


ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 06, 2019
REGULAR MEETING - 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.   

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Dan’l Lindsay, Louise Barnes, Lenza Wilson, Guy Graham and City Treasurer Debbie Allen. Council member Marlene Stowe and City Recorder Stephanie Steed were excused. 

Also present were Bob Hartman, Garfield County Sheriff Danny Perkins, Paula L. McNeill, Peter Baksis III, Julie Brugger, GK Reiser, Lawrence Barnes, Al Celata and Denise Olson.   

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Wilson, Graham and Lindsay voting aye.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 16, 2019
Council member Barnes made a motion to approve the minutes of July 16, 2019 meeting as written. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye. 

PERSONAL COMMENTS
Peter Baksis III introduced himself as the new Escalante Elementary and High School Principal. Mr. Baksis said he would like the students of the high school and elementary schools to be part of the City Council Agenda. Mr. Baksis said he feels this will build a better bridge between the schools and the City to have the students report the school goals, activities and become more involved with the City.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES 
Council member Stowe was not present at said meeting. Planning & Zoning held a work meeting on Ordinances and there was nothing to report.





SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS – UPDATE
Sheriff Perkins said it has been business as usual for the sheriff department. Sheriff Perkins said the County is staying busy. Sheriff Perkins introduced himself to Principal Baksis and offered any assistance from the Sheriff Department to the schools that Principal Baksis feels is needed. Sheriff Perkins said the Garfield County Deputies will be bringing the dogs around sometime in the fall for drug testing in the schools. Council member Barnes asked Sheriff Perkins if the funding is available for another peace officer that the County is pursuing. Sheriff Perkins said they should know soon. Sheriff Perkins said the Spring is very busy on the monument and another peace officer and vehicle would be very helpful. Sheriff Perkins said the monument is getting so busy. This item was discussed at length.

WEED ABATEMENT
Council member Barnes said she is very concerned with the unkept weeds in and around town. Council member Barnes said the dry weeds ignite so fast. Council member Barnes referred to other cities giving a warning to the property owners and a time limit to have their place cleaned of weeds and old lumber. Council member Barnes said, if they don’t comply, have the City clean it and send the owners a bill. If the bill is not paid, a lien could be placed on the property. Council member Lindsay said the liability on the City would concern him. Council member Lindsay said he would rather have a fine assessed after the land owners were notified. Council member Wilson said he liked the idea of a fine. Council member Barnes asked Attorney Huntington what other Cities in the County are doing. Attorney Huntington said he would look into and get back to the City. Mayor Torgersen asked should the City have an Ordinance for this problem. This item was discussed at length.

OLD BUILDINGS
Council member Wilson said he is concerned with the old abandoned buildings, especially the ones on Main Street. Council member Wilson said it concerns him that someone could get hurt. Council member Wilson presented the Council with pictures of the buildings (attached). Council member Wilson said they are abandoned, inhabited and Council member Wilson said he is afraid a high wind could take pieces of the buildings off and cause harm to citizens. Attorney Huntington suggested talking to the land owners, building inspector or health inspector on the buildings conditions. Mayor Torgersen asked Attorney Huntington if the City needs an Ordinance to address the problem. Attorney Huntington said he will write a letter and send it to the City office to send to the property owners. This item was discussed at length.

STAMPED CONCRETE
Council member Lindsay said last year the City put stamped concrete along some of the sidewalks and curbs on Main Street. Council member Lindsay said it looks really nice and he would like to have another portion done this year. Council member Lindsay said $10,000.00 has been set aside for a smaller amount to be done this year. Council member Lindsay said Terry Olsen has been working on this project. Mayor Torgersen reminded the Council this does belong to the City. This item was discussed at length. Council member Lindsay made a motion to 


continue with the Stamped Concrete along Main Street up to $10,000.00. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Barnes, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye.

UTAH LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 11-13, 2019
Mayor Torgersen said this is, by far, the most informational conference that is offered to Cities. 
Council member Barnes agreed with Mayor Torgersen and said she plans on attending. Council member Wilson said he would also like to attend. Mayor Torgersen said Council member Stowe will be going too. Council member Barnes made a motion to send Mayor Torgersen, Council members Stowe, Barnes, Wilson and City Recorder Steed to the Utah League of Cities and Towns Conference. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Barnes, Lindsay and Wilson voting aye.

CITY CAR
Mayor Torgersen said she feels the City needs to consider purchasing a City car. Mayor Torgersen explained with Wells Fargo Bank closing, the City will need to take a deposit twice a week to the bank in Tropic. Mayor Torgersen said the City pays a perdiem of .565 cents per mile when employees use their own vehicle. The mileage to travel to Tropic and back will be 80 miles twice a week plus all the other times an employee has to travel out of town for the City. The City Council agreed Mayor Torgersen should move ahead and look for a car. Mayor Torgersen said she is talking to the County to see if they have one. Attorney Huntington said talk to Camille Moore she is over the County cars.
    
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
The Administrative Department had nothing to report at this time. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen had nothing to report at this time.

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said the recent storms have caused some erosion problems at the Airport. Council member Barnes said it has eroded under the new fence and also around the big rocks at the drainage area. Council member Barnes said she has talked to Armstrong Consultants to have an engineer assess the damage and is waiting to hear from them. This item was discussed at length. 




COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said the recent storms have also caused problems at the Medical Center. 
Council member Wilson said the Kazan Clinic had extensive electrical damage caused by lightning. Council member Wilson said he has contacted the company to come and assess the damage of the control board, printers, air conditioner and any other problems that was caused. Council member Wilson said the insurance through Wayne County Health Clinic should cover the cost.

Council member Wilson said the New Multi-Purpose Center had some flooding in the front door of the building. Council member Wilson said he contacted the engineer and this problem will need to be addressed. 

Council member Wilson said Garfield County will help the City to install a deep fryer in the kitchen of the Multi-Purpose Center.
 
Council member Wilson said a filter system has been ordered for the Splash Pad.

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time.

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay said the big pot holes around town were filled with asphalt. Council member Lindsay said there are still smaller ones to fill. This item was discuss at length. 
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UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Lindsay made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Graham  seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Wilson, Barnes and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
[bookmark: _GoBack]Council member Barnes made a motion to go into executive session for a strategy session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual and the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property at 6:40 p.m. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council member Lindsay, Graham, Barnes and Wilson voting aye. Present at the executive session were Mayor Torgersen, Council member Barnes, Lindsay, Graham and City Treasurer Allen.

Council member Wilson made a motion to come out of executive session and back into regular session at 6:50 p.m. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Wilson, Barnes and Graham voting aye.


Council member Wilson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 p.m. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.



							


_____________________________________
Debbie Allen / City Treasurer




Date minutes approved _______

