
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, August 21, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Shawn Crane, Blake Donaldson, Scott Reid, and Rod Taylor, Public Works Supt. Donald Childs, Court Clerk Pam Barrus, Garrick Willden with Jones & DeMille Engineering and Citizen:  Stella Hill
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Excused:  Councilmember Robert Andersen

Invocation:  Councilmember Scott Reid
Public Comment

Stella Hill stated her feelings regarding the recent resignation of Councilmember Michelle Smith and the timing of her resignation.  She questioned state law regarding residency of a councilmember.  Mayor Nay stated a change in residency was something Michelle would have had to report to the Council once her residency changed.  However, once her post office box was closed out on June 24, 2019 and she was no longer coming to pick up her mail at night then this was not her place to live anymore and her position became instantly vacant.  Mayor Nay explained the complexities of the law regarding residency.  Recorder Braithwaite explained the under and over votes noting the votes for Shawn Crane were not counted since he was put into the vacant council position left by Michelle.  
Canvass 2019 Primary Election
Recorder Braithwaite gave the 2019 Primary Election results.  The Primary Election was held on August 13, 2019 with Stella Hill receiving 165 votes which included 2 votes for the canvass, Rodney L. Taylor 161 votes, Justen K. Mellor 145 votes, Scott W. Reid 134, Brian Sorensen 115, Blake Donaldson 105, Shawn Crane’s name had been taken off the ballot when he was appointed to the vacant council position left by Michelle Smith, Michelle Christenson received 93 votes including 1 for the canvass, Scott Hal Pickett 53 votes including 1 for the canvass, Scott Anderson 49 votes including 1 for the canvass and Ron Gale Christenson received 35 votes.  Those moving into the General Election were Stella Hill, Rodney L. Taylor, Justen K. Mellor, Scott W. Reid, Brian Sorensen and Blake Donaldson.  There were 820 registered voters in Gunnison City, 407 voted which was a 50% voter turnout in this all vote by mail election.  Recorder Braithwaite reported there were only 2 rejected ballots; the signature tabs had been removed, and 1 provisional ballot that was issued and counted. 
The Council approved the totals given and signed the Canvass report that would be given to the County as well as the State.

Stella Hill questioned if the County had a list of registered voters.  Mayor Nay replied she could get a copy of that list from Sandy Neill at the County Clerk’s Office, and it could be updated in showing those that had already turned their votes in.  She thought there was a $35 or $40 fee to acquire that from the County Clerk’s Office.
Discuss Upcoming Conferences and Possible Attendance; Rural Economic Summit Sept. 2-3, 2019, Cedar City and ULCT, Sept. 11-13, 2019, SLC

Mayor Nay encouraged the Council to check their schedules and let Recorder Braithwaite know if any of them would be able to attend either of the conferences listed.  Recorder Braithwaite reported Councilmember Crane had been the only one to reply so far.  He would be attending the Rural Economic Summit.  
Proposed Approval of Pedestrian Street Light Expenditure on Main Street ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay acknowledged she had already received approval from the Council for the pedestrian lights, but she was unsure of the cost at that time thinking it would be between $6,000-$7,000 for the two, but wanted to present the expenditure now that she had the exact cost of $6,447.06.  Each light was $3,223.53, and it looked like they got one installed today.  The second one had been ordered as an extra one.  Mayor Nay was waiting to find out how much time it took the employees to get the one installed so she would know how much to add to the bill before she billed GIC for the replacement of the broken light.  Mayor Nay reported she had ordered these from Kevin Moore Electric Co. who had  installed the original pedestrian street lights.  Councilmember Donaldson questioned if Mgr. Havey could have gotten a better price on the street lights.  Mayor Nay remarked that would be a good thing to remember for future orders.
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Councilmember Taylor reported the cobra light poles that had been replaced still didn’t have the lighting since he was still gathering information for the LED lighting, but the poles had been replaced.  Mayor Nay noted Kevin Christensen with Sanpete County Economic Development had talked to her about dark lighting and had given his recommendations to help with this.
Councilmember Taylor made the motion to approve the expenditure of $6,447.06 to Kevin Moore Electric Co. for two pedestrian street lights.  Councilmember Reid seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

Review of Existing Sidewalks with Prioritize of Sidewalks that need Maintenance/Replacement with Proposed Approval ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay stated she had not been able to get around and review all of the sidewalks yet.  Mayor Nay was hoping to complete a 1-10 evaluation like they had done when the rooftop survey was completed during the development of the General Plan.  She would like to table this to a future meeting to allow more time to complete this survey.
Mayor Nay indicated she had spoken with all of the maintenance employees who indicated they could help with the sidewalk projects.  This could be done in order to cut some costs in replacing or repairing some of the sidewalks throughout the city.  Mayor Nay noted these sidewalks would cost approximately $9.00/linear foot for a 4’ sidewalk, and felt they could get quite a bit done.  The longer streets were 500’ with the shorter streets measuring 400’ in length.  She encouraged the Council to do their own review of the sidewalks and report back at the next council meeting.

