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October 16, 2019

Payson City Corporation
439 West Utah Avenue
Payson, UT 84651

RE:  Recertification of the Payson Justice Court

Dear Mayor and Council:

This letter is provided to you, pursuant to your request for a written opinion from the Payson City Attorney, advising Payson City Council as to the requirements for the operation of the Justice Court in Payson City and the feasibility of recertification and maintaining the Justice Court.

Attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, and incorporated herein by this reference is a copy of the “Justice Court Standards for Recertification” dated September 2019 that sets forth the legal requirements imposed by statute, pursuant to the provisions of Section 78A-7-103, Utah Code Annotated (1953 as amended), which directs the Judicial Council to promulgate minimum requirements for the creation and certification of Justice Courts.

Concerning the feasibility of maintaining the Justice Court, the City has analyzed the benefit to the City in having local access to the court system together with the costs and expenses which are necessarily incurred, and mandated by statute, to meet the requirements to maintain the Justice Court. The present location of the Payson City Justice Court is 439 West Utah Avenue, Payson Utah. It has suitable facilities and is being furnished for the judge, counsel, witnesses, officers, clerks and any victim to comply with the state requirements.

I have reviewed the material sent to the City and I have met with Judge David C. Dahlquist, during which meeting the requirements for continuing the Court were discussed.

I am of the opinion, and recommend to you, that the Payson City Justice Court apply for recertification and continue its operation. It is my opinion that the City can and will meet all of the requirements necessary to meet state law guidelines.

As you will note, the Payson Justice Court is classified as a Class III Justice Court. The Court is open daily Monday – Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Trials are held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday when needed. All other requirements are currently being met or will be met.

Sincerely,
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