LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
October 9, 2019
7:00 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall

Those present:
Clark Nielson, Mayor						Dan Bradfield, Council Member		
Analili Burrows, Treasurer 					Steven Holman, Council Member 		
Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder				Darbin Neilsen, Town Member	
Kaili Neilsen, Town Member					Todd Tolley, City Planning/Zoning		
Jerry Finlinson, County Member				Dave Frandsen, Town Member		
Mike Ferrell, Town Member

Meeting called to order at 7:11.   Prayer was offered by Dan Bradfield.

Minutes: Steven motions to approve the minutes.   Dan seconds.  All in favor, none opposed, passed unanimously. 

Darbin is planning on putting a triple-wide modular home on his dad’s farm and has come to get that approved.  Todd wants to discuss a couple of issues.  Where Darbin is planning on setting the home is not zoned, every other road that came is included in the survey, but the survey does not show this road. Todd is showing the council a map.  Todd would like to change this zoning.  Clark thinks this was just an oversight and does not require a change in zoning.    The plot is considered in city limits.  The council thinks anything that is in city limits should be included without question.  There appears to be a defect in the map so there is not a public notice required for a planning and zoning change.  Mike says that when John Webster originally bought that property that there was an oversight in the map.  Roads in that area should have been automatically included.  We should add the road to the map  and have the originator reprint the map with the road added.  Mike agrees, having been on the planning and zoning committee.  Dan makes a motion that we consider this an oversight and allow the Neilsen’s to go forward with their plans.   Steven seconds.  All in favor.  Darbin has a survey and plans in hand. He needs signatures from Todd and Mike, they comply.  There also needs to be a hydrant placed nearby for fire regulations. Chad brought that up last month. Steve makes a motion that we put a hydrant in.  Dan seconds.  All in favor, motion passed unanimously.  

Dave has an item of business.  We are coming out of our wildfire season.  There is a county and district chief’s meeting next week on Wednesday, the city council and town is invited, at 7 pm at the firehouse.  Dave has appointed Jim Lindsey as assistant fire chief, he needs to be approved as he does not live in Leamington.  Steve will make up a letter to that effect and send it to Dave as he is the council member over the fire station.  Dave will start using the tablet the town bought him.  He would like to have internet in the firehouse.  Steve is in contact with Ian Finlinson about that.  Dave has an invoice for turnouts that he would like to get a check for.  He wants to order winterized gas, ethanol free, 150 gallons.  He would also like to borrow some tables and chairs for his meeting.  He got a $500 check from the state.  Frank Vincent also gave the fire department a check for $1000 for protecting his stock and corrals during his latest fire.  Dave would like to buy jackets for the fire fighters as a thank you, getting them before Christmas.  The house that burned down on main street was caused by a lighting strike.  Clark happened to be outside and noticed the fire and called it in.  Next spring we probably need to prepare defensible spaces around homes.  It got close to Cody Rasch’s home.  

Open and Public Meeting Training – Steven read the next paragraph to all present regarding the procedural rules of two types, the rules mandated by State Law and the rules adopted by ordinance or policy.  Some of the rules of state law include that all of the meetings of the governing body meet the requirements of the open and public meetings act.  The quorum requirement was discussed.  The procedures should consist of Robert’s Rules of Conduct.  Most people are not well versed in the rules, so the chair is open to varying procedures.  Once the council, or former council adopts the rules, they must be followed.  The governing body rules by two-thirds rule.  Expelling of serious misconduct is the primary responsibility of the chair.  If things begin to get out of hand, the chair is responsible.  

Darbin is filling out the form and will take it to the county building inspector for approval, will pay his fees to Lili Burrows, and bring the form back to Clark for approval.  

Jerry and Ann Finlinson would like to petition for a water connection.  We don’t have a full quorum present to complete discussion. Jerry passed out a letter outlining his hardships and water quality analysis.  Clark saw some bills that went to legislature last year that municipalities are providing water connections outside of city limits on a contract basis.  It is based on a 10-year period with renewal status.  Todd thinks the bill didn’t make it through the process yet.  Clark says the town shouldn’t be providing unlimited water connections per se, but if the town could provide the connection on a limited basis they could also revoke the right.  Todd is concerned that the situation can get out of hand and many non municipality residents will tie into the water line. At that point, an 8-inch line is necessary. There might also be a requirement to have a fire hydrant installed per regulations.  But if there was just one household for culinary needs there may not be these requirements. This happened in Nephi in which a single culinary line was approved, however, there were lawsuits by others desiring water connections which caused great conflict. 

There are connections in Leamington that have been declared arbitrarily such as approving a water connection for adjacent properties.  The state says you either have to annex or put in a large line with a fire hydrant.  The McIntyre ranch is actually part of the city limits due to having furnished a lot of labor and supplies for the Leamington water system.  They were added later because of their contribution.  Mike says according to the water rules, any connection provided must be on the service map.  

