



MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE UTAH





ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL COMMISSION 




HELD MONDAY, JULY 15, 2019, AT 1625
SOUTH 900 WEST, SALT LAKE CITY.

[A copy of the agenda for this meeting was posted on the bulletin board at the DABC administrative office, posted on the Utah Public Notice Website, and emailed to the Salt Lake Tribune and Deseret News by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, July 12, 2019.]

Chairman John T. Nielsen called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
Commissioners Participating Telephonically:   John T. Nielsen, Thomas Jacobson, Steven Bateman, Sophia DiCaro, and Stanley B. Parrish.
Staff Present:   RuthAnne Oakey-Frost, Compliance and Licensing Director; and Terry Wood.
Also Present:  Jeff Buckner, Assistant Attorney General; Dusten Heugly and John Vecchi, Avant Groove.
UPDATE ON ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE:  


(1)
Avant Groove, Salt Lake City.  (BAR)  

Mr. Nielsen noted that the meeting today is intended to be of limited scope and deal with managerial issues.  Ms. Oakey-Frost gave an overview of the issues regarding the background checks for the managers at Avant Groove that resulted in a suspension at the last commission meeting.
Ms. Oakey-Frost outlined the terms of a stipulation that has been signed regarding manager training and manager background checks.  She noted that with the stipulation the department feels the management situation is clearer.  Staff recommends the suspension be lifted and that the commission get an update from Avant Groove at the next commission meeting.
At the request of Mr. Nielsen, Ms. Oakey-Frost gave an overview of the relationship between Button Up, Button Down and T & J Jazz Holdings noting that there are still issues that are being sorted through the court system.  The license today is under T & J Jazz Holdings which is doing business under Button Down.

Mr. Heugly gave an overview of the problems they have had with manager staffing and background checks.

The commissioners, Ms. Oakey-Frost, Mr. Buckner, Mr. Heugly, and Mr. Vecchi discussed the management issues; relationship and leases for Button Up and Button Down; ongoing lawsuit; and a possible management agreement involving Mr. Jorge Bizzaro.
Mr. Nielsen noted there are a lot of questions but the matter before the commission today has to do with the managerial authority.  The signed stipulation resolves that narrow issue.
Mr. Jacobson moved to lift the suspension for Avant Groove in Salt Lake City until the next commission meeting where it will be placed on the agenda for subsequent review to resolve any outstanding items.  Mr. Bateman seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

A meeting with commissioners and Dusten Heugly will be set up to review possible issues.
There being no further business, the special commission meeting adjourned at 2:28 p.m.  
______________________________

Chairman 
