Council Meeting
September 17, 2019

PRESENT:  Mayor Avery

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Co. Robinett
                                       Co. McCarty
                                       Co. Abeyta
                                       Co. Wood

EXCUSED:  Co. Young 

Regular council meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M.  Noting those present and stating that proper Notice & Agenda had been posted

Minutes:  Motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Wood.  Motion passed unanimously.

Petitions, Remonstrances & Communications:

Olney Gorden – Utility bill.  The bill right now is about $750.  Mr. Gorden needs to set up some payment arrangements…Motion was made by Co. Robinett to make arrangements on billing of $200 on the 27th and $150 every two weeks until caught up, seconded by Co. McCarty.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ron LaBorde – Crime and drug problem.  Ron reads a statement to council regarding the crime problem in town along with the drugs and paraphernalia being found.  Feels that the ball is being dropped between the arrests.  As a community, things need to be reported as they are seen.  Appreciates council giving him the time to speak.  Jeremy Humes states that to answer statement like this would take hours.  There are more than the city can handle.  Jeremy explains some of these issues, he does agree with some of these points and it is much more than the city can address.  Suggests that community members get a hold of their legislators to discuss these matters.  Jeremy also explains the judicial process.  

Gabe Hunt – Concerns in town.  Would like to ask the Council and Mayor about any proactive ways to combat the drug problem in town.  In February citizens were invited to a community meeting regarding community problems.  It was also suggested to start neighborhood watch and call dispatch with any issues.  Some citizens believe the drug problem has gotten exponentially worse.  Realizes the City Council hands are tied with some of these instances.  Would like to see our officers attend more extensive drug training.  Would like to see the Mayor and Chief of Police work more with the Drug Task Force.  Would also like to see an ordinance that forces these landlords to bring these homes up to code before they are rented out.  Encourages community members to call officers when they encounter things in town that are suspicious.  Mayor states that he will do anything and everything the law will allow him to do.  Encourage the community to call things in, it doesn’t do any good if they are not reported. Meet with Chief Leonard every morning.  We are trying to cover a lot of things.  Co. Robinett states that she had someone call her with some problems with the transfer station.  She brought this up with council and it was taken care of.  We also need to be aware and not be judgmental.  There are people that come into town to visit people, it doesn’t mean that they are in the wrong.  Has brought these issues to the Chief and other officers, you can call dispatch at any time and an officer will respond.  We do have business licenses that are required to be purchased by the landlords and the homes need to be brought up to code before they are issued.  Mayor Avery reads different charges that have gone thru our court.  Co. Wood states that at the health department there is a meth test kit that residents can pick up to have homes tested.  Jeremy Humes states that people under the 4th amendment have rights.  We have adopted an ordinance that puts it into a regulatory framework that way.  A lot of time was spent to draft this ordinance and also protect constitutional rights.  Mary Porter asks if when they apply if it can be checked.  Jeremy states that they have to certify that the homes are livable.  If there are complaints that these things are not being met the council can have them come forward to answer for these.  Liz Ferguson states that she filled out the form and was not questioned about it.  Co. McCarty states that we are giving the landlord the benefit of the doubt and the landlord is certifying that things are being met and the homes are livable.  If complaints are made the business license can be pulled and citations issued, and the home cannot be rented until it is brought up to code.  Jeremy states that any evidence, if drug dealing situations, can be given to the drug task force.  The information is used to build probable cause.  

Chief Leonard- Concerns of citizens.  Chief states that this is a dialogue based on facts.  Addresses the situations on needles.  25 years ago, things like this were not seen.  The drug of choice now is being used with needles. The people riding bikes, they drive people crazy, they are out at two, three, four in the morning.  How many seen officers are out at these hours also?  We do have officers out at these hours.  These statements that we are not out are not accurate.  There is nothing against the law to ride your bike.  We respect everyone’s rights, this whole department does. We do stop and talk to individuals.  As Police Officers we have parameters that we have to work with.  In the summer months crime rates double and triple everywhere.  The drug task force, I have a ton of confidence in them, they are actively working in Carbon and Emery County.  We do belong to the drug task force, and we encourage residents to call them and give them the information that they have.  Responds to the report of someone shooting up at the store.  With the information that we had we investigated the situation.  If anyone is still in disbelief they can come in and speak with the Chief one on one.  It has been said many times that the Police Department only cares about dog citations and nuisances.  The dog thing is an eight-hour day once a year. The other thing is city clean-up, we get hammered when the city is dirty and then get hammered when we work on it.  This does not take up all our time, we have issued over 150 citations.  It has been said that an officer has been told not to enforce drugs but to enforce clean-up.  Those word have never came out of the Chiefs mouth or the Mayors mouth.  That needs to be put to rest.  What looks like a crime or suspicious, we do appreciate these things being called in.  Chief Leonard encourages residents to come into court when its held, its open court.  We deal with a lot of mentally ill people and it is very common.  We have several in this town.  We had a case of someone trying to break into a home while the resident was home.  The individual was found and trespassed from the property.  Very happy with how the case was handled.  The city does not have 24-hour patrol, not with four officers.  We do have gaps, and there is not a good answer for where the gaps are.  It would take 5-6 officers to get 24-hour coverage.  A lot of smaller communities do not do this because of the cost.  It was asked if we could contract with the County to cover the gaps.  Chief states that we already do but it would cost to have them cover for us.  Chief Leonard praises his officers and thanks them for the job they do.  Co. Robinett states that our drug overdoses have decreased this year from last year.  The police officers respond to all or calls with us and we appreciate the work they do and the help they give us.  Jeremy states that the opioid coalition will be having a dinner educating the community on November 4th in Price. Would like to encourage people to attend this.  

