PLAIN CITY COUNCIL



MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING


OCTOBER 3, 2019

The City Council of Plain City convened in a regular meeting on Thursday, October 3, 2019, in the Plain City Hall beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Present:
Mayor Jon Beesley, Councilmembers Chad Allen, Buddy Sadler, Todd Davis, Don Weston and Brad Searle

Staff:


Diane Hirschi, Mike Kerswell, Dan Schuler
Also in attendance:
Todd Skeen, Lori Bryson, Ally Bryson, Hannah McBride, Aubrey Arteaga, Samantha Gooch, Violet Jessop, Keegan Macdonald, Porter Iverson, Kate Shulz, Evan Lundgreen, Tatelyn Vongsavath, Rev Alzevelo, Kolby Huss, Jacee Taylor, Jim and Carol Jean Beesley, Carl Miller, Camberly Remy, Jadon Parker, Dustin Skeen
Call to Order:  


Mayor Beesley
Pledge of Allegiance:  

Councilmember Allen
Invocation/Moment of Silence:  
Mayor Beesley
Approval of Minutes from September 19, 2019
Councilmember Sadler moved to approve the minutes from the City Council meetings of September 19, 2019 as presented.  Councilmember Davis seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Sadler, Davis, Weston and Searle voted aye.  The motion carried.
Comments:  Public
None presented.
Report from Youth Council

Plain City Youth Council Vice President, Hannah McBride reported preparation actions for the Heroes for Families Superhero 5K Run/Walk, scheduled for October 12th.  She gave details on a planned Chili Cookoff event, scheduled for October 22nd.  She indicated that the contest will benefit the Plain City Fire Department and encouraged the City Councilmembers to bring a pot of chili.  She noted that some former mayors of Plain City have accepted a call to judge the entries.  She announced that prizes will be awarded.  She reported that the Youth Council will be helping with the annual Christmas tree lighting celebration, December 7th.  She indicated that Youth Councilmembers have been gathering names of veterans with ties to Plain City, for an original video production in their honor.  Mayor Beesley asked that the Youth Council consider showing the video at the Founders Day celebration, March 17th, 2020.    
Report from Planning Commission

No report.
Discussion:  Monthly Residential Sewer Billing Rate
Mayor Beesley indicated that continuation of discussion regarding the Plain City Residential Sewer Rate is necessary, as many questions and advocations were brought forward, after the Public Hearing and previous councilmember conversation.  Councilmember Allen referred to the minutes from the past City Council meeting, pointing out issues related to metered water usage for swimming pools, agricultural purposes, and other situations that do not pass wastewater into the sewer system.  He questioned how water used in these circumstances can be proven, accurately calculated and deducted from proposed billing schedule parameters.  Mayor Beesley commented on adjustment procedures, including claim processes and factors affecting water requirements and needs.  He mentioned methods that will be instituted by Bona Vista Water Improvement District, to apply variances to household sewer bill totals.  Councilmember Searle deduced that applying concessions to initially metered water (“front end”) will simplify accounting.  Mayor Beesley, after disclosing the current monthly price for Bona Vista billing services, noted that added complexity to the invoicing process will certainly increase administrative costs.  Councilmember Sadler suggested that increases in administrative costs, resulting from declarations of wastewater that does not impact the sewer system, should be borne by the consumer-applicant.  He advised that such claims should be reviewed annually.  Mayor Beesley remarked on Roy East’s personal account of swimming pool water usage.  Inground swimming pool sewer impacts were discussed.  Councilmember Searle revisited sticking points of water use for livestock care.  Councilmember Sadler commented on instances of households without secondary water connections and variation in seasonal culinary water consumption.  He proposed that sewer billing for those households be figured from average water use during months that secondary water systems are shut off (for the winter).  Councilmember Davis considered metering devices at sewer connection locations, concluding that the only fair way to calculate specified household sewer output is to gauge it at the connection.  He noted that more practical means of assessment will undoubtedly generate imbalances.  He recounted Nicole Mitchell’s charge, at the Public Hearing, that the presented billing alteration is not equitable for households that do not have a secondary water supply.  She described seasonal swings in culinary water usage by her household. She maintained that more water is put into the sewer by her family in the winter months, though metered usage is elevated through summer months.  She proposed that the new fee schedule be gauged on average winter month culinary water usage.  She supposed that a majority of households in Plain City discharge a smaller percentage of consumed water into the sewer in the summer.  
Councilmember Weston acknowledged that absolute fairness is likely not attainable, when it comes to residential sewer bills.  He asserted that an effort should be made to charge according to household use of the sewer system and that a flat rate for every residence equates to inequitable subsidies by those putting less stress on infrastructure.  Councilmember Sadler indicated that changes to the Monthly Commercial Sewer Billing Rate will be more easily settled at this time.  He advised that amendment of the Residential Sewer Billing Rate be scrutinized further, to ensure all technical details have been considered.  Councilmember Davis agreed with Councilmember Sadler’s indication that the Monthly Commercial Sewer Billing Rate can be settled at this time.  He argued that the Residential Sewer Billing Rate should be left, as is.  He queried if the adjustment to the Monthly Commercial Sewer Rate will deter businesses from locating in Plain City.    

