
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, May 15, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, and Michelle Smith, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, City Treasurer JoAnn Taylor, Public Works Supt. Donald Childs, Mark Henline with the Gunnison Gazette, and Citizens:  Brett Hunt, John Barclay, Markell Barclay, Ross Peterson, and Mekenzy Peterson,
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Councilmember Michelle Smith
Public Comment

Stella Hill stated she had been thinking quite a bit about things that had happened in the valley recently, and wanted to voice her opinion.  She explained her feelings that there was a social contract regarding things that had to be done to be able to work and live together.  There are also some people who were not the majority, but they still had some things that they liked such as the equestrian park, the BMX track, the swimming pool and the G-Hill.  She continued further regarding the G-Hill and the sentimental value and history it held within her family.  She questioned what it was that had people so against this development.  Councilmember Smith Michelle gave a summary of the public hearing that had been held noting the majority of people attending didn't think they should pay for something they already get to use for free.  Mayor Nay announced if they were to lease that property then the volunteers would be interested in doing the improvements that needed to be done, and once that lease was in place then they would be able to go after other money.  In addition, the volunteer’s time put in as labor on the project could be used as in kind to match other grants, and that is where Mayor Nay hoped this would go.  She noted those people that have that interest create a platform to create a stable place for them.  The City didn’t know if they would be awarded the grant or not at this point in time.  Councilmember Donaldson referred back to the original discussion noting it had started with a proposed agreement to lease 1,100 acres for $33,000.  Mayor Nay mentioned there was a committee, but it was loosely formed, and she would like to make it more formal.  She reviewed the different committees that had come together at different times through the years to help develop projects within the city.

Stella then referred to the Maverik that had been approved to come to Gunnison, and remarked on the huge impact it would have on the valley.  She reported she had spoken with her son, Andy Hill, who had been a member of the council, and she felt the communication was not as good as it should have been during that process.  Councilmember Donaldson summarized what had taken place over the past year, and how little he had actually been involved.  He explained Maverik had done all of the dealings themselves, and they were coming whether he had been involved or not.

Referring back to the social contract, Stella mentioned she had been asked by at least a dozen people why Andy resigned from the council.   This was discussed in more depth.  Councilmember Andersen stated that very obviously there had been some conflict on the council, and for that reason, they had lost two councilmembers in the last 2 weeks.

Councilmember Andersen felt if the G-Hill Committee were put together and came before the council with their plans and interests, he thought it may be supported.  It was his impression that the sampling of those people that came to the G-Hill public hearing were not a sampling of everyone in the community.

Discuss Storm Drainage at Approximately 200 East 200 South with Proposed Approval of Mitigation, Ross & Mekenzy Peterson
Ross Peterson reported he and his wife, Mekenzy, were looking at purchasing some property on 200 East 200 South, and explained the drainage problems he saw at that location with the drainage being located right in front of the property.   Ross explained they had met with Councilmember Andersen and Supt. Childs to discuss the possible mitigation options available.  Supt. Childs handed out pictures of the noted area and detailed the old drainage system that crossed the road diagonally on 200 South going to Scott Hermansen's.  Councilmember Andersen felt they may need to pipe the water across the corner, but, they could also install a sump on the north side and one on the west side that would take a lot of that water and put it down in the ground, and anything that came above could run on through.  He thought that would solve 99% of the trouble.  Councilmember Donaldson pointed out that was part of the old flood plain.   Councilmember Andersen stated this could be built up high enough so they shouldn't have any problem with it at all.  Ross questioned the Council if the city would be willing to partner up on the costs to take care of this.  Ross stated he accepted the liability of his house being located there, but would like to see some help in remedying the problems discussed.  John Barclay currently owned the property, and stated he would be more than happy to help with the project as well.  He could purchase a culvert that could be placed so as not to impede development of the property.  He thought the Peterson’s were looking at building a new home on the lot, and their driveway 
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would be right where the culvert currently was.  The water coming down the street would go into the boxes, but any water going across their property would be able to go through the culvert.  The Council continued to discuss the proposed changes that could be made in order to make it possible for the Peterson’s to develop the lot.    Ross-would like to put a west facing-driveway on the south side.  Ross would be responsible for it-would probably have lawn there anyway.  Mayor Nay stated the city could install the boxes on the north and the west as well as install the pipe if John would purchase the pipe for the culvert.  Mayor Nay itemized the cost of such a project noting the catch basins would be $1,120 each plus labor with the total project projected to cost approximately $5,454.   Mayor Nay questioned if this seemed like a fair solution so that the city was not on their property and they would not be on the city property, and they would be working together.   Councilmember Andersen stated these two things really already existed, and they were just being refined to make it possible for Petersons to build a home.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to partner up with the Petersons and Barclays on this drainage project in that the city would purchase and install two catch basins at $1,120 each plus labor, Barclays would purchase the pipe for the culvert and the city would install the culvert.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
7:35 p.m. John Barclay, Markell Barclay, Mekenzy Peterson and Ross Peterson left.
Proposed Approval of New Lifeguards at the Pool ~ Manager Kevin Havey

Mayor Nay read from the list of employees submitted by Manager Havey for positions at the pool.  These included Ben Shell, Caleb Matthews, McKay Halliday, Taylor Hansen, Laynee Nielsen and Halee Mason as lifeguards and Kymbrie Baxter and Paige Hendrickson as front desk employees.   The certified lifeguards would be paid at a rate of $9.00 per hour with the front desk help being paid $7.25 per hour.

