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Rural Planning Organization

EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION
RTEC CHAIR-TOM HIRSCHI RTAC CHAIR-ARTHUR LEBARON PLANNING MANAGER-CURT HUTCHINGS

MINUTES

Rural Transportation Executive Council (RTEC)
December 13, 2012 at 3:00 pm

Leeds Town Hall
218 N Main Street, Leeds

RTEC MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Arthur LeBaron for Mayor Tom Hirschi
Mr. Kyle Gubler for Mayor Karl Wilson

REPRESENTING:
Hurricane City
LaVerkin City

Leeds Town
Toquerville City
Utah Dept. of Transportation

Mayor Alan Roberts
Mayor Darrin LeFevre
Mr. Nathan Lee

RTEC MEMBERS ABSENT:
Commissioner Jim Eardley

REPRESENTING:
Washington County

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Aron Baker

Mr. Curt Hutchings

Mr. Myron Lee

Mr. Dave Demas

REPRESENTING:

Horrocks Engineers

Five County Assoc. of Governments
Five County Assoc. of Governments
Five County Assoc. of Governments

Call to Order and Quorum Declaration
LaVerkin City Manager Kyle Gubler, representing Mayor Karl Wilson, was chosen to serve as
Chair Pro Tem. He welcomed all present and declared there was a quorum.

Il Approval of Minutes:
A. Feb. 23, 2012
B. October 25, 2012

A motion was made by Mayor Alan Roberts, seconded by Mr. Arthur LeBaron,
to approve the Minutes of February 23, 2012 and October 25, 2012 of the
Eastern Washington County Rural Transportation Executive Council.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Page 1

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING OFFICE 1070 WEST 1600 SOUTH BLDG B, ST GEORGE UT 84770
FIVE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS PHONE 673-3548, FAX 673-3540



EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION
RTEC CHAIR-TOM HIRSCHI RTAC CHAIR-ARTHUR LEBARON PLANNING MANAGER-CURT HUTCHINGS

Approval of the EWCRPO Project Prioritization List for:

Studies, Traffic And Trails Combined (Trans. Alternatives

Mr. Arthur LeBaron referred to the EWC RPO Project Prioritization 2012-2013 Studies,
Traffic and Trail Combined List - the eighth item labeled SR-17-A. The item currently
includes providing a back-up power source for two signals. Mr. LeBaron shared that a year
ago on 5300 W and SR-9 there was a serious accident. Mr. LeBaron requested changing the
project to include the rest of the signals along SR-9 citing his concern due to the number of
power outages they see in the area. Mr. Demas determined before this meeting that the
cost for a power back up for each signal ends up costing approximately $15,000 each. Mr.
Aron Baker, a local consultant, commented that recent costs have been in the area of
$10,000 per signal. Mr. Demas will adjust the estimate to reflect the larger project.

This would add nine (9) more additional signals to the two initially listed for a total of
eleven (11) signals.

A motion was made by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, seconded by Mayor Alan Roberts, to
approve the Eastern Washington County Rural Planning Organization Project Prioritization
List for: Studies, Traffic and Trails Combined (Transportation Alternatives) with the
following change:

Item SR-17 A would be amended to include the additional nine (9) signals
located along SR-9 from I-15 to the intersection of SR-9 and SR-17, for a total of eleven
(11) signals receiving power back-ups. The project item would be renamed.

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Approval to Correct the Date(s) of the Previously Approved

Project Lists from (2011-2012) to (2012-2013)

Mr. Dave Demas explained that the project list currently being developed for submittal to
the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) has been dated (2011-2012). This should
be corrected to reflect the proper years of (2012-2013).

A motion was made by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, seconded by Mayor Alan Roberts, to
Correct the Date(s) of the Previously Approved Project Lists from (2011-2012) to (2012-
2013).

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
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VI.

EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION
RTEC CHAIR-TOM HIRSCHI RTAC CHAIR-ARTHUR LEBARON PLANNING MANAGER-CURT HUTCHINGS

Approval of Urban Cluster Boundary

Mr. Demas presented to the Council copies of the EWCRPO 2010 Smoothed Urban Cluster
Area as provided by UDOT. There were no proposed changes by the EWC RTAC or RTEC to
the Smoothed Boundary or the Planning Boundary, the following was approved:

A motion was made by Mayor Alan Roberts, seconded by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, to
approve the EWCRPO 2010 Smoothed Urban Cluster Area with the Urban Cluster, 2010
UDOT Smoothed Boundary, and EWC RPO Planning Boundary.