Steven mentioned that Russ wanted to bring up zoning for water for the cemetery as well.  An outside party is willing to pay for that.  

Jerry said that Lynndyl will give a water connection for 3 residences.  Robbie McPherson was given a water connection from Lynndyl.  He already has 2 residences connected and may not be interested in allowing Jerry to tie in to his line. Robbie owns the water line currently. For Jerry to get a meter he would have to talk to Lyndyll.  

If there is a tie in the quorum, Clark is inclined to vote in favor of granting a water connection to Jerry.  If the water connection were taken out there, there could be a 2-inch line out from where the meter is if it is outside city limits.  The line out by the north side of the railroad is owned by the McIntyre ranch.  When you go outside city limits, it may need to connect into that property.  Todd says we may be able to figure out how to get an easement to Jerry’s property. Mike wonders what it would take to annex a width of easement.  The shortest distance would be to go down the county road then drop down the hill.  Jim has an 8-inch line.  If Jerry put the money in, then he would get a percentage of that.  At a dead leg, one has to watch carefully for bacteria content.  It is difficult to keep the chlorine count up in town when the cattle are moved away and the water flow goes down.  

Clark is asking Todd and Mike to consider the situation and find a possible solution.  There was talk about a water conservancy district between Leamington and Lynndyl.  The state has one in place already, but is a mute deal.  There was discussion about the water quality in Lynndyl.  It has been deteriorating.  Leamington’s well water is better than Lynndyl’s.  Lynndyl has about 46 ppm hardness with their well, while Leamington’s spring water is 2 ppm.  Lynndyl got a 1.2 million dollar grant to buy their water right. When Leamington is on the well water, the count is about 30 ppm.  Mike thinks there is a county easement where the gas line runs on Cedar Ridge Road. That information could possibly be found online.  The gas line runs to Jerry’s property part of the way through Doug Nielson’s farm. It has to have an easement through his property for that gas line.  A water line may be routed through that easement width.  Quester Gas could be contacted to get information about that easement.

Jerry has an unrelated question about Colin’s Eagle Scout project about checking on backflow preventers.  We would like to check when the water meters are being marked during the project.  Todd says they need to be installed properly to work correctly.  They also should be tested every year.  There is a backflow prevention class for training in Delta and Nephi that would be helpful.  The backflow might cause a house flood so an expansion tank must also be installed.  The backflow preventer should be mounted on the meter itself.  Todd is replacing them as work progresses.  Jonathon Lovell is ready for his water connection to be installed.  Russ had in mind to check the backflow preventors.  

Departments:

Roads/Cemetery: 
Steven was asked to talk about the cemetery by Russ.  The Sorenson family wants to offer funding to redo the whole cemetery and put in a bathroom, drought resistant grass, and a system to water it as they have ancestry in this area.  Russ wonders if we want to annex it into the town, but as it is already town property, it doesn’t need any permission.  Possibly a tank may be installed with a water line.  The civil engineer talked about a solar system. 

Water:  Chad is not present to discuss any water concerns. Ann printed out the water sample testing from ChemTech Ford.  All of the samples were within limits. We will show the testing to Chad next month.

Town Hall/Parks/Planning and Zoning-  
Chassie Greathouse put us on the list for the recharge of the fire extinguishers.  She is supposed to do it when she does the firehouse in Lyndyll.  The tile is almost complete. Russ made a partial payment to the tile installer. 
Dan talked to Oak City about the rates for their use.  They charge $250 for a wedding, we have been charging $50 for a local wedding and $150 for a nonlocal wedding.  They charge $60 for an evening, we charge $25.  Their use is $200 per day.  Dan will continue checking.  We may want to increase our rate for out-of-town users, maybe up to $200 per day, because of the strain on the septic system.  Steven said Anna changes the water at night and has found town people using the bathroom.  Russ found a diaper in the system when the tank was being cleaned out.  We will discuss increasing the rate next month.  Dan will also talk to Lynndyl and Deseret.  There were over 100 people here for the last reunion and many stayed overnight in tents and campers here. We want to have a cost that will help the users take responsibility for the grounds and building. We will continue the discussion next month.  

Town Hall Roof and Tile: 
The CIB meeting was last Thursday and approval was given by the CIB to get the funding for the roof replacement.  Russ has been trimming the trees.  Russ wants to handle the contract and the negotiations with the roofer.  He will get with Mark to get the process started.  

Town Hall Use Rates:

Leamarado Expenses, Revenue, and Assessment:  
The final budget showed that we ended up with a little over $1900 loss.  Circle J Rodeo could have cut the costs a little, down to $4500 to help with the expense.  For next year, we should take this into consideration.  Clark thought Chad said they might be helping us with rodeo arena lights, we are unsure.  
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Fire Department  Issues were discussed previously during public comment section.

Miscellaneous: 

Adjourn:
Steven made a motion to adjourn at 8:36. Dan seconded the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 9: p.m. All in favor.  We will meet November 13th for our next meeting.