Discuss and Proposed Approval of Creation of a Gunnison Trails Steering Committee with Guidelines and Proposed Approval of Guidelines Provided by the National Parks Service, Brandon Stocksdale ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay referred to the guideline received from Brandon Stockstale at the National Parks Service (NPS) noting it was just a summary guideline.  She felt it didn’t quite fit at this point and  noted Brandon was trying to get a guideline going to help with the conceptual plan for the development of a trail system.  The grant received from the NPS  was to develop this conceptional plan.  Mayor Nay reported the Steering Committee had been somewhat haphazard up to this point, and she would like to see the committee put together as a solid part of the city where they could help move things forward and create communication and accountability.  Mayor Nay gave her recommendations for improvements of the guideline received.  She had put Councilmember Crane over trails as one of his council assignments, and she knew that people in the community would like to see the Council consider trails in the community and improve the ones that already existed as well as developing some new trails.  The only way to do this was through the community in officially sanctioning a body/committee to work on this so they have these lines of communication.
Mayor Nay indicated she had gotten the information about the community’s interest in this while developing the General Plan, and felt the community would come together and there would be a committee to bring it forward.  Councilmember Taylor reminded the Mayor of the G-Hill public hearing that had been held and he felt most of those in attendance were not in favor of developing the G-Hill.  He would like to see them represent the people and prioritize some of these things.  Mayor Nay would like to form a committee first then  turn it back to the community to help make some decisions.  She described the process she envisioned taking on this.  Mayor Nay referred to the guideline noting the new committee would be put together by appointment of the Mayor and approval of the Council.  Councilmember Taylor suggested this be advertised and open it up to get those in the city that were interested.  Mayor Nay reiterated the importance of steering committees and the areas they are so helpful with when working towards a project.
Councilmember Crane indicated they had a good candidate to chair the committee, but they were unable to attend tonight, and so far they hadn’t decided if they wanted to go forward with a committee.  However, he didn’t see a committee would hurt anything and didn’t feel the Council would be shooting themselves in the foot by creating a committee to gather information and possible solutions to bring to the Council.  

Mayor Nay described the grants obtained to help with the possible G-Hill development.  The first being the grant from the NPS that Brandon Stocksdale had been working on.  That grant was worth approximately $30,000, and they had come up with a concept specifically for the G-Hill development.  This involved the high school and some other people, but it wasn’t formal enough to get it done so it had been put on hold until some other items were accomplished such as forming an official committee to work with them and finish this concept plan.  The second grant applied for had been approved for $5,000 and they would know in September if the city would get that money.  At that point,  it would be nice to have a committee work through that and present it to the Council.  These were the immediate things that were happening that would be really nice to have a community-based approach.
In order to help move this forward, Mayor Nay announced she would work on the guideline language and they would come up with some ideas of how to select a committee so they can present those and have some of the people in place for the next meeting.
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Councilmember Donaldson suggested that committee also help determine which trails/sidewalks around town to work on.   Mayor Nay brought up the fact when they talk about Master Plans, they talk about all of the walking paths, not just trails, and appreciated his suggestion.
Proposed Approval to Move Forward with Phase 1 of the Sewer Project ~ Councilmember Andersen