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Approval of Functional Class Roads

Hurricane City was the only RPO member to initially request changes in functional
classification to the map provided by UDOT. These changes include: 1) correction of the
Southern Parkway alignment, 2) the extension of 1150 West further south to the cattle
guard, around Sky Ranch, as a major collector 3) Dixie Springs Drive is master planned as a
major east-west connector road and should extend to the east and hook in at
approximately 2300 South, 4) connect the Southern Parkway as 2600 West northward to
SR-9, 5) remove part of Arlington Parkway by Sullivan’s Knoll- the land has not been
developed as planned 6) 200 West from SR-9 to 600 North is master planned as a major
collector, 7) Main Street from SR-9 to 600 N is also planned as a major collector.

Mayor Darrin LeFevre inquired if the Toquerville Bypass should be included on the
Functional Class Map. Mr. LeBaron supported the action because any future Federal
funding would require the inclusion of the Bypass on the functional classification map. Mr.
Alan Roberts remembers earlier discussion regarding the inclusion of the Bypass area into
the Smoothed Urban Boundary.

Mr. Demas will provide a form that Toquerville City can use to apply for the inclusion of the
Toquerville Bypass corridor into the Functionally Classified Highway Network request. The
land that Toquerville City has purchased for the corridor can be identified on County land
ownership parcel maps.

A motion was made by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, seconded by Mayor Alan Roberts, to
approve the Functionally Classified Highway Network map with the changes added by

Hurricane City and the addition of the proposed Toquerville Bypass.

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
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VII.

EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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Other/Future Topics

A. COG Projects

Mr. Demas raised the topic of preparing a prioritized list of projects for submission to the
Council of Governments (COG) when they release their call for projects. This meeting could
come within a month’s time. Mr Demas passed out a spread sheet containing the projects
submitted to the COG for this purpose. Mr. Nathan Lee inquired if these projects are
general corridors or if they are specific properties. Hurricane City provided three project
requests: 1) 600 North, classified as an arterial, which EA includes some properties that
property owners have requested relief from, 2) Dixie Springs Drive, which is an important
east-west corridor - development may be fifteen years out, but it is important to have the
property preserved, and 3) 1150 West lies very close to a planned airport runway and an
airport bypass has been recommended by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

The next COG meeting is scheduled for the second Tuesday in January, or January 8,2013 at
6:00 pm at the Washington County Commission Chambers as stated at a recent Mayors
luncheon.

Mr. Demas reminded the group that the COG previously asked for prioritized project lists be
submitted from the RPO and the MPO and Washington County, although a city can submit a
request on their own. A meeting would be held with a representative from the RPO, MPO,
and County to create a prioritized project list which would then go to the COG where they
could be reprioritized. Mr. Myron Lee has received four projects to date.

RTEC members requested that Mr. LeBaron serve as the representative from the EWC RPO.
Mr. LeBaron pointed out that even though the projects are prioritized by multiple entities,
the monies are approved and released based on immediate needs as they arise.

Mr. LeBaron had a question about one of the questions asked on the project submission
forms regarding if a project is slated to be built within 4 to 30 years out. The COG focuses on
projects that are going to be built closer to four years out rather than later. Mr. Lee
explained that regulations require any projects that are going to be built within three years
are still possibly eligible for TIP funds, or could acquire money for an EIS or other studies.
Mr. Lee suggested this subject merits discussion.

Mr. LeBaron pointed out that Mr. Todd Edwards has clarified multiple times that the COG
funding is for corridor preservation, NOT for projects. There is an existing challenge with the
Bluff Street Project because St George City said they could contribute 1.8 million to the
project, so then UDOT agreed to fund the rest of the project. What became clear later is
that St George City planned on using 1.8 million of COG funds to pay their portion of the
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VIII.

EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION
RTEC CHAIR-TOM HIRSCHI RTAC CHAIR-ARTHUR LEBARON PLANNING MANAGER-CURT HUTCHINGS

project, which is clearly stated in a letter from St George City to the Transportation
Commission. But COG monies are to be allocated for corridor preservation, not projects.

Yet some of the uses of the fund, to provide relief for those impacted by a corridor actually
being built, may not be known until the four year out deadline has been passed. Mr. Lee
and Mr. LeBaron questioned whether the original question should remain on the
application and may be worth placing on an agenda for discussion. The Washington County
COG has not been meeting its own four year regulation as evidenced by a number of recent
projects.

Mayor Roberts also reminded members that the Washington COG wants the COG to be a
revolving financial fund; however that is considered illegal because it requires tax payers to
pay for a use more than one time. Members stated that this is another subject that
deserves discussion.

B. Meeting Schedule

Mr. Demas passed out a proposed meeting schedule through the end of June 2013, at
which time the RPO will become part of the DMPO. The goal of the remaining meetings will
mostly be to finish any obligations the RPO have obligated to with UDOT.

If there are no important items to discuss at a calendared meeting, then the meeting can
be cancelled. Another option is to add an RPO agenda item to a DMPO agenda and deal
with it there. The ability to vote begins on July 1, 2013.

C. Next RTEC meeting
Feb. 28, 2013; 1:30 pm
Location: Hurricane City Hall

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 4:14 pm.
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