with NRCS about coming up with a grant that would help the city remove what they call salt cedar and the city called tamarack anywhere in the city limits.  If the NRCS grant went through for the county then the city would apply for grant money to help with this within the city.   
Closed Session

Councilmember Crane made the motion to move into closed session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-205(1) pursuant to the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (a) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 roll call vote.  

7:10 p.m. Closed Session.  Everyone left but the Council.
Adjourn

8:15 p.m. Adjourn

__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
__________________________________

Approval Date

