
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, September 4, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Shawn Crane, Blake Donaldson, Scott Reid, and Rod Taylor, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Jolyn Chappell and Stella Hill
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Councilmember Robert Andersen

Public Comment

There were no audience members requesting public comment time.

Update on Building Improvements at Approximately 178 South Main, Jolyn Chappell

Jolyn stated she was excited to work on the building she had purchased on Main Street, and was planning on having office spaces on the north side that would house her financial advisor office, an office space for rent, a small conference room for rent, and a holistic health practitioner who would be using several of the offices.  The holistic practitioner coming in would be a high tech, Utah board certified physician.  Two-thirds of the building on the south side would be left wide open for events such as weddings.  She was planning on having a total of four bathrooms, a kitchen, and ADA accessibility.  She was hoping to have an outdoor facility in the back at some point in the future.  Jolyn noted there used to be a little garage in the back that had been cinder bricked up and they were planning on breaking it up to have a back access.  
Councilmember Taylor noted this would need to go through the process of having a Conditional Use Permit approval.  Recorder Braithwaite reviewed the process, and would get a CUP form to her to get that started when she was ready.  Jolyn mentioned Valley Builders was the General Contractor for this project, and they would be the ones dealing with the Sanpete County Building Inspector.  Mayor Nay stated there had been some money available for a project like this, but the deadline was September 1st. Representative Carl Albrecht had headed it up, and there was $500,000 available to help with workspace to help with remote work, but only 10 people applied to use the money.   Mayor Nay stated if this came into play, then they may need to look into it next year since the program was going to be expanded.  Jolyn stated she had looked into some of the grants, but for what she was doing, she hadn't qualified since she didn't have enough employees.  Mayor Nay encouraged Jolyn to talk to her next time to see if she could help her make this work.  Mayor Nay summarized the program further and noted they were going to have an open house about the Remote Office Training on Oct. 1st at 6:00 p.m.  She suggested Jolyn attend that meeting to find out more information about the program.  This was free of charge, and made it possible for anyone who wanted to work remotely to become certified to do so.  USU was providing the service; it was a Rural Economic Development program.   

Report on Rural Economic Summit Sept. 2-3, 2019, Cedar City

Councilmember Crane reported he had attended the Rural Economic Summit in Cedar City, and he felt it was well worth his time to attend.  There were several funding agencies in attendance with plenty of information on how and where to obtain grants, low interest loans, FDA's, SBA's, and anything else you may need.  Mayor Nay commented this conference had almost doubled in size from last year.  Some of the classes focused on making federal dollars and economic development incentives work for your business.  The theme was along the lines of bringing businesses into the community; what can  you do to get people to start businesses in your community.  The Governor was promoting remote work from home, and was working to develop strategies to allow people to work at home so they would not be required to be onsite.  The goal was to get 150 jobs outsourced in the rural areas.  They gave some information of whom to contact if anyone was interested.  This would be a great program to help our youth stay here.

Mayor Nay explained the  rural online initiatives that were being pursued noting they would actually be training people for free.  Trenton Wilson would be coming to Gunnison giving people an opportunity to learn how to get a full time remote job.  An example was given from one of the classes that had a panel with three people on, and one of them worked online teaching Chinese people how to speak english from 4 a.m.-10 a.m.  Mayor Nay felt they could apply for funding to create workspace, and maybe help fund the completion of the basement at city hall.   Councilmember Crane mentioned two of the companies advertised  in the entrepreneur classes were from Gunnison: ACT and Freedom Innovations.  Councilmember Crane felt he had run into some good contacts and got some great information from the conference.  
Councilmember Taylor would like to see the City Hall basement finished and the discussion turned to those people that really don't 
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want to work at home.  This would give them a place to come and have the internet lines already set up to work.
Mayor Nay stated she had learned they were probably not handling the industrial park as it should be, and they may need to set up a Community Resource Allotment (CRA) to aid in the development process. She explained a CRA is just like an LBA, and the city council would be the board.  This gave the city more flexibility but not the liability.  Discussion ensued regarding the surrounding entities and the progress of their industrial parks.   The different taxing agencies within the area were discussed as well noting the tax incentives that could be offered if everyone was on board.  Examples were given how this could benefit the city, schools, etc.

Mayor Nay reviewed one of the classes in which the instructor declared change was inevitable, and there were two kinds of change;  planned change and unplanned change.  He stressed the importance of honoring heritage and those things that make city's unique.  He stated the "downtown" was the most important part of the community.  

The welcome to Gunnison sign at the park was brought up noting it was difficult to read anymore.  Councilmember Reid would like to have a sign that stood out and was easy to read.  Mayor Nay mentioned UDOT had told her the city could do something on the triangle  on the East side of Main Street as it turns to Manti.
Councilmember Crane pointed out there were people in Gunnison that had that entrepreneurial spirit, but  just don't know how to go after it.  The Council discussed some of the people in the valley that had had  good entrepreneurial experiences.  Mayor Nay noted Governor Herbert was in attendance, and he was  all about Utah.  Dr. Clay, who had helped Gunnison with their General Plan, was also there.  Referring back to the online work initiative, Stella Hill commented her son, Chad, was in Spanish Fork, and he was one of the few in his neighborhood that actually went to work offsite; the rest of the people worked at home.  

