


BEAR RIVER CITY
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]September 5, 2019
7:00 pm Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Dallin,  Jared Holmgren, Bruce Blake, Riggin Holmgren, Josh Dallin, Brian Anderson, Deputy Clerk Carol Andreasen, Clerk Sue Holmgren

VISITORS:  Heather Checketts, Heidi Holmgren, Craig Eggli, Sgt Larry Blanchard

ABSENT:  None

Welcome by Mayor Dallin

Opening Ceremony:  Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation by Council Member Blake

Roll Call

BUSINESS
1.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting falls on October 3, 2019. 

2.  MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from August 1, 2019 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of August 1, 2019 be approved.  Council Member Blake seconded the motion.    All voted in approval.

3.  SERGEANT BLANCHARD:   Sgt Blanchard handed out the monthly report for review to the Mayor and Council Members.  

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

5.  RIVER BANK INSTABILITY AT CEMETERY:  Heidi Holmgren expressed her concern for the instability on the river bank by the Cemetery and Eggli's home.  She is concerned about losing the cemetery shed and the Eggli's house.  She thinks the trees are part of the problem and need to come down.  She talked to Chad Holmgren and he said he could do it and lay them carefully on the bank for support.  Council Member J Holmgren stated the roots might be the only thing holding the bank there.  Council Member Blake met Tuesday morning at the cemetery with an engineer Andy Harris from CMT Engineering Laboratories.  He is their Geotechnical Division Manager.  He stated if we want to be able to stabilize it there are two options:  1. you can drive poles down the depth of the cracks or farther every foot or so to keep the bank from shifting.  (Expensive)  2.  Cut all the trees down to the water line and backfill with dirt so the outer pressure can't move the dirt any further than it is now.  This would keep the crack from shifting.  We would also need to get a survey done to indicate what type of soil is below the surface.  Mr. Harris stated the survey would cost $2,000 to $3,000 or more.  He suggested blocking off the area to keep the public out and move the shed 50 ft to the west for safety reasons.  They also looked at the Eggli property and could see where there are cracks and small sluff offs.  It was agreed that the town and Mr. Eggli should work together on this.  Council Member J Holmgren asked what we get for the $2,000 to $3,000?  Council Member Blake stated they will give you and indication as to the soil samples are and the depth they go and they will offer suggestions for fixing based on what they find.  Council Member J Holmgren suggests having them pull samples to the east also.  Mayor Dallin asked if the League of Cities and Towns, BRAG, etc have any engineers or geologists that could help us?  Clerk Andreasen stated she doesn't think so.  Mayor Dallin asked if we know or could we find out thru the grant person at the county if there are federal grants to help with situations like this.  Council Member R Holmgren stated that on his property on the river hill, any time they have ever taken a tree out it sluffs off within a year of the tree removal.  He believes the trees help hold the bank from sluffing off.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to move forward and have the survey done to find out how to fix the sluff off at the cemetery and farther to the east for prevention.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Council Member Blake will contact Andy Harris about getting the survey done.  Mayor Dallin asked the Clerks if they would find out if there are any grants out there that we could apply for.  Council Member Dallin suggested once the survey is done he would like to approach the Division of Water Quality about the situation also.  He would also like USU Extension to come over and look at it too.  Mayor Dallin also suggested asking Mr. Harris if it would help to lay trees that have been cut down or cinder blocks from the old gas station, to build up and stabilize the bank.  Craig Eggli came to the meeting a little late.  We had already discussed this situation but went back to it.  Mayor Dallin filled him in on what had been discussed earlier in the meeting.  By coincidence Craig has contacted the same engineer to come and look at his property.  They will be meeting on Monday at 8:00 am to assess the situation.  Council Member Blake will also meet with them to let them know that the Council decided to go ahead with the survey.  Craig thinks that a lot of the sluffing off is associated with the canal.  He believes the pipe that was put in at the cemetery is too small and backs up the water, and makes the ditch overflow in front of his house.  He says he is always turning the stream down.  He also stated the cement ditch in front of his house is all broken up and is probably seeping into his yard.  He stated the sluffing is a big area of land.  He stated it goes about 7 feet behind his house and it goes along 200 yards to the north of it, then finds its way back down to the river.  There have been a few places that have sluffed off over the years.  Craig stated he would like to work with the city to try and get this resolved.  Council Member Dallin stated he wonders if we could get a grant to save the eagle tree.  Like a migratory preservation type of a grant.  

6.  REVIEW TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR PRESERVATION FUND APPLICATION:  In reviewing the application for the Transportation Corridor Preservation Fund it states if you do not answer yes to questions 4-7 you cannot apply.  We cannot answer yes to questions 5-7.  Mayor Dallin was thinking this fund could help the city with the next road we would need to the west (4900 W)   Does the town have a right of way for this street?  The town does not.  Mayor Dallin asked if the council wants to pursue this.  The council does want to pursue this.  We would need to find out if the property owners are willing to sell; we would need a property acquisition policy/ordinance and an access management policy/ordinance in place also.  If we can get all these things in place, then we can fill out the application for the Transportation Corridor Preservation Fund.  Mayor Dallin would like the Planning Commission to find out if these property owners would be open to the idea.  Clerk Andreasen said from what she understands from Gil the property acquisition policy/ordinance and the access management policy/ordinance need to be in place before the property owners are asked.  Council Member J Holmgren suggested asking Scott Lyons if we could get an example of these policy/ordinances, so we can make our own.  

