
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EPHRAIM CITY HALL
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
AUGUST 5, 2019
5:30 PM



CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim City Council convened in a Special City Council Meeting on Wednesday, August 5, 2019, in the City Council Room. Mayor Pro Tem Anderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
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ROLL CALL	
MEMBERS PRESENT			  
Margie Anderson, Mayor Pro Tem
Tyler Alder 
John Scott
	Greg Boothe
	Richard Wheeler
	
	 

 	
	
	

	
	STAFF PRESENT 
Shaun Kjar, City Manager
Bryan Kimball, Community Dev. 
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Cory Daniels, Power Director				Aaron Broomhead, Police Chief
Donnie Wood			
	
[bookmark: _Hlk17365932]OPENING CEREMONY
Councilmember Boothe offered an invocation. Lisa Frame led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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INTERVIEW OF APPLICANTS FOR THE MAYORAL VACANCY
Mayor Pro Tem Anderson welcomed the four applicants, Rob Nielsen, David Bob Bailey, Christi Johnson and John Scott, and asked them the qualifying questions for elected office:

1. Are you a registered voter in the municipality?
2. Have you resided within City limits for the prior 12 months?
3. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?

Each qualifying question was answered satisfactorily by each applicant. 

Mayor Pro Tem Anderson explained that the four candidates would take turns answering questions from the Council, in rotating order. The following questions were presented:
1. How can you lead Ephraim City into an economic future we all will be proud of in 50 years?

2. What projects do feel are most critical to meet Ephraim’s infrastructure needs for the next decade?

3. What do you feel the values of Ephraim are and how well do you feel you represent those values?

4. What unique qualities and skills would you bring to Ephraim City?

5. How would you become personally acquainted with each city department and their distinct responsibilities?

6. As a new mayor you may be faced with making organizational changes to increase efficiency. Describe the leadership and organizations skills you will use to help people adjust to change?

7. What are your top 3 goals for the City that you would pursue if you were chosen as mayor? 

	A full recording of this meeting can be requested from the City Recorder until September 2022.


PUBLIC COMMENT

Lisa Murray for John Scott - I have known John for over 15 years and have found him to be friendly, kind and a man of many talents. He is the liaison to Planning and Zoning Committee. He has always been punctual, prepared to make comments and participate. He is very knowledgeable of the code and zoning laws and is very fair. He could see both sides of any issue and come to conclusions. He possesses common sense. I know he will work very hard and will make an excellent Mayor.

Julie Lund for John Scott - I have known him for many years and worked with him and observed him in many different situations. He is a man of great integrity. He is genuine and authentic and does the right thing for the right reasons. He is a clear thinker and speaks his mind. He is dependable and follows through on commitments.  I have been impressed by the dedication and concern he has shown for our community. He would be a great leader with the qualities necessary.

Kerry Nielsen – I have lived here my entire life. I have seen Ephraim grow from 2-7,000. I have concerns with economic development. I was formerly a small business owner in Ephraim. I feel we are not supporting the businesses that we have. What can we do for life-long business people that are already here? Rob and Christi both commented on that issue. I would love to know that all these things are being addressed.  Both Christi and Rob had very good points and hope you take those into consideration.

Rick Wheeler for John Scott – Thank you for this open process. These are four incredible candidates. I had the opportunity to do an interim assignment or two and know you want stability, consistency and trust. John has already invested 8 years in the City, and he is trustworthy. He talks to people and they listen. He has been voted in by residents twice. All the candidates bring specialized qualities; John has the trust of the people.

Bryelle Kimball – I am 14 years old and I appreciate that all have made points about open communication. I have had a hard time finding information about the City, and I appreciated that Rob talked about the website; I wasn’t able to find the communication I was looking for as well. My dad is in economic development, so I get an insider view. Personally, I would like to see more open communication. I’m glad my town has such wonderful people for candidates for mayor. 

Holly Smith – I was glad to hear Rob address the mosquito and deer problem. The Mayor needs to put the people first. In the last 6 years I have brought statistics regarding mosquito abatement to address with you. I have talked to state bee keepers and can tell you about chemicals that can be used for abatement that are also safe for wildlife and insects around us. The last City Manager said that as long as one City Councilmember was on the Council we would never spray because he is a beekeeper. We need to put a mayor in office that can put his own interests aside for a better quality of life and requests of the citizens. I have had no response from Councilmembers from their City emails and the website is a problem. 

Steven Herbert –No communication has been available through City in the past. It is a frustrating thing. I would like to stand in support for Christi because I’ve seen her in other atmospheres; she works hard to make the community better and puts a lot of effort and time into whatever she does. She takes pride in making things better. She has a lot of experience and has worked hard to develop those skills. She would be a good change for Ephraim and point Ephraim in a good direction to truly become a better community again. 

Eric Arnoldsen for Rob Nielsen - I love all the candidates. I have worked with Rob directly on a daily basis for 4 years. He is a businessman and he’s very honest and opinionated sometimes but is very on-spot about what he believes in and what he manages to achieve as well. He has the utmost integrity and has taught me a lot. He is a great guy and will serve this community very well.

Councilmember Boothe expressed appreciation for the support of the community tonight and said he would love to see that kind of support on other issues as well. Councilmember Alder also thanked all those present and reiterated the message of Councilmember Boothe. 

Mayor Pro Tem Anderson commented the Council is aware all four candidates have contributed to the community, and the decision made in this meeting will not be taken lightly. They are taking this process seriously and know the candidates are serious about what they want to do for the City. She encouraged all to continue to serve if not appointed tonight, either on council or committees.

Councilmember Wheeler expressed disappointment with the lack of input and guidance from Ephraim’s residents when spending millions of the public’s dollars and encouraged more involvement in making decisions regarding the City. There is much expected of the Mayor and Council, and with the help of staff, have saved millions of dollars for the City. 

After some discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Anderson reported the Council was ready to vote. She pointed out that State law allows all councilmembers to vote, including a councilmember who is also a candidate for appointment to the vacancy. The vote was as follows:

Councilmember Wheeler – John Scott for a smooth transition. 
Mayor Pro Tem Anderson – John Scott who is known for commitment and insight.
Councilmember Alder – Christi Johnson
Councilmember Boothe – John Scott for his desire and knowledge.
Councilmember Scott recused himself and did not vote.

Mayor Pro Tem Anderson expressed appreciation for the candidates who obviously studied the questions presented and gave very good answers. She welcomed John Scott, the new Mayor, and pointed out a vacancy for Council must now be filled to the end of his term, which expires the end of December 2019. 

John Scott will be appointed Mayor at the August 7, 2019 Council Meeting.


	ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council for consideration, Councilmember Alder moved the Regular Council Meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Boothe. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next regular City Council meeting is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, August 7, 2019, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Ephraim City Council room.


MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
Mayor									Date



ATTEST:


___________________________________				_____________________
City Recorder								Date
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