



SAFETY NET MINUTES January 3, 2013
Attendance: Mike Leetham, Shawn Bennett, Louis Johnson, Colton Leetham, Kathleen Winn, Tom Metcalf, Del Bircher, Joni Holm, Aaron Bronson, Paul Murphy, Shelli Mecham, Anne Wilde, Tonia Tewell, Kerri Webber, Bonnie Peters, Iris Gomez, Shelley Osterloh, Pat Merkley, Paul Ricks, Lindsay Whitehurst, Jim Dalrymple.
St. George attendance: Gordon Gunn, Jean Goode, Adam Elliott, Jan Thompson, Teresa Banks, Kristyn Decker.

Mike welcomed everyone and introductions were made.  The minutes were read and Kathleen Winn moved to approve them, seconded by Shelli Mecham and the motion to approve the minutes passed.

Mike announced that the 2013 schedule and location is out and has been sent out to everyone on the mailing list. Please pass it on to anyone that may be interested in attending one of our meetings or listening in on the broadcast.  

Presentation – Holding Out Help: Kerri Webber
Truckloads of food and clothing have been taken down to Colorado City/Hildale area and distributed to those in need. They are planning to continue this process. They would like to have a food bank established in the area to use as a central location that those in need can have access to more than once a month. They are providing mentors for individuals and families, especially those over the age of 16. They are doing group mentoring for boys over the age of 18 due to the comfort of the individuals in a group setting. Young girls have individual mentors but participate in group activities. Mentors are from all over the Salt Lake Valley and are not part of any particular religious group. They are asked for at least a one year commitment, and background checks are done on all of them. Tonia and Kerri related stories from their experience while distributing the food. Holding Out Help has 2 new transitional homes that are available to the individuals for up to a year. They are working on the food bank and will let us know when they have further information regarding the start date.
Bonnie Peters reported that the Family Support Center assisted 179 families with Sub for Santa over the Christmas Holidays. Bonnie also reported on services available through the Family Support Center such as our Crisis Nurseries, Life Start Village, and Counseling Services. 

Anne Wilde told the group that the Principle Rights Coalition sponsored a day of prayer on December 23rd in support of the FLDS People.
Shelli Mecham reported that Safety Net helped 76 clients from Fundamentalist communities with Sub for Santa this Christmas season. This was part of the 179 families that were served by the Family Support Center. Shelli also reported that the young woman who attended the last Salt Lake Safety Net meeting had been accepted by Job Corps and would be starting this March. Shelli gave an update on the planning of the Annual Safety Net conference. The date has been set for June 7th, 2013, at the State Capitol. The flyer is still being put together and will be sent out as soon as it is ready.
Paul Murphy reported on the passing of our dear friend Ann Wright from Centennial Park. Paul spoke of her strong voice for what she believed in and had many kind words to say about her. Ann will be deeply missed.

Joni Holm reported that the clinic in Hildale continues to operate but is not accepting new patients. This is contrary to what has been reported to the Safety Net in the past. Joni said that she has billing documents from someone that has recently left the community that shows that the clinic is still in operation at this time. There was a discussion on how the clinic was operating and what, if anything, could be done to allow others to be seen for medical concerns. No solution was found at this time. 
Pat Merkley reported that she is now fully licensed in the State of Texas and asked Paul if someone from the AG’s office could let the appropriate officials in Texas know that she is available and willing to work with them concerning the FLDS in Texas. Pat said that she feels connected with them and that her experience could be a positive factor.

Del Bircher said that DCFS has received numerous calls regarding Child Labor and Child Neglect (child welfare issues) wanting to know what kinds of cases they would accept and what the limitations might be. Del also brought up the difficulties regarding educational neglect. A discussion began with questions about the possibility of emancipation of youth over 16, power of attorney, and guardianship. Joni talked about some of the resources that are available to the youth regarding education and helping them get caught up when they are so far behind. She said that the programs are out there but you have to ask for them when registering the students. 

Del offered to have CPS present at our March meeting in Salt Lake City regarding the issues discussed at this meeting.

Presentation to Mark Shurtleff: 

Bonnie Peters spoke on behalf of the Family Support Center and the Safety Net. Bonnie thanked Mark for the many years of service and support to this great cause. Bonnie also thanked Mark for the opportunity and support that he gave the Family Support Center when he assigned them the Safety Net to operate and maintain.   

Shelley Osterloh spoke and told Mark the he was a visionary for his ability to put this group together and have them work together so well for this cause and to see the Safety Net grow like it has over the years.

Pat Merkley spoke of her great experiences of working with the Safety Net and Mark. She said that she hopes that she will have opportunities in the future to get connected again and continue this great effort.

Anne Wilde spoke of her time with the Safety Net and the wonderful experiences that she has had with Mark. She presented Mark with a scrapbook that she put together with copies of clippings and articles, and pictures that had been collected over the past 12 years since. She told a couple of stories about the interaction that she and Mary Batchelor had enjoyed with Mark.
Mark spoke in response to the presentation of the scrapbook. He was a little emotional when he recited a poem that he felt relayed his feelings about the Safety Net today. He told the group that he had not done anything that he felt he could take credit for, and said that it was the work of everyone that has been or still is involved with the Safety Net.  He told the group how proud he was of this committee and the people that make it work. Mark then related some stories of his time involved as Attorney General and said that he will never forget the 12 years that the Safety Net has been in existence. 

Paul Murphy spoke of the good Mark has done over the years and how he has been criticized by some for not doing enough and then by others for doing too much. Paul thanked him for all of the support he has given the Safety Net and told him that he will be greatly missed. 

The meeting took a break while the media asked questions of Mark as well as other members in attendance at this meeting. The motion was made by Shawn Bennett to adjourn the meeting, this motion was seconded. The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 11:45am. 