Discuss Conditional Use Permit Application for Multiple Family Dwellings at Approximately 425 No. 100 W., Martha Larsen, Jerry Larsen and Nicholas Larsen ~ Councilmember Rod Taylor

Councilmember Taylor informed the Council the Larsen's had met with the Planning Commission for a discussion regarding their proposed multiple family dwelling project.  They had 24 units planned, and were currently working on obtaining their funding and needed a letter from the city stating the land was zoned properly to allow for this.   Councilmember Taylor stated there weren't any red flags that he could see at this time.  The density they had planned was a little too much for the acreage, and the density would actually hold them to 20 units rather than the proposed 24 units.  Councilmember Taylor reminded the Council this would have to be approved through the Conditional Use Permit process, and they would be able to look at some of those things that would need to be considered during this process.  The plans of the apartments were discussed.  Councilmember Taylor discussed the fees that were involved with this type of a project.

Mayor Nay and Stella Hill both voiced their concerns regarding the existing apartments owned by the Larsen's, and would like to see the ones they already own cleaned up.  Councilmember Taylor referred to the management of the apartments.   The large number of police response calls to that location were discussed noting it was a greater volume than other areas within the city.  Councilmember Taylor felt the letter they needed could be given to the Larsen's to apply for the funding, but they would still needed to come in to the Planning Commission and the Council for approval of the Conditional Use Permit.  The proposed parking was discussed with Councilmember Taylor noting they had planned for 1 1/2 parking space per unit.

Councilmember Taylor commented the Larsen's had heard of the city's need for affordable housing and thought this would be a good time to expand their multiple house family dwellings and go into a second phase.  Stella brought up some of the problems she had seen at the existing apartments.  Those in attendance questioned what happened to the green space that used to exist at the apartments as well as a little playground/park for the kids.  Mayor Nay stated if the Larsen's met the needs of the City Code then they could surely build there.   Councilmember Taylor remarked this wasn't an approval at all and there were still hurdles to cross.  The Larsen's would need to turn in four shares of water to cover the property if they chose to develop the new lot.  This letter was informational only and reported on the status of the Larsen's application.  The Council unanimously agreed to move forward with a letter for the Larsen's.  Councilmember Andersen would like to see something in the Conditional Use Permit regarding the placing of green space for the residents and a park for them to play in.  He felt this was important for the quality of living space being provided.
Review of Existing Sidewalks with Prioritize of Sidewalks that need Maintenance/Replacement with Proposed Approval ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay noted this sidewalk project would be an ongoing discussion.  She had talked with the maintenance crew and everyone thought they could help with this, but it would be October before they would be able to work it in. Mayor Nay thought they were looking at a three week window to do the sidewalks.  She reported Supt. Reber had suggested the sidewalk south of Main Freeze be done first since it had such a big lift in it.  This was something they could do relatively cheap.  Mayor Nay would come up with a planned proposal for the next meeting.  
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Stella thought the sidewalk in front of her son's, Ben's, house had 1938 on it.  It would all need to be torn out and replaced if they tried to fix it.  The different sidewalks in the city were discussed further.
Irrigation Water:  Stella questioned how long the irrigation water would be in the system, and thought it usually stayed on until the 15th of October. Mayor Nay described how she thought the Maintenance Dept. would get the lines ready for the winter.  The trees at the River Walk were mentioned with Mayor Nay voicing her concern about the length of time it had been since they were watered.  Recorder Braithwaite noted she had text Supt. Reber who stated they had just been watered on Monday.  Mayor Nay stated she would check her source on that information.

8:05 p.m. Stella Hill left.
.

Critical Assets:  Councilmember Donaldson reviewed the Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Planning meeting he had recently attended, and wanted to review the areas of critical assets within the city.  Zach Leavitt was the contact person with Six County on this.  Councilmember Taylor would like to see the city catch all of the storm drainage feeling this could help avoid future problems.  Councilmember Donaldson opened Google Earth on his laptop and a lengthy discussion ensued regarding all of the critical asset symbols on the map and the drainage throughout the city.
8:28 p.m. Scott Reid left.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Monday, July 29, 2019

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Monday, July 29, 2019.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote. 

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Crane seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

Future Items
Beautification:  The Council discussed the hanging flower pots on Main Street, and suggested the flowers be taken down at this point in time.
SITLA:  Mayor Nay announced SITLA would be coming through Gunnison on Tuesday, September 10th at noon.  They would be meeting at the Lions Club pavilion at the park.  They were taking their board around trying to better educate them on where the SITLA lands were located.  Dave Ure was the chairman for SITLA.
United We March:  The Council unanimously agreed to provide free swimming during the United We March event on September 7th.  The whole park had been rented for this event.
National Parks Service (NPS):  Mayor Nay mentioned Brandon Stocksdale with the NPS would be in Gunnison on Wednesday, September 18th along with some of the people who had been involved with this planning.  The NPS kind of ran out of time and people so they were hiring some university people to do this.  The city would have to pay them then NPS would reimburse the city.    This had to be done by the 15th. 
Zoning:  Mayor Nay announced Tim Sanders had two items left to finish then his zoning application and fees would be finalized. The Council continued to discuss the PI impact fees since that property had never bought into the system.  The impact fees would be $1,500 per acre and he would need to turn in two water shares.  The frontage of the property was discussed in consideration of the road fees that would be due now that the Council had completed the amendment to the City Code.  The address would be continued off of 200 West.

Sidewalks:  Mayor Nay reported the city had been awarded the $200,000 sidewalk grant for 200 East.  This money would have to go straight to the sidewalk, and any other improvements would have to be covered by other funding.  This would go on the west side of the street on 200 East until right before Randy Young's house then it would to the east side of the street.  This would be started in 2021 since the deadline on this would be 2022.
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Adjourn

Councilmember Crane made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

8:47 p.m. Adjourn

__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
__________________________________

Approval Date