Terry Harrison – land purchase.  Terry is here to ask about the proposal for the property.  Co. Robinett reads a section of the minutes from January 2017.  We are still researching the minutes from Planning & Zoning.  We will probably need to surplus this again.  We do have a minimum of 25 cents per sq. ft. and it will still have to go up for bid.  The next meeting will be the 9th of October.  Co. Abeyta asks if he is interested in the whole thing.  Terry states that half would be great, would the city be opposed to selling half an acre.  Co. Abeyta states that we will discuss this further.  

Mayor states that we had a map last meeting of property that an individual would like to lease.  Co. Abeyta would like a little more time on this.  Co. Robinett states that when someone wants to make an improvement, we should go with it.  Co. McCarty would like to discuss this at a later date in a closed session.

Bob Martinez – campground above Sunnyside Park.  We are looking at clearing some property above the Sunnyside Park to house trailers that come for Community Daze and other events in town.  There is a small committee that is working on this.  The time, machinery, materials will be donated.  Bob states that himself along with Donnie looked at the area and figured we could get 15 camp spots in there.  The only other thing we may need to do is improve our dump station for the bigger trailers to use.  Mayor asks if council would like to proceed with this.  Co. Robinett states that she feels that we should it would be beneficial to the community.  Co. McCarty states that he has looked at the current campground and feels that this would be beneficial.  The maintenance crew has started working on something below the park.  There would be the ability to put it water and power.  Mayor states that it is the consensus to proceed.  Motion was made Co. McCarty, seconded by Co. Robinett to look into campground closer to Sunnyside Park. Motion passed unanimously.

Reports from Council Members, Boards & Committees:

Co. Young: Excused.

Co. McCarty:  looking into signs.  Have not had any responses back yet.  The maintenance has expressed concerns with the toilet paper holders at the park.  One of the companies will make them at $30 each.  We have a number of citizens willing to help with the clean up of the tires.  The date for this will be Sunday the 29th.  We are working on surplus right now.  Co. Abeyta suggests that we keep the police truck for city use.  Animal control and land use ordinance. Asked Planning and Zoning to go over this.  There are several inconsistencies in these.  Got in contact with Michael Bryant and he stated that with all of the changes we will need to have another public hearing on these.  

Co. Robinett:  After last city council meeting, she talked with Janie and she will get us the paperwork and with Dave Maggio and Liz Ferguson we will identify areas that need to be taken care of for these people to work off hours.  We need to get a printer for Planning and Zoning.  Planning and Zoning would like to have a work meeting with the council.  This will be set up for October 2nd. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Co. Wood:  On October 12th the County Ambulance garage is going to be a radiation training.  It will be at 8:00 a.m. for all first responders.  The Fire Chiefs Association has done a lot for us this year.  The Chiefs association paid for work to the compressor and purchased us new bottles.  They also bought all departments a pressure testing machine for the hoses.  The turnouts are ready to expire at the end of the year.  The Chiefs association stated that if the city will budget and purchase two, they will purchase two for the city.  Co. McCarty states that we did budget for four this year.  It was suggested that we do not purchase all at once, so they are all not expiring at the same time.  We are getting bids right now to figure out the costs.  Trying to also get more information on the license plate grant, it usually comes up in the fall.  We have never applied for this grant.  We need to look into sending some to fire school this winter.  

Co. Abeyta:  did not get a chance to comment on the community issues.  It was good to see everyone here and hopefully there has been a new light shed.  We are down 15’ right now at the reservoir.  We were at the League Conference last week.  It is hard for some of the smaller communities and for them to understand some of our small-town issues.  We were the only city from Carbon County at the conference.  Mayor states that we had four votes on the fossil fuel issue.

Mayor thanks everyone for the movie in the park.  Thanks to Megan Ervin and Jesse Pantelakis and all others that helped.  Two boys from our summer youth program have been hired at Lila Canyon Mine.  The money these kids earned are helping them with their new jobs.  We attended the league conference and those that were in Dave Church class get certificates to Liz.  The containers for the tires we will put in the back-parking lot of city hall.  This group would like the dumpsters at the campground on the 26th and they will fill them over the weekend.  We have some people working off hours and we do have projects for them to work on.  We have replaced more sprinklers at the Sunnyside Park.  We have people using the campground as a racetrack.  We are going to stay on top of this.  The 10” pipe from diversion 2-4 the power plant has put in a valve in for us.  This will help in getting water to the sewer lagoons.  We have security cameras being installed.  The recreation grants are up.  Will attend training in November.  There are two new parts to the grant, and they are still 50/50.  Congressman Curtis was here, and the Mayor was able to spend time with him.  He was here visiting the Clinic and was very impressed with Carolyn and the staff.  Wednesday October 2nd is the Bruin Point walk, those that are available are welcome to attend.  

Payables:  Motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. McCarty.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor and Co. Abeyta will look into the bid on the salt shed.

Motion to adjourn to closed session by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. McCarty.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to open closed session by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. McCarty.  Motion passed unanimously.

Closed session opened at 8:50 P.M. on Sale or Lease of Real Property or Water Right.

Motion to adjourn closed session by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Wood.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Wood to go into open session.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to adjourn by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. McCarty.  Motion passed unanimously.


ATTEST:


Liz Holt, City Recorder                                                                 Dave Avery, Mayor
