


Meadow Town Council Meeting
July 16, 2019
Meadow Fire Station
7:00 p.m.

Those in Attendance:
Mayor: Lynette Madsen 
Council Members:  Tyson Dewolf, Dustan Starley, Channing Stott, CJ Stott
Clerk:  Lynette Bond
Treasurer:  Monica Dearden 
Others in Attendance:  Mark Cowley, Lynn Bond, Zane Murnan, Lloyd and Pam Robison, Leo and Liz Stott, Ferrell Larsen, Alishia Starley 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and led the group in the pledge of allegiance.  She then asked Tyson to open the meeting with prayer.    
Minutes:  
-Minutes of the 2020 Budget Hearing were reviewed by the Council.  Channing moved to approve the minutes.  Tyson seconded and the motion carried.  
-Minutes of the June meeting were reviewed by the Council.  CJ moved to approve the minutes. Channing seconded and the motion carried.  
Accounting Report:  
-The Clerk went over the current claims with the board. See attached listing. Channing moved to pay the bills. CJ seconded and the motion carried.   

Departments:

Water: 
-Channing reported that the Flake’s water meter is connected.    
-Lynn reported that the annual water samples are delivered and he is awaiting the results.    
-The well will probably need to be used this summer, but Lynn says as of now the springs are holding up ok.
 
Electric:  
-Dustan has been looking into options to replace the Main Street lights.  He has found that underground wiring is not cost effective, so it will be better to run above ground lines.  He has found some 250 watt sodium lights that will run with about the same voltage as a normal house service.  He feels that each light can be run from a transformer from within the block that will take most of the lines out of range of the trees.  He estimates the cost to be somewhere around $15,000.00.   Trimming the trees could cost up to $25,000.00 so that cost could be saved.   There could be 3 places that new poles would need to be installed but for the most part the existing poles could be used.  There was some discussion on new poles but all agreed that the added expense would not be warranted.   Dustan said that a lot more could be spent, but he feels that it would be cheaper to come off of the existing transformers.   He feels that the $15,000.00 would include the lights and labor.    Other types of lights were mentioned, but LED’s don’t put out as much light, and Dustan prefers the sodium.  This estimated cost is well below what has been budgeted.   Flowell Electric having time to do the work is what will hold the project up.  Maybe they would have more time in the fall.  A decision was made to have Dustan pursue looking into it more.   Dustan will let the clerk know when he is ready for her to put it on a future agenda.  
-Leo asked if anyone knows what the fuse by park keeps going out.  He said it went out about three times last year.   Ideas were given, but no one knows for sure, including Flowell Electric that has looked into the cause each time they come to repair.
-Dustan mentioned the tree branch that caused the power outage at 210 east.  The Council felt that even though it was a property owner’s tree, the trees were trimmed well away from the line and heavy winds can’t be controlled.  If the property owner is taking care of trees then town is responsible to fix lines that are broken because of an act of nature.   
 Roads: 
-Tyson is still working on getting the road signs repaired.  He needs to order signs and extender poles for the top.   He has a list of what is needed including 1 pole and 9 extenders.  Lynn said that there may be some in the shed.  Dustan will try to remember where he got them last time.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]-James Wilcox contacted Tyson wondering if it would be possible to get a sidewalk installed in front of his house at 125 South Main.  Tyson said that James Wilcox indicated that the State Road Department will pay for everything but labor for the project.  Tyson moved to have the clerk draw up a letter to the State Road Department requesting installation of the sidewalk.  CJ seconded and the motion carried.  The clerk will daft this letter.  There may be donated items needed for this project such as a backhoe to dig, and labor to install.      

