	ICC MISSION STATEMENT
"The mission of the Utah Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs and Their Families (ICC) is to assure that each infant and young child with special needs will have the opportunity to achieve optimal health and development within the context of the family."



MINUTES OF THE UTAH INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL (ICC) 
FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND THEIR FAMILIES

Utah Department of Health, Division of Family Health and Preparedness
4431 S. 2700 W., Taylorsville, UT, Main Conference Rooms
October 24, 2012 // 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Attendance: Debbie Ballard, Karen Borg, Amy Buehler, Lisa Davenport, Linda DeGroff, Joyce Dolcourt, Barbara Fiechtl, Charlene Frail-McGeever, Lori Ginter, Aimee Goble, Debbie Justice, Connie Nink, Gina Pola-Money, Helen Post, Harper Randall, Stephanie Roach, Orvil Stokes, Heidi Valdez, Kelly Warner, Ginger West, Michelle White, Susan Ord

Excused: Max Lang, Rep. Ronda Menlove, Kevin Morris, Carolyn Taylor-Christensen

Absent: Chandler Menteer, Janet Wade, Teresa Whiting

BWEI/Health Department Staff: Catherine Hoelscher, Brady Kerkman, Lynne MacLeod, Lorna Ward

Other Attendees: Robyn Chidester, Jennifer Kelsey, Mary James, Paula Pittman, Shaun Mower, Sue Olsen, Marla Nef, Amanda Longhurst, Colleen Murphy

I. Welcome and Introductions - The meeting commenced at 9:37 am, Ginger West conducted. Members and guests introduced and welcomed.

II. Minutes – On the last page in section VI, last paragraph add Joyce Dolcourt to attendees for August 30th meeting. Motion to approve amended minutes passed unanimously.

III. Public Comment Period - Helen Post – Stephanie received recognition as volunteer of the month at the Utah Parent Center.

Joyce Dolcourt – The Legislative Coalition for People with Disabilities will be holding its reception with legislators on Thursday, Feb 7, 2013 from 4:00 – 5:45 pm in the rotunda of the Capitol. Parents and providers are welcome to attend. We will be taking RSVPs closer to the event.

IV. Parent/Provider Spotlight –
Helen Post and Robyn Chidester discussed the Utah Parent Center and their development of training materials and information for families on Transition from Early intervention to preschool. The Utah Parent Center has finished training across the state to both parents and Early Intervention Providers. See handouts

V. Membership - ICC asked for any ideas for the Personnel Prep representatives’ vacancy; Debbie Justice will contact two people and will let the ICC know of their interest at the next ICC meeting.

VI. Baby Watch Report – 
Harper Randall updated the ICC on the Autism Treatment Fund. The Autism Treatment Fund is one of three pilots put forth in HB272. Autism Treatment Services in Washington, Kids on the Move in Utah County, Amy Peters Therapy Services in Salt Lake, and Alternative Behavioral Therapies in Salt Lake are the programs that will participate in the pilot and provide the ABA services to children. 25 children will participate in this piece of the pilot; between all three pilots, there are 298 children enrolled to receive services.

The Dependent with a Disability Exemption form “TC-40D” is now available online from the http://tax.utah.gov/forms/current/tc-40d.pdf . Parents will need to have their EI provider (if child is two or younger) sign the form and keep with the parent’s tax records in order to claim the exemption. If Baby Watch is not currently serving the child or if the child never enrolled in the program, parents can contact the state (Susan Ord) for the signature. Parents of children not served in early intervention will have to show evidence that their child would have qualified for the program. Parents with dependents age 3 through adult will need to have the appropriate signatures from the program where they are enrolled. 

The first of the year is set for the deployment of BTOTS. The delay is due to Baby Watch needing to meet new security features required by the Utah Dept. of Health. BTOTS developers will create a parent portal so parents can view their documents online by logging directly into the BTOTS system. This feature will take the place of the emailing records, which would be more difficult to secure.

At the end of August, the meeting with Dr. Patton and representatives of the ICC was successful. Dr. Patton passed the Building Block to the Governor’s office Last week ICC reps met with Ron Bigelow from the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget. This meeting went well. Rep. Bigelow asked many questions and seemed very interested. The expected date for release of the Governor’s budget is after the election. If the Governor includes the Baby Watch Building Block request in his budget, then the Health Dept. /Baby Watch Program can support it officially. If the Building Block does not make it into the Governor’s budget, the families and providers can still provide information to legislators. Last year all requests that did not make the budget were on a list for consideration throughout the legislative process.

When parents communicate with the legislative representatives they should be focusing on telling their own story, how Baby Watch Early Intervention helped them, and mention that they want these services available to help all children.

Gina – see PowerPoint. Start as soon as the election is over to send information to legislators in a coordinated fashion. Gina will send the packet to the programs that includes how-to, what to say, and release forms to give to parents to use to tell their story and include pictures. The goal is to have at least one family in each district give their information to the program and then send the stories, pictures, and the Baby Watch brochure to the legislator. Debbie Ballard and Debbie Justice will forward this information to providers as well as the following timeline.

Joyce Dolcourt – to find the schedule of meetings and hearing go to http://le.utah.gov/ and click on calendar (far right side of main page), then look for the Social Services Appropriations. If you want to speak, you have to sign up.

ICC role in the appropriations process -it is all about communicating the need for funding to continue the program without having to change eligibility.

October-November
· Have families contact the Governor’s office
· Contact both the Governor’s Fiscal Analyst for the Health Dept. the Legislative Fiscal Analyst for the Social Services Appropriations Committee.
· 13 days before the election check out www.vote.utah.gov  to find out who the candidates are. 
· Vote
· After the election, providers should send their new representative/senator a note congratulating him/her on winning the election. Include parent’s story, picture, and mention BWEIP.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Find out how best to communicate with them.
· Volunteer to be a resource on EI issues for the legislators
· Have the programs send the packet of stories and include the BWEIP brochure. Invite new legislators to come visit the programs (see Gina’s comments above).

December
· Have legislators visit programs
· Did the EI Funding request make the Governor’s budget? DOH will only be able to advocate for items in the Governor’s budget---no restrictions on the public.
· Have families send a holiday card to their legislators with a picture of their child and a short story of their experience with EI services.

January-March
· Meet with legislators prior to the General Session.
· Contact members of the Social Services Appropriations Committee (December is when the appointments are made). 
· Testify at a Social Services Appropriations public hearing.
a. Arrive early, Short, written comments
· Ask Social Services Appropriations Committee members to rank EI in a high position when they create their budget prioritization list.
· Contact members of Executive Appropriations to include EI in the final recommendations.

It is important to do constant contact with the legislators so they can make a connection to the issue.

Joyce Dolcourt will send out meeting times and locations regarding the legislative meetings and receptions that parents and programs can attend.

Barb Fiechtl will coordinate with providers to get parents together and down to the meetings.

All ICC members should contact legislators to explain the member’s role in Early Intervention, and explain why early intervention is important.

VII. Next ICC Meeting – December 19, 2012 at the State Lab 4431 S 2700 W., Taylorsville, UT 84119, from 9:30 am – 12:00 pm

VIII. Adjournment- The meeting adjourned at 2:04


APPROVED AS TO FORM:				MINUTES SUBMITTED BY:


____________________________________		____________________________________

      Ginger West, for the ICC Tri-Chair			Lorna Ward, ICC State Contact
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