7.  PERSONAL USE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY – NEW HOUSE BILL:  The Utah Legislature adopted, and the Governor signed into law, H.B. 163 with an effective date of July 1, 2019.  H.B. 163 deals with the misuse of public funds and, more specifically, public property, inasmuch as public property was not previously included in the criminal stature to the same extend including felony charges, the City desires to adopt a Policy to clarify what may constitute a misuse of City Property and to authorize the personal use of City Property under certain circumstances.    Mayor Dallin obtained a copy of the Mosquito Abatement policy.  Clerk Andreasen made changes to apply the policy to Bear River City and sent a copy of the policy to the League of Cities and Towns to make sure everything is worded correctly.  She has not heard back from them yet.  Council Member Dallin motioned the Council be allowed to email their vote for or against this policy based on the response, comments and edits from the League of Cities and Towns.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

8.  REVIEW "PROPERTY BUILDING SCHEDULE": A while back Clerk Andreasen accompanied an auditor around the properties of Bear River City to verify everything we claim on the insurance policy.  An updated spreadsheet was sent back to us to sign.  The Mayor and Council Members reviewed the spreadsheet and did not make any changes.

9.  REVIEW PC PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 8B4 FINAL MAJOR SUBDIVISION PROCEDURES:  Clerk Andreasen submitted to the Planning Commissions some questions she had.  The Planning Commission replied to her questions and made some changes.  Council Member Anderson would like someone with the League of Cities and Towns or the Attorney to review this before we adopt the Subdivision Ordinance.  Council Member J Holmgren suggested maybe the Ombudsman.  The council would like this to be done before the subdivision ordinance goes to a public hearing.  Council Member Dallin motioned to have the Subdivision Ordinance reviewed by Meg Ryan at the League of Cities and Towns and Hansen's Engineering before the Planning Commission holds a Public Hearing on it.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

10.  JULY 24TH REVIEW & SUGGESTIONS:  This was discussed last month, but because Council Member Dallin was not there, it was placed on the agenda for this month.  Clerk Holmgren made a profit and loss statement for the 24th for everyone to look at.  There could possibly be more expenses that have not been turned in yet.  So far we made a small profit, which is nice when you are just trying to break even.  Council Member Dallin read thru the suggestions for next year.  He states these are good suggestions.  Council Member Dallin asked about the soft serve.  Clerk Holmgren said it was nice to have, but a big hassle.  Council Member Dallin stated it was very expensive to rent and get the ice cream.  It's really hard to keep up with the amount of people at the celebration.  It was also suggested that the City buy their own Cotton Candy Machine.  Council Member Dallin thanked everyone for their work and support for the 24th Celebration.  

11.  FIRE STATION PROPERTY/FOOTPRINT FOR NEW BUILDING:  Council Member Anderson asked the Mayor and Council if they want to knock down the old Sinclair service station or leave it on the fire station property?  He has had a couple of contractors come look at it.  It will take a lot of money to fix it up and they would not guarantee the work.  His feeling is to just knock it down.  Council Member J Holmgren agrees it is a money pit.  Leaving the building will affect the footprint of the new fire station.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to demolish the old Sinclair Service Station Building.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Council Member Anderson will work with Alan Christensen on the plans and will get the building permit going.  Council Member Anderson feels like they have hauled off what debris they can and now it's time to have Grover's or someone else to finish the clean up and prepare it for building the station.  Julie (Jeffs) Madsen has also done a lot of the clean up.  A big thanks to her!  It was suggested to get bids from Grover's, Bucky Reeder, and Mike Murray.  Mayor Dallin asked about using the cinder blocks to build up the bank of the cemetery.  He asked Council Member Blake to ask the engineers about this.

12.  UPDATE ON NOVEMBER ELECTON:  No one applied as a write in candidate.  The November Election for Bear River City will be canceled.  The new council members starting January 2020 will be Jared Holmgren, Brian Anderson and Scott Ritter.

13.  BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member Blake.  Those voting in favor:  Council Members Josh Dallin, Brian Anderson, Bruce Blake, Riggin Holmgren, and Jared Holmgren.  No votes against, no votes abstaining.

14.  COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  We had a dog complaint.  Dog house is by the property line under their window.  Dog barks all the time.  Council Member Blake talked to the owner and she said she would move the dog house.  Clerk Andreasen asked if the dogs were licensed.  Clerk Holmgren will look into it.  

15.  DEPARTMENTS:  Mayor Dallin suggested that the Mayor, Council Members and employees should be able to reserve the Park once per year and the Civic Center once per year at no charge as part of their compensation.  He suggests that the Council fix this.  This should be added to the compensation schedule at the first of the year.  Clerk Andreasen stated there is an ordinance or policy required for something like this.

Anderson property – The City has done their part and now the ball is in Carlos Anderson's court to finalize the purchase.

Senior Christmas Dinner – Who do we want to cater the dinner this year?  The same person has not done it every year.  You can change it whenever you want.

Employee Christmas/Appreciation Dinner – Mayor Dallin would like to hold it in September or October when life isn’t so busy.  He would also like to hold it at the Timbermine Steakhouse.

CLOSED SESSION:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to go into a closed session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Council Member J Holmgren motioned to open the closed session.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

16.  ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:11 pm.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved October 3, 2019.
						___________________________________________
						Jeff Dallin, Mayor  
Attest:
_______________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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