Park and Cemetery:
-CJ requested that the Town pay Carlie Dearden $70.00 as she helped paint the pickle ball court at the park.  The Council agreed to this.  
-Liz asked if the horseshoe pits are cleaned out for the 24th of July.  Monica said that they are sprayed but need to be tilled.  Liz also wondered if there is money available for prizes for a horseshoe tournament.   The Mayor told her to ask Dusty Mundy as he’s in charge of the 24th celebration this year.   
-The movie that is usually shown on the night of the 24th will be on the 23rd this year.  The movie that will show is DUMBO.
Fire: 
-Meadow Fire Department was called to fight a fire on Bald Mountain.  One of their trucks was burnt in the fire and a couple of the firefighters received minor burns.  There may be a claim filed on the Town insurance for these items.    
-The Mayor reported that the hydrant project is finished. 
- Planning and Zoning: 
-Mayor Madsen asked Mark to report on the recent Planning and Zoning meeting.  He reported that the Planning and Zoning Committee has proposed that annexation take place in three phases.  Phase 1 will be in 0-5 years, phase 2 will be within 5-10 years and phase 3 will be within 10-15 years.  
Phase 1 will be divided into two zones.  The Residential Zone of phase 1 will be east of the freeway and consist of properties which affront existing town roads with services already present.  The Commercial Zone will be west of the freeway adjacent to the exit.  Phase 2 will be along the southern border of the town and phase 3 will be along the northern border of the town within approximately a two block range.   
In the last meeting discussion was held about bringing in newly annexed properties zoned as agricultural.  This would be the same as the current zoning in the County.  If desired by the property owner, the properties could immediately be changed to either residential or commercial depending upon which area they are in.  We also talked about bringing in properties in the Phase 1 Commercial Zone as commercial within a one block distance from the freeway and as agricultural outside of the one block distance.  These agricultural properties could then be converted into commercial when desired by the property owner.  
-Mayor Madsen reported that another County meeting was held for the Mayors and Councils.  Installing bike trails was discussed for which funding has already been obtained.   Commissioner Draper stressed that the need for the Towns to have good ordinances once again.  They are encouraging us to have ordinances and annexation plans in place.  The County can make decisions for outlying areas if we don’t have a plan.   The Planning and Zoning Committee will keep working on an annexation plan.  
-There was another issue of a travel trailer being lived in again.  The Mayor said that the Commissioners expect this problem to multiply as these new workers come to the area. They will park wherever they can.  There will be 700 line workers that will need a place to stay.   There is an immediate need for 30 families.  Lloyd said that caution should be used because when the trailer parks were set up when IPP was built, the occupants left leaving a bill for utilities.  They know the system.  They travel around the country and even build homes then leave bank holding the bill.  
-Leo and Liz were in attendance to ask details about building lots.  Regulations are one half acre with frontage of 120 feet.   The County requires ½ acre for a septic tank to be installed.  The Mayor said different areas of the County have different regulations.   Leo said that in 2006, a ½ acre lot was bought as a building lot, but it has less than 120 feet of frontage.  Could a conditional use permit be issued for that?   Mayor Madsen said to draft a plan of what is intended and bring it before the Planning and Zoning Committee.  She also said that also the ordinance could be looked at to see if it would be beneficial to change if time is available.  Ferrell Larsen said that if the reason for that much frontage is fire truck access, a conditional use could be granted if a floor plan is provided and giving 15 feet on either side. Mark stated that this is not the purpose of a conditional use permit, and they would have to do something else as in looking at purchasing enough from neighbor to make it work.   
Leo just wants to know how the council feels about the shortage of frontage.   
Discussion was held on options.  Many lots are shy of a half-acre.  
Mark said that originally each block had 4 lots, then it went from there, each block is different. The Health Department bases the required area for a septic system on a number of different factors such as:  results of a percolation test, number of bedrooms, size of house, etc.  The Health Department recommended ½ acre as a size that would be adequate for most houses. 
To simplify the process, the Planning and Zoning set the lot size at ½ acre.  
- Building Permits:  
-There was no building permit business at this meeting.
Other Business: 
-The Mayor asked the council’s thoughts about a firework ban?  With the added moisture we had this spring there is more grass and fuel this year.  Discussion followed.  She then asked each member’s feeling on issuing a ban.  The votes were as follows: CJ-yes, Tyson-no, Channing-no, Dustan-no.  Given the feelings of the Council, there will be no ban this year, but Monica will post a notice on the Town Face Book page for citizens to use extreme caution as fire danger is high.  
-Mayor Madsen researched impact fees and explained to the Council that impact fees are assessed to projects that draw on the system’s development plan. There are a lot of rules and regulations involved.  It basically covers the entitie’s actual cost with no overhead.  If a project affects the town and its citizens then an impact fee could be charged.  
-Connection fees were then discussed again as to whether Meadow should raise these fees.  Discussion followed concerning connection fees and what is actually charged to the customer.   The fees are $2000.00 each for water and electric which will be revenue for the Town, plus all cost involved in connecting the utilities. 
Adjournment:  Dustan moved to adjourn.  Channing seconded and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.
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