DUCHESNE CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES
June 25, 2019

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Duchesne City Council was held at 6:00 p.m., June 25, 2019, at the Duchesne City Office Building, 500 East Main, Duchesne, UT. Mayor Rodney Rowley conducted the meeting. City Recorder, Kim Riggle, took minutes. City Council Members present were Dawnette Browning, Bryce Hamilton, Jeannie Mecham, and Danny Peatross. Council Member Jason Baker was excused.

Others present were: Deb Herron, Paul Spencer and Paul Spencer Jr., Danita Hinton, Ginger Thomas, Mona Farnsworth, Mike Hansen, Neil Fraser (JUB Engineers), and Susan Hamilton.

ROLL CALL, PRAYER, PLEDGE, MINUTES

Prayer was offered by Council Member Dawnette Browning.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Rowley.

MOTION by Council Member Browning, seconded by Council Member Mecham to approve the minutes from June 11, 2019 with the correction on the description of the location of Block 3.

Council Member Browning – Aye
Council Member Hamilton – Aye
Council Member Mecham – Aye
Council Member Peatross – Aye

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

BUSINESS LICENSES
There were no business licenses brought before the Council.

ARTS COUNCIL – DANITA HINTON
Mona Farnsworth distributed flyers for the upcoming July 4th celebration while Danita asked the Council if they would be willing to donate and serve water melon after the parade and patriotic program to encourage people to come to the park and stay for the festivities throughout the day. Council Member Browning said she would order it, Council Member Peatross will pick it up and help Council Member Hamilton and Mayor Rowley slice and serve it. The Council Members were also encouraged to be in the parade. Danita summarized the planned activities. There will be some free activities with prizes and some activities will have a fee. The Arts Council will need help setting up the concert stage on July 3rd. Danita requested help from the city workers but the Mayor expressed concern that they were already stretched pretty thin but they might be able to help. Danita also asked about the power capabilities for the sound equipment for the concert. The power box should be sufficient for the band’s needs.  The location of the stage will be slightly different this year so the public will not be staring directly into the sun. The bleachers will need to be brought over from the ball field. Mayor Rowley encouraged the Arts Council to fill out the park reservation application and include everything the Arts Council needs for the event.

OPEN & PUBLIC MEETINGS/LAND USE TRAINING – MIKE HANSEN
Mike Hansen, former assistant to the Governor and professional planner with Rural Community Consultants, received grant money to conduct yearly, mandatory trainings throughout rural communities in Utah. Through a PowerPoint presentation, Mike touched on several topics.
· Open and Public Meetings: The Council played Jeopardy with 4 categories including: Meetings, Noticing, Minutes, and Government Records. By playing the game, those in attendance were able to understand the Open and Public Meetings Act better.
· Return on Investment of Planning: Government should be thought of as a business with a monopoly on public utilities (water, sewer, and garbage). The City needs to carefully plan in order to maintain credibility and increase effectiveness.
· Land Use Authority: By State Statute every city should have a land use authority as defined by “a person, board, commission, agency, or other body designated by the local legislative body to act upon a land use application.” Often a Planning Commission acts as the land use authority. The Planning Commission makes planning-related recommendations to the City Council including resolving zoning issues, reviewing and clarifying land use ordinances, and streamlining land use processes within the city. Additionally, each city should have an appeal authority, quasi-judicial entity to hear variances and appeals.
· Code Enforcement: If a city makes a rule they must enforce that rule fairly and consistently. Enforcement rules need to be spelled out clearly in the ordinances and should include: a complaint process; investigation process; time limits; and court procedure. Good practices for code enforcement rely on a good General Plan.
· Capital Investment: State Statute says, “After the legislative body has adopted a general plan, no street, park, or other public way, ground, place, or space, no public utility, whether publicly or privately owned, may be constructed or authorized until and unless it conforms to the current General Plan.” Mike suggested that cities minimize conditional uses.
· Plain Language: State Statute requires local code to be simplified. Any ordinance revision efforts should develop “plain language” by simplifying references, rewriting complicated explanations and incorporating graphics where possible. In a dispute between the governing body and private citizen, “tie goes to the applicant.”
· Accessory Dwelling Units: An ADU is a secondary housing unit on the same property as a main residence. ADU’s create opportunities and threats. Opportunities include: keeps aging/growing families together; invisible density; and maximizes use of existing services and infrastructure. Threats include: parking issues; architectural compatibility (i.e. Tiny Homes); and potential for potential for over-occupancy. Cities need to clarify their position through ordinance. Mike recommends getting the City Council together with Planning Commission to get an idea about the big picture and how the City wants to move into the future.
Mike ended his presentation by committing to the Council that he would follow-up by giving additional resources via email including the PowerPoint presentation. He also provided the Council and public a web address with more information, www.rural-community.com.

ADOPTION OF FY 2020 BUDGET
The Council briefly discussed the 2020 budget.

MOTION by Council Member Peatross, seconded by Council Member Browning to approve the FY 2020 Budget as noted in the June 18 work meeting.

Council Member Browning – Aye
Council Member Hamilton – Aye
Council Member Mecham – Aye
Council Member Peatross – Aye

Motion carried by unanimous vote.

MAIN STREET – COUNCIL MEMBER BROWNING
Council Member Browning distributed handouts of a study done on Main Street by herself and Paul Spencer. The study outlines the worst spots in town and makes recommendations for fixing the problems in 6 individual projects. Mayor Rowley asked if Second Nature could donate another bench and Council Member Browning said they may be able to do that. After the Council had time to review the plan, Council Member Browning asked if the City could begin work on improving Main Street. Council Member Peatross asked about resources to complete the projects. Paul Spencer discussed some of the details of sprinkler issues and whether replacing the sod with new sod or reusing the old sod would be feasible. Council Member Browning said new sod would be preferable to reseeding. The Council and Mayor Rowley were in agreement that funds could be found to begin and complete the projects.