Councilmember Weston declared that charges for Plain City sewer service should be determined by what it costs to run the system – not set through comparative pricing or other factors.  Mayor Beesley contemplated inviting Bona Vista billing administrators to a work meeting, in the near future. Councilmember Davis noted that there’s been little to no citizen complaint about their sewer bill.  He questioned the logic in revamping the arrangement, at this time.  Councilmember Sadler explained; fixed costs are covered by a set collection (base) fee, itemized on all resident’s sewer bill, and will remain the same.  Treatment fees will vary according to culinary water usage, under the new billing structure.  Mayor Beesley proposed dividing the sewer budget into an account for collection fee revenue and an account for treatment fee revenue.  He reported that wastewater from the Maverik parking lot is drained into the Plain City sewer system.  

Councilmember Weston proposed testing wastewater coming from commercial locations, to assess its impact on the sewer.   Councilmember Sadler reiterated that a worst-case scenario is planned for, when developing components of a municipal sewer system.  Councilmember Allen commented on the Monthly Billing Rate for local school buildings.
City Recorder, Diane Hirschi explained that schools are already charged per use.  She noted that the same flat rate policy for dwellings was assumed for other commercial buildings because of an oversight.  
Discussion/Motion:  Monthly Commercial Sewer Billing Rate

Councilmember Sadler moved to approve a Resolution to set Monthly Commercial Sewer Billing Rate at $13.80 for collection and $3.00 per 1000 gallons ($0.003 per gallon) of metered culinary water usage, effective October 4th, 2019.  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Sadler, Weston and Searle voted aye. Councilmember Davis voted nay.  The motion carried.
Motion:
Approval of Business Licenses
None were issued.
Motion:  Approval of Warrant Register
See warrant register dated from 09/18/19 to 09/30/19.   Councilmember Searle moved to approve the warrant register as presented.  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion. Councilmembers Allen, Sadler, Davis, Weston and Searle voted aye.  The motion carried.
Report from City Council
Councilmember Weston reported that refilling of the renovated sewer lagoon began this day.  He indicated that sewer meters have been repaired and are functioning dynamically.  He asserted that wastewater will not need to be released until January and that outflow will test acceptably.  

Mayor Beesley reported that Landfill Operator, Chris Weicks has been doing an exceptional job, overhauling the sewer aerators.  He mentioned others that have contributed to the reconditioning project.  He expressed gratitude to the Public Works Department for assisting in the renovation.  He referred to Fourmile Creek and proposed development of a waterside recreation area on its banks, south of town.  He relayed information on water quality, received from Marriott-Slaterville Mayor, Scott Van Leeuwen.  He noted that further discussion on the concept is to be anticipated.  

Motion for Executive Session:  Pending or Reasonably Imminent Litigation

At 8:02 p.m. Councilmember Sadler moved to go into an executive session for the purpose of pending or reasonable imminent litigation.  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Sadler, Davis, Weston and Searle voted aye.  The motion carried.
At 8:46 p.m. Councilmember Sadler moved to go out of the executive session and into the regular meeting.  Councilmember Davis seconded the motion.   Councilmembers Allen, Sadler, Davis, Weston and Searle voted aye.  The motion carried.
At 8:46 p.m. Councilmember Searle moved to adjourn and was seconded by Councilmember Weston.  The vote was unanimous.

                                                                                         ______________________________________
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