Garrick announced Centerfield City had approved to move forward with the sewer project, and that they would be screening their portion.  He explained the manual screening process that would be put into place for Gunnison.  Lyle Young would be building the screen, and the function was described.  Before the city invested in a $100,000 screen with a $50,000 building, he thought the cities needed to have a better feel for the amount of trash coming through.  Garrick explained there was a chance the amount of trash coming in wouldn’t be large enough, and the manual screen would be enough, but this would assure both cities if that was the case.  Supt. Childs mentioned the trash coming down consisted mainly of baby wipes and paper towels.  Councilmember Reid would like to educate the citizens about what to flush and what not to flush down the system.  Mayor Nay pointed out this manual screen would essentially prove if Gunnison and/or Centerfield had a problem with the amount of trash coming down their systems.  Garrick felt the manual screen would give them some good information to help them move forward.  The cost of the manual screen would be $3,600, and the rest of the cost of the project had to do with the metering.  This metering needed to be done in order to determine what portion of the costs should be covered by each city.  
Garrick explained they would be redoing the inlet structure during phase 2 of the project, and explained the problems with the gates, size of the inlet and backflow.  Mayor Nay stated the agreement with Centerfield City was put into place in the 1980’s, but nothing had ever been charged to Centerfield; the amount of flow from each city had not been able to be metered so the cost share was unknown to this point.  Garrick stated Gunnison’s meter would now be a laser meter noting those mag  meters were very accurate, and he explained how they worked.  Centerfield grinds theirs before it gets to the meter and lift station.  The metering wasn’t just for the agreement, it was really good information to have to determine how much flow was being put into the lagoons to determine what was needed for the future.  
Supt. Childs mentioned the probiotics being used were currently going into both lagoons, and reported the last order was around $2,300-$2,700 and lasted for six months.  Rural Water had been determining the amount of probiotics needed.  Garrick reminded the Council of the sludge test that had been performed when they started the probiotic noting they would be performing another test in June, 2020.  Supt. Childs stated they had been able to cut down on the amount of probiotics needed as the ponds got healthier.  

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve to move forward with Phase 1 of the sewer project as outlined on the Jones & DeMille Opinion of Probable Cost worksheet (See Exhibit A).  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 roll call vote.
7:50 p.m. Stella Hill, Garrick Willden and Donald Childs left.

Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, July 17, 2019

Mayor Nay would like the following correction made regarding the improvements on Indian Road: “The total for doing the improvements on Indian Road as discussed was $198,000” needed to be changed to read as: “The total for doing the improvements on Indian Road as discussed was $88,000”.

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, July 17, 2019 with the discussed correction made.  Councilmember Reid seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
Future Items

Emergency Management:  Councilmember Donaldson reported he had an email from Zach Leavitt at Six County asking the cities to go over a pre-disaster hazardous mitigation.  He encouraged everyone to review the email he had shared with them, and would like to go over this at the next meeting to make sure the city has all of their critical assets updated and mapped out.  

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
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Miss Gunnison Float:  Councilmember Taylor questioned the storage space for the Miss Gunnison float, and would like to see some storage space made available for the float.  Mayor Nay gave the history of the float and who had been in charge over the years.  Mayor Nay reviewed the MOU with the Senior Citizens that had been set up for their use of space in the shop to park their vehicles.
Highway:  Councilmember Taylor questioned if the highway could be marked differently (to match the rest of the street) out by the old elementary school since it wasn't an elementary anymore.   This would help keep everyone from driving so closely to the streetlights.  Mayor Nay would discuss this with UDOT.

Clock Tower:  Councilmember Crane had been working with the bell clock tower company, and Supt. Reber had taught him how to set the times on the clock.  He was working on a solution to keep the time accurate, and would be checking it weekly.
Mosquito Abatement:  Recorder Braithwaite reported they had some complaints about the mosquitoes, and when she contacted Kim Pickett, he informed her they had sprayed around the 4th of July then again on August 5th.  Mayor Nay stated she would get in touch with him to have them spray again.
Irrigation Line:  Recorder Braithwaite brought up the irrigation line on 500 South noting Jeff Anderson had called wondering if the city would take over that line since he was tired of working on it.  There were only a few houses serviced by that line, and they would be willing to turn in their water certificates to be part of "the system".  They were on the farm system, but would like the city to service the line.  She had brought this up to Supt. Childs, but he wasn't too fond of the idea since it was an old line.  Discussion ensued regarding development on 500 South and those that were in the system and those that weren't.  Mayor Nay questioned the new line that was currently being installed during the 500 South sidewalk project, and if it would be of value to help with this situation.   Councilmember Taylor encouraged the city to get the shares anytime they could even if they needed to invest a little to take the system to them and keep it up to par.  He noted the provision to allow this to happen were already in place.  This would be followed up in a future discussion.  
Park Improvements:  Mayor Nay mentioned Brent Jensen had commented how  wonderful it was to work with Supt. Reber and how accommodating he had been up to the park during their Lions pavilion project.  Brent felt the project had gone very smoothly and they were almost finished.
Open and Public Meetings Act Training, ULCT Webinar, David Church
The Council viewed an Open and Public Meetings Act Training webinar by David Church with ULCT.
Closed Session

Councilmember Jensen made the motion to move into closed session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-205(1) pursuant to the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (a) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Councilmember Crane seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 roll call vote.  

8:40 p.m. Closed Session.  Everyone left but the Councilmembers and Recorder Braithwaite.
Adjourn

9:20 p.m. Adjourn
__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
__________________________________

Approval Date
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