EMPLOYEE CELL PHONES – DEB HERRON
AT&T will not communicate with Deb Herron because she is not listed on the account. She is still gathering information about the cell phone issue.

HB 163 – COUNCIL MEMBER PEATROSS
Council Member Peatross attended the recent County Commission meeting where he heard about House Bill 163, a Utah State bill that addresses “Offenses against the Administration of Government” and addresses the use of public property for private purposes. Council Member Mecham asked if the bill allows cities to make their own policy. It is unclear at this point how the bill will affect city policies. Council Member Peatross suggested the need to contact Utah League of Cities and Towns to find out more about this bill and what it means for Duchesne City. He also got a copy of what the County is adding to their handbook. Mayor Rowley agreed that the Council should look more closely at the bill.

PLANNING AND ZONING
Deb Herron reported on the Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting held on Monday June 17 at 6 pm. Attending were Donny Grant, Bruce Peatross, Deb Herron, and Sean Cayias. 
· The Commission first discussed the vacation request by Doug and Mary Newby. Donny suggested the lawsuit with the Ute Tribe would complicate any street vacations completed thus far because the land may revert back to the Tribe anyway. He would like to see an official policy in place about street vacations before we vacate anymore streets. Deb Herron is in favor of the vacation because it gives ownership to the landowner to take care of otherwise abandoned and unkempt property. The easements do not change with the vacation so if power, water, sewer or gas lines exist on the property, access to those lines is still allowed. Donny made a motion to not vacate the street to the north and east of Newby’s property. Donny and Bruce voted to not vacate the property and Deb voted to vacate the property. The Commission’s official recommendation to the City Council is to not vacate the street.
· The second item on the agenda was to discuss tiny homes. Donny believes that the city needs to put in place a minimum square footage on homes built or brought into the city. He also feels very strongly about keeping 7500 square foot minimums on the lot size per residence. He suggested 800 sq. ft. be the minimum per residence. Sean Cayias asked what the difference was between tiny homes and trailers in trailer parks. The Commission discussed the minimum lot size (7500 sq. ft.) for residences and how trailer parks allow a higher density of residences in a smaller area. The Commission also discussed how the ordinances used to violate State Law by not allowing manufacture/trailer homes into the City that were not at least 1050 sq. ft. State Law requires that municipalities treat stick built and manufactured homes in the same way. If square footage is limited it must be limited on any residence. The Commission also discussed allowing for tiny homes in designated areas within the City. Donny made a motion to this affect but after some discussion retracted his motion.
· Donny read a letter from Chuck Hale. Chuck resigned from the Planning and Zoning Commission due to lack of time to commit to the position. Donny also resigned at the same time due to his job in town ending soon and he would be required to travel out of town for work.
· Bruce asked if he technically should be on the Commission because his residence in located in the county. However, part of the property his residence is located on is in city limits.

15 MINUTE OPEN SESSION
· Matt Skewes came back from his training on animal control and reported to Mayor Rowley about what he learned. He needs to be very careful about what he does and how the ordinances are written about animal control.
· Neil Fraser (JUB Engineers) approached the Council to introduce himself and explain some of the services JUB Engineers can offer Duchesne City. He has worked with JUB for 16 years. He lives in Spanish Fork, works in the Orem Office, and is currently working on projects at airports in Roosevelt, UT and Wyoming. He has experience in Washington and Oregon gathering and evaluating GIS data. He understands how important a good Master Plan is in order to be considered for federal funding. Neil works with Kim Sylvester who attended the City Council Meeting on May 28th. Kim is an engineer and Neil is more on the planning side of operations. Neil gave a plug for tiny homes. He was involved in a service project where a youth group built some tiny homes that recently released inmates could have a place to live.

BOOK OF COMPLAINTS, CONCERNS & COMMENTS
There were no new complaints.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REVIEW OF OLD BUSINESS
· Mayor Rowley announced that Tribal lawyers and members are having a BBQ in Myton on July 16th. He invited any Council Members who were interested to go with him. Council Members Browning and Hamilton volunteered to go as well as Deb Herron.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A letter was sent to the Steeds outlining actions that will be taken regarding the perpetual leak in the South Duchesne water system as well as informing them of the increases in the water rates. Gayle McKeachnie is currently serving as their lawyer and he has spoken with Mayor Rowley. The water will be shut off if they don’t fix the leaks and pay the fees assessed by Duchesne City due to damages incurred by the leaks. East Duchesne is looking into buying South Duchesne Water. The Council discussed many of the problems with the water system. They also discussed the current contract South Duchesne has with the City and how out of date it is.
· Central Utah Water is having a meeting tomorrow. Attendees will tour the sky crane and siphon up Rock Creek. Lunch will be served in the Aspen Grove campground. City Council members are invited to attend.
· Because of the 2 positions recently vacated by Planning and Zoning Commission members, an ad will be placed in the newspaper seeking for qualified applicants.
· Council Member Peatross asked about Heber’s recent incident about banners promoting gay pride. He asked if Duchesne City has in place a policy for the banners placed on Main Street. Is this an example of using public property for private causes? The City must treat everyone with equity and fairness.


WORK SESSION
There was no work meeting scheduled.

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no executive session called.

MOTION to adjourn by Council Member Hamilton, seconded by Council Member Peatross at 8:45 pm.

Council Member Browning – Aye
Council Member Hamilton – Aye
Council Member Mecham – Aye
Council Member Peatross – Aye

Motion carried by unanimous vote.






                                                                  _____________________________________
                                                                  Rodney Rowley, Mayor

______________________
Kim Riggle, City Recorder	
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