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Utah became a leader in women’s suffrage,
a movement working to gain voting rights
for women.

When Utah became a U.S. territory in 1850, Passed in the U.S. Senate by 77-19 votes

all free white male citizens over 21 and the House of Representatives by 333-85 votes.

had the right to vote.

This meant many people (including women) 3 NG . e =5 The Voting Rights Act gave African-American women

were not allowed to vote. Utah Territory passed : ; N € Ry * and men the legal means to challenge voting

‘\ e - . e , restrictions and greatly improved voter turnout,
a women'’s suffrage law in February, 1870. s L L E trictio greatly imp 0
In Mississippi, for example, voter turnout increased

~ Trom 6% in 1964 t0 59% in 1969,

After women and men worked for change for over 70 years
Congress ratified the 19th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, extending suffrage to women

citizens throughout the nation.
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