WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
2 July 2019
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:15 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Keith Jensen: Councilmen Byron Davis and Ron Thompson; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman, Town Treasurer Erika Anderson, Town Water Superintendent Wendle Roberts, Town Fire Chief James Roberts. Councilman Nathan Mitchell came in at 7:30 PM. Councilman Jared Brotherson was not in attendance.
Residents in attendance:  none
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Byron Davis
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  none
BUSINESS:  
1. Mayor Jensen opened the discussion about setting a water usage schedule by stating that the town was currently okay water-wise. Water superintendent Wendle Roberts was able to inform the council that he was running the 2010 well and the water was clean enough now to send up to the storage tanks. The electrical problem at the 2017 well had been repaired and it was back online also. Councilman Thompson still felt that a water schedule should be set up for the summer, or at least restrictions on watering between the hours of 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Mr. Roberts did mention here that he had turned off water last summer to residences that were in non-compliance with the restrictions then in place. Councilman Davis pointed out that there is nothing in the ordinance concerning dealing with those in violation of water restrictions, when in place.
2. The Wales Town Annexation Policy Plan (see attached), as prepared by the Wales Town Planning & Zoning Committee, was quickly discussed. Mayor Jensen drew attention to the fact that the plan included a 10-year moratorium on annexation, beginning with the date of passage. As council members had been given a copy of the plan in the June meeting to peruse throughout the month, and no objections or need for additions were voiced, the plan was brought to a vote. Mayor Jensen made the motion to adopt the Wales Town Annexation Policy Plan and was seconded by Councilman Thompson. It was adopted by a vote in the affirmative by Mayor Keith Jensen, Councilman Byron Davis and Councilman Ron Thompson (no dissenting votes). 
3. Mayor Jensen read Rules & Policy No. 2019-01 (see attached) to council members. Councilman Mitchell arrived during this time. The mayor offered some explanation during the reading, saying that because of an incident of misuse of public property, investigated by the state attorney general, the state legislature passed HB 163. An excessively strict ruling, HB163 made misuse of public property a third degree felony, punishable by a term of imprisonment of up to five (5) years and a $5,000 fine. He noted that a small loophole in the law, allowing "public servants" to use public property in accordance with a written policy, was the reason he had introduced this. He informed the council that many public entities, including the Sanpete County Sheriff's Office, were scrambling to get similar policies on paper and passed. Following a brief discussion Mayor Jensen made the motion to adopt Rules & Policy No. 2019-01. Councilman Mitchell seconded the motion and it was adopted with a unanimous vote in favor by those members of the council present. 
MINUTES:  
Mayor Keith Jensen made a motion to accept the minutes of the 4 June 2019 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman Davis seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.
INVOICES: 
The June 2019 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Councilman Mitchell seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous, by those present, to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:
· Mayor:  Mayor Jensen handed out copies of a proposed ordinance concerning the Wales Town Fire Dept. and regulating fire-related activities, asking council members to read through it in preparation for the meeting in August, at which time it will be on the agenda for passage (see attached). He went on to explain that, among other things, it established rules and regulations for the fire department as well as imposing fire restrictions within town limits during the period from the first of June to the end of October. Other issues covered were exemptions and the inclusion of a burn permit form as well as fireworks restrictions.

The mayor also noted that the CWPP (Community Wildfire Protection Plan) was 
   
nearly complete, needing only some more input from the fire chief. He also 


addressed the topic of the Wales Town Emergency Plan, explaining a little about the 
what and the why for such a plan. The plan deals with big emergencies such as 
earthquakes, tornadoes, etc. It lists the major perceived risks to 
the town of Wales 
and, most importantly, it lists ESF's (Emergency Support Functions), specific 
instructions as to who and how to deal with particular disasters. All who are involved 
in the town governance will have a personal copy. There will 
also be a copy in the 
office and in other strategic locations such as the sheriff's office, dispatch, hospital, 
ambulance and so forth. The plan is to be updated yearly.
· Fire Dept.:  Fire Chief James Roberts asked for information concerning what needed to be done to get the bid process started for the new public safety building. He was told that a listing giving the size of the building and what the department wants in it should be sufficient. The information is to be posted on the Utah Public Information website, with an ad in the Sanpete Messenger to request bids. It was mentioned that the bids would be opened at a closed meeting.

Mr. Roberts informed the council that most of the department now had their red 

cards and could go out on wildfires when needed. As the discussion progressed he 
asked about using controlled burns inside town limits to lessen increasing fire hazards 
on unoccupied lots. It was felt that the double benefit of training, as well as mitigation 
work to fulfill the CWPP requirements, would come from such projects.
· Water:  Councilman Davis stated that the water information had already been discussed.

· Parks:  Councilman Mitchell was asked to take care of having the refrigerator (donated for Welsh Days use) moved to the shed.
· Cemetery:  Councilman Thompson reported that the main road into the cemetery needs a culvert, as well as work to improve the road itself. He asked about getting extra funding toward working on the roads, which would require opening the budget. Mr. Thompson also reported that he is having the sprinklers worked on and is trimming trees. He said he will be ordering a portable restroom for the cemetery soon. There was some discussion as to how often it would have to be serviced, with no conclusion reached.
Mayor Jensen made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Mitchell, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM
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