
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Monday, July 29, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, Scott Reid, and Rod Taylor, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Mark Henline with the Gunnison Gazette, and Council Applicants:  Shawn Crane, Brian Sorensen, and Ron Christenson
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Mark Henline
Public Comment

There was not anyone requesting public comment time.

Future Items

Streets:  Councilmember Taylor noted there were two public hearings scheduled for the Planning Commission on Wednesday, July 31, 2019.  The first one was scheduled for 7:00 p.m. for a minor subdivision requested by Scott Reid, and the second one was scheduled to begin at 7:15 p.m. to discuss an amendment to the City’s Land Use Ordinance regarding roads in a minor subdivision.
Oath of Office to New City Council Member

Mayor Nay welcomed the three candidates (Shawn Crane, Brian Sorensen and Ron Christenson) who had applied for the vacant council position and the Council proceeded to question each applicant.  Shawn Crane was first asked why he would like to sit on the council, and he gave his reasons along with a brief history of his experience that he felt would qualify him for the position.  He stated he had enjoyed the time he sat on the council before, and had planned to run for office again in the next election.  Shawn commended the Council and the great job they have done.  Brian Sorensen was also asked why he would like to serve on the council, and he reported on his desires to serve and the areas he had volunteered within the community.  He then reviewed a few of the things that concerned him about the city and how he would like to see some improvements made.  He stated he would love to serve more in the community.  Brian was asked to report on the positive things he sees in the community after which he answered about those things he likes as well as his ideas of how to help improve the economic development within the city.  Councilmember Andersen stated he would like to see people work on their customer service skills noting there was no service given online with all of the online shopping, and good old-fashioned service could not be provided by online service.  When asked the question of what he felt the positive things were, Shawn Crane gave his ideas as well as some suggestions for economic development improvements as well.  Ron Christenson proceeded to inform the Council of the reasons he would like to serve and the experience he has had through the years in serving the community.  He felt it was time for something new and would like to get involved.   Ron listed the many things he liked about Gunnison and gave a little history of good things he remembers about things happening in the city.  The discussion ensued regarding the recreation program and the ball fields.

Mayor Nay voiced the Council’s appreciation for the applicants’ attendance tonight and requested a closed session to discuss further.

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to move into a closed session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-205(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (a) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Councilmember Reid seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

7;30 p.m. Closed Session.  Everyone left but the Councilmembers.

7:40 p.m. Open Session.  Everyone returned to the open meeting.
Councilmember Andersen thanked the three applicants for all of their comments, ideas and suggestions.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve Shawn Crane to fill the vacant council position.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
Councilmember Taylor thanked Brian Sorensen and Ron Christenson for putting their names in for the position, and noted their names were on the ballot for the upcoming election, and if the public put them in then that would be great.
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Recorder Braithwaite administered the Oath of Office to the new Councilmember, Shawn Crane, and he took his place on the stand.
Future Items

Noxious Weeds:  Councilmember Donaldson referred to a complaint the Councilmembers had been informed of regarding all of the goathead weeds on the sides of the roads.  Mayor Nay reported the weeds had been sprayed in June and had been cut in July.  She noted they had used a 24D mixture.  The Council continued to discuss the different methods that could be used to get rid of the weeds and the success Councilmember Crane had seen when using Pre-emergent in the spring followed by more frequent weed spraying throughout the summer.   Mayor Nay voiced her concern about the vacant lots throughout the city that hadn’t cleared their weeds, and exclaimed they were a fire hazard.  She would like to see the city get out there and ask the property owners to mow or disc them down or let the city take care of it and bill them. 
Library:  Councilmember Reid reported he would be attending the next Library Board meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 6th.

Court:  Councilmember Donaldson reported he had talked with Pam Barrus about her Court Clerk position, and she would be raised to $16.00/hour and work up to 29 ½ hours in the court only.  Librarian Childs would be hiring Gentry Nay to fill the vacancy in the library left by Clerk Barrus.

Street Lighting:  Mayor Nay reported she was still waiting to hear from Moore’s about replacing the broken street light by the GIC lot on Main Street between 100 South and 200 South.  Councilmember Taylor questioned which lighting needed to be ordered and suggested the high-pressure sodium.  This will be followed up on.  

City Hall:  Councilmember Reid reported he had done some research on an elevator for City Hall and gave the information he had received.  Mayor Nay voiced her concerns regarding the fact that not only did the library hold story time in the basement, but the scouts would soon be holding their meetings there as well, and they needed to get an elevator in place.   Councilmember Reid noted he had also been checking on the work the scouts were doing in the basement in finishing a room for them to meet.  He announced he would be coming in to teach them a few things about 
Miss Gunnison Float:  Councilmember Donaldson questioned the Council if they had any ideas where the float could be stored.  The float had not weathered well and had to continuously be redone because of the damage.  The parking in the shop was discussed and the agreement with the Seniors for parking their two vehicles.
Adjourn

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 5-0 vote.
8:00 p.m. Adjourn
__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
__________________________________

Approval Date