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve Ben Shell, Caleb Matthews, McKay Halliday, Taylor Hansen, Laynee Nielsen, and Halee Mason as Lifeguards at $9.00 per hour, and Kymbrie Baxter and Paige Hendrickson as front desk employees at $7.25 per hour per Manager Havey’s request.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
Proposed Approval of New Part-time Library Assistant ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay noted K’Leigh Halliday had been recommended by Librarian Childs for part-time employment in the library.  

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve K’Leigh Halliday for a part-time Library Assistant at the library at $9.00 per hour.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.   
Proposed Approval of New Planning Commission Member ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay presented the name of Jorgan Jensen to take the vacant spot on the Planning Commission due to the recent loss of Glen Greener.  Mayor Nay felt Jorgan would be a great addition to the commission, and asked for the Council’s support.

Councilmember Smith made the motion to approve Jorgan Jensen as a member of the Planning Commission.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
Review City Wide Clean Up Plans – Plan to Encourage Residents to Participate, Report on Beautification for City and on Properties with Complaints

Councilmember Smith reported it would be G-Day at the school next week, and the city cleanup had been scheduled around that.  An advertisement had been placed around town and in the newspaper to advertise the city cleanup.  Mayor Nay stated she had seen Commissioner Bartholomew and talked with him regarding the dumping fees that were referred to in a recent letter.  Commissioner Bartholomew stated he would get with Gary Bringhurst to get some clarification on what exactly the city would be charged.  
Recorder Braithwaite announced she had received a phone call from one of the property owners they were currently working with to get their yard cleaned up and reported on the progress they had made.   

Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, April 17, 2019 and Monday, April 29, 2019

Mayor Nay would like to add “Rocky Mountain Power told them they would send them a tree replacement certificate” on the April 17, 2019 minutes regarding the trees that had been cut down on 500 South.  Mayor Nay would contact RMP to follow up on this.  She 
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would also like the Spike 150 item to state “working on fundraisers to cover the costs”.  She also would like the airport conversation clarified to state that she had said “mounds” instead of shooting range.

Mayor Nay would like the April 29, 2019 minutes changed from “spread our wings” to “spread under our wings”.

Councilmember Smith made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, April 17, 2019 and Wednesday, April 29, 2019 with the changes discussed.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.

Future Items
Spike 150:  Mayor Nay reported they had received $4,550 in donations for the Spike 150 and another $4,912 from other sources including Gunnison City’s support for $3,500.  The other sources included ticket sales for the concert at $755, games and rides at $524, and the vendors at $155.  These all totaled $4,912.  The city received a total of $9,462 and Mayor Nay’s estimate for all of the costs was around $8,870 so there may be a profit of approximately $500.

Budget Meetings:  Recorder Braithwaite would put a work meeting together at 6:00 p.m. right before the June 5th council meeting to work on the 2020 budget.
Advertisement:  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned she had received a request from the Ephraim Co-op wanting to put some advertisement for their craft sale on some city property.  The Council suggested they utilize the new bulletin board at the Post Office or contact one of the local property owners since the city has not allowed this in the past, and didn’t want to start a precedence now.
Mosquito Abatement:  Councilmember Donaldson brought up the mosquitos that were already appearing due to the wet year.  Mayor Nay would like to have them sprayed before the end of the month.  Supt. Childs would contact Pickett’s to let them know they could get started on this.  The frequency of spraying was discussed further with Supt. Childs thinking monthly would be good
Light Poles:   Councilmember Donaldson questioned when the broken light poles would be replaced out by Doreen Andersen's.  Mayor Nay would like to see the base of the light poles either painted or replaced out by the school since they had turned so brown.  Mark Henline stated the bases could be taken off and painted, and maybe they could get an Eagle Scout project lined up to take care of them.  The Council determined Supt. Reber handled the Eagle Scout projects, and they would ask him to get this on his list of Eagle Scout projects.
Beautification:   Councilmember Smith stated the hanging planters were ready to be put out, but she would like to wait to put them up until after next week since it was supposed to turn off cold again.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.

Council Meeting Schedule:  Mayor Nay would like to hold a special council meeting on Thursday, May 23, 2019 at noon to appoint two new council members (to fill the two seats vacated by Andy Hill and Blane Jensen).
Culinary Water:  Councilmember Andersen reported the bearings at the Bartholomew Well were making some bad noises, and the pump would need to be pulled in order to get it repaired.  Councilmember Andersen noted Darrin from Rhode’s Pumps had said it was the bearings in the pump.  He noted the city already had an extra pump for it so they could install the new pump then send the other one off to be repaired.   Mayor Nay requested Councilmember Andersen get hold of Rhode’s Pumps to get this taken care of.
Adjourn

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
8:00 p.m. Adjourn
__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
___________________________________

Approval Date

