DUCHESNE CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES
July 9, 2019

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Duchesne City Council was held at 6:00 p.m., July 9, 2019, at the Duchesne City Office Building, 500 East Main, Duchesne, UT. Mayor Rodney Rowley conducted the meeting. City Recorder, Kim Riggle, took minutes. City Council Members present were Jason Baker, Dawnette Browning, Bryce Hamilton, and Danny Peatross. Council Member Jeannie Mecham was excused.

Others present were: Deb Herron, Dea Skewes, Susan Hamilton, Will Wright, Paul Spencer, and Russ Young.

INVOCATION was offered by Mayor Rowley.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Rowley.

MINUTES, BILLS, CHARGES & CREDITS

MOTION by Council Member Browning, seconded by Council Member Peatross to approve the minutes from June 25, 2019 with 2 corrections, a name correction for Gayle McKeachnie on page 4 and new sod is preferable to reseeding on page 3.

Council Member Baker – Aye
Council Member Browning – Aye
Council Member Hamilton – Aye
Council Member Peatross – Aye

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

MOTION by Council Member Peatross, seconded by Council Member Hamilton to pay the bills.

Council Member Baker – Aye
Council Member Browning – Aye
Council Member Hamilton – Aye
Council Member Peatross – Aye

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

The Council reviewed the Charges and Credits report.

BUSINESS LICENSES
There were no business licenses brought before the Council.

ENTERPRISE ZONE RENEWAL APPLICATION – WILL WRIGHT
Will Wright is a relatively new planner with the Uintah Basin Association of Governments. He has been tasked with renewing the Enterprise Zone Tax Credit application for this area to the Utah Governor’s Office of Economic Development. Irene Hansen, former director of the Chamber of Commerce and current Duchesne County Commissioner, completed the original enterprise zone designation request application for the entire county in 2013, with a 5-year term for the program. With feedback from the Governor’s office, Will realized that entire counties are no longer considered for the program. Will is identifying individual communities and completing renewal application paperwork. He has identified the entire city of Duchesne to be included in the enterprise zone and completed the renewal application. He is hoping to keep this program alive for at least another 5 years. The program will benefit new, existing and even home businesses. He provided the Council with an example resolution that will need to be passed in order to complete the renewal process. Mayor Rowley said J.R. Bird benefitted from the program when he started Park West and a farm by helping him save over $80,000 on his taxes. Council Member Peatross asked about the process to take advantage of the program and Council Member Hamilton asked where the money comes from for the program. Will explained what he understands about the program. There are different incentives but he is not certain of all the particulars for the incentives but referred the Council to the packet created by the Governor’s office. He encouraged the Council to take the issue to the public and gather feedback. He has identified the whole town but if the Council provides a map of where they think the zone should be, he will work with whatever map he is provided. The Council agreed that with all the small businesses and home businesses scattered throughout town, it makes sense to include the whole city in the zone.

PLANNING AND ZONING
There was no report from the planning and zoning commission.

15 MINUTE OPEN SESSION
· Susan Hamilton was happy to see all the food kiosks during the July 4th celebration and what a great gathering place it was. She also announced that the China Star building is under contract to be sold to Betos with a closing date of July 10th at 9 am. She also wanted to reiterate her opposition to government interfering with lot and home size within the city. Council Member Baker asked when Betos will open. Susan believes it will be soon because they already have much of the equipment on site.
· Deb Herron reported on cell phones for city workers. AT&T will not speak to her because she is not listed on the account, but Mayor Rowley was able to find out some more information when he went in person to their office in Roosevelt. It was discovered the two modems with charges of $300+ on the phone bill are connected to the water fill station and keep track of all accounts used and the amount of gallons dispensed. Deb also calculated the cost of each city worker’s cell phone to be approximately $75 per month. Mayor Rowley discussed the charges with AT&T and found that any change to the billing would result in an increase to the current bill. Mayor Rowley decided to keep everything the same until a better solution can be found. Council Member Hamilton asked why so much data was being used. Deb explained the fill station can have hundreds of transactions in a day. There is another option; Flowpoint, the fill station company that installed the hardware and software, can install equipment that will take the system to all web based. The cost would be $4000-4800. Mayor Rowley also explained that with the training on the new septage system it is clear that the City needs its own server which could be used for the Scada System, the septage station, the lift stations, as well as the fill station. Finally, Deb recommended the City move to a reimbursement program for the cell phones. By doing this, Utah State HB 163, which addresses government employees using public property for personal use, will not be an issue.

BOOK OF COMPLAINTS, CONCERNS & COMMENTS
There were no new complaints.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REVIEW OF OLD BUSINESS
· Mayor Rowley reported on a letter which concerns SB 52, pressurized irrigation systems and meters thereof. He will be working with Lane to decide how the Senate bill will affect Duchesne City. He is also working on wording in the Employee handbook concerning HB 163 which Council Member Peatross brought up at the last Council Meeting.
· Mayor Rowley reported on the 4th of July celebration. He was very impressed by the turn out and how organized the events were. However, the bathrooms and the trash cans needed attention every 2-4 hours. He suggested for future large events that the City would provide supplies but the organization should supply the man-power to check paper products and empty trash cans. Otherwise the City would charge $350-$400 per event for the services of city workers.
· Mayor Rowley informed the Council of the Dorsett training that took place today for himself and the city workers on the new septage station. He suggested the City charge $0.07-$0.08 per gallon as a possible price for the processing fee. Mayor Rowley explained the only customers using the facility will be commercial sewer haulers. He also reviewed the process and how the facility works. The Council decided $0.08 per gallon would be the price to help pay for the $3,000,000 the City borrowed to upgrade the sewer system. The Council would like to review the matter in 90 days.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]South Duchesne Water will have a meeting with Mayor Rowley on Friday. Clyde Watkins will also be present because Duchesne County Water Conservancy District is looking at buying South Duchesne Culinary Water Company. They had 2 leaks today and 1 last week. They have not yet paid the bill that was sent to cover the charges incurred by use of Duchesne City workers and equipment. Even though they have fixed the leak that has been causing surrounding property damage, they have new leaks. Mayor Rowley said he has not turned them off yet because the City wants to be a good neighbor. Council Member Browning said Duchesne City has been a good neighbor and suggested South Duchesne Water also needs to be a good neighbor.
· Moon Lake Electric met with Mayor Rowley today to discuss EP Energy’s easement up at the airport for a new pipeline. Mayor Rowley invited the Council to look closely at the proposal he handed out to the members. In the last proposal, EP Energy paid $0.12 per square foot per year, and the Mayor informed them that he would not accept anything less. Council Member Peatross asked where the pipeline would actually run. Council Member Hamilton pointed out where the pipeline was drawn on the map.
· Council Member Browning asked how the Main Street project is coming along. Paul reported that he is working on it. 
· Mayor Rowley said he is in the process of changing the location of the burn pit. The smoke has severely affected some of the citizens downwind of the burn pit at the cemetery. Russ Young said the City could get into trouble with the State if the air quality during a burn is not within state standards. Mayor Rowley figured it would have cost less to mulch all of the yard debris from the City spring cleanup than it cost the City to haul it to the dump.

WORK SESSION
There was no work meeting scheduled.

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
MOTION to go into executive session for personnel reasons by Council Member Hamilton, seconded by Council Member Baker at 6:55 pm.

Council Member Baker – Aye 
Council Member Browning – Aye
Council Member Hamilton – Aye
Council Member Peatross – Aye

Motion carried by unanimous vote.






                                                                  _____________________________________
                                                                  Rodney Rowley, Mayor

______________________
Kim Riggle, City Recorder	
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