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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2019
WORK MEETING - 5:00 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING - 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the work meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.   

Present at said work meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Louise Barnes, 
Marlene Stowe, Guy Graham, Lenza Wilson and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. 
Council member Dan’l Lindsay and City Attorney Barry Huntington were excused. 

Also present was Guy Thompson.
 
The work meeting was a presentation by Guy Thompson on pumping back power generation. 

The work meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m.

Mayor Torgersen called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.   

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Barnes, Stowe, Lindsay, Graham, Wilson, City Attorney Huntington and City Recorder Steed. 

Also present were Julie Brugger and Lawrence Barnes.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PERSONAL COMMENTS
There were no personal comments. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Council member Graham made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council 
member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Stowe, Graham, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 03, 2019 MEETING
Council member Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 03, 2019 meeting as written. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lindsay, Wilson, Graham and Barnes voting aye.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Council member Stowe said there was no meeting last week so there are no updates at this time.

SCHEDULED ITEMS
HARRIETT PRISKA – CONSTITUTION WEEK PROCLAMATION
City Recorder Steed said Ms. Priska said she is unable to attend the meeting tonight. 
Council member Barnes read the Constitution Week Proclamation (attached). 

LOUISE BARNES – DOG IMPOUND AND KENNEL
Council member Barnes said she was approached by Deputy Eric Dunton about the dog issue in Town. Council member Barnes said there is an ongoing problem with dogs running at large. Council member Barnes explained in the past we have taken dogs to Panguitch to their kennel. Council member Barnes said this is a substantial block of time for a deputy to transport a dog to Panguitch. Council member Barnes said Panguitch City has complained in the past that they do not want to take our animals. Council member Barnes said she and Deputy Dunton has talked about putting kennels at the Sewer Lagoons, but there is no running water. Council member Barnes explained we can buy a shed for around two thousand dollars and use the Hurricane fence we have at the Sewer Lagoons. Mayor Torgersen said she has approached the County about a County Dog Pound. The Council discussed places to put the kennels and the City Dog Ordinances. This item was discussed at length.  Council member Wilson made a motion to have a work meeting to work on the City Dog Ordinances. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Graham, Lindsay, Stowe and Wilson voting aye.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the annual audit will be September 30, 2019 and August 1, 2019.

City Recorder Steed reported on the Utah League of Cities and Towns Conference last week. 

City Recorder Steed explained she received two bids for a counter in the City Office. City Recorder Steed presented the bids (attached). 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.  

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen reminded everyone of the Open House for the Multi-Purpose Building on October 09, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.

Mayor Torgersen reported on the Utah League of Cities and Towns Conference. Mayor Torgersen said she was a little disappointed due to the focus on the Wasatch Front. Mayor Torgersen said she will be sending an email asking them to focus more on rural communities. Council member Barnes said maybe we should look at starting our own Rural Conference. 

Mayor Torgersen said we need to work on an affordable housing plan. 

Mayor Torgersen said she would like to challenge everyone on the Council to find at least one person to join the Fire Department. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said the inmates were here last week working at the airport. Council member Barnes said they pulled weeds around the hangers, fuel tank and the campground area.  Council member Barnes said they did a great job and she appreciates them.

Council member Barnes said there will be a new sign at the top of the Airport road.  Council member Barnes said it will say airport traffic only, locked gate, no turnaround. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said we have a problem with individuals not paying to use the old gym. Council member Wilson said he will be putting a sign up with a deadline to pay all fees. Council member Wilson said if fees are not paid, he will lock the building down.

Council member Wilson said the Escalante High School Principal said when the students come in asking for donation and help, he would like them to volunteer for the City to get donations. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham said he and Daryl Griffin will be going to work on the spring’s tomorrow. 

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe reported on the Utah League of Cities and Towns Conference and said she enjoyed the training. Council member Stowe said she attended an affordable housing workshop. Council member Stowe said, for the record, affordable housing is not low income. Council member Stowe said in the workshop they said teachers and young adults are looking for something to start out in. Council member Stowe said the American dream is different now and people do not want to be house poor. Council member Stowe said people are looking for townhouses and duplexes to live in. Council member Stowe said she also attended a budgeting workshop that was beneficial to her. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay said the County does not have a plat map of our cemetery. Council member Lindsay said the County asked him if he knew of an Eagle Scout project or someone who would do one. Council member Lindsay said we could also see if the school would like to take on the project. 

Council member Lindsay said Colton White approached the City about an Eagle Scout Project for benches on Main Street. Council member Lindsay said the benches are due here this week. Council member Lindsay said there will be eight benches and we need to look at where we want to place them. The material was discussed. 

UNPAID BILLS	
Council member Lindsay made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Stowe       seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Barnes, Lindsay, Graham and Stowe voting aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session at this time.

Council member Stowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:35 p.m.
Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.
							


_______________________________
 Stephanie Steed, CMC / City Recorder
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