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1655 East 3300 South
Salt Lake City, Utah  84106
		2nd Floor Board Room

Date:  May 23, 2019
4:30 p.m.  -  General Session

Attending:   
Jared Allebest (Vice Chair) Voting Member
Sundie Goulding, Non-Voting Member
Karen Harrop, (Chair) Voting Member 
Vickie Hathaway, Voting Member
Sterling Hilton, Voting Member
Melanie Hooten, Voting Member
Philippe Montalette, Voting Member (by zoom)

Also Attending: 

Joel Coleman, USDB Superintendent
Carl Empey, Finance Manager
Carolyn Lasater, USB Associate Superintendent
Michelle Tanner, USD Associate Superintendent
Tamara Flint, Executive Assistant

Interpreters:
	
		Andrea Rathbun
		Michelle Draper
	
Others:
		Kate Borg, Blind Campus Director
		Karen Borg, Blind PIP Director
Pam Christensen, USDBEA Vice-Chair
Curt Radford, USU Professor
Roberta Dunlap, PIP Consultant
Sarah Erb, USDB Parent
Maeve Erb, USDB Student
				
1.	Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance

Ms. Harrop welcomed everyone in attendance to the May 23, 2019 Advisory Council meeting.  Mr. Hilton led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

2.	Public Comments

Ms. Kate Borg – Ms. Borg would like to thank the Advisory Council on be-half of the students in our STEP program.  The Advisory Council reallocated some funds for them to be able to go to the Rockin’ R Ranch.  The students made a thank you card that included pictures of their various adventures.  Each student prepared a personal thank you note in writing and in braille.  
Sarah Erb – Ms. Erb addressed the Council because she has concerns that there does not seem like there are good assessment tools for behavioral health.  She wondered if our USDB psychologists are trained to assess Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  Ms. Lasater agreed that it is a concern, but noted that there are some adaptions within Woodcock Johnson.

ACTION ITEMS
3.	Consent Calendar

Ms. Harrop asked Council members if they had any questions or concerns with the consent calendar.  There were no questions or concerns. Mr. Montalette moved to accept the Advisory Council minutes for April 25, 2019, the Vacancy Report for April FY 19 and the Donated Accounts Summary for April FY 19.  Ms. Hathaway seconded.  Motion carried.  

Ms. Harrop would like to throw out a thought to Advisory Council members.  There is so much value seeing the students and their family members.  She would like to have a student of the month once school begins again to come and present them with recognition of any and all outstanding achievements in their lives for various things. Ms. Harrop asked for any feedback from members.  Mr. Montalette thinks this is a great idea.  It will help us feel more invested in their futures.  Mr. Hilton loved the idea and would also like to include outreach students.

Mr. Montalette moved to accept having a student of the month to come and present to the Advisory Council on their achievements. Mr. Allebest seconded. Motion carried.  We will start this September and rotate between programs.  Their teacher or whoever nominated them will come and introduce them and their family members if they are also able to attend.  

INFORMATION ITEMS

4.	International Study – Peru Presentation

Ms. Tanner introduced the students present at the May 23, 2019 Advisory Council meeting to present on their international trip to Peru. She shared that they are such a wonderful group of kids and is excited for them to share their experiences in Peru with the Advisory Council.  The students’ names are as follows:

Pablo
Nathan
Rachel
Brittney
Ari
Bella

The students shared information about the Peru economy and Peru currency.  They noted that our prices are pretty set in the US and that they are not in the US.  We use dollars and they use Sol.  One Sol is equal to 30 cents.  Negotiating was welcome.  Their living conditions are not as fancy as United States.  We noticed that it was very dirty, but also very charming in other ways.  
	
Bella was not feeling well and had to be hospitalized.  She had to be placed on oxygen because her level was very low. She noticed that the hospital food was not very good, the nurses do not use gloves and they did not speak English.  

The flight was very long.  Once we were there we took a bus to the hotel.  We then took a flight to Cusco.  Once there we used taxis to get around.  There was a lot of traffic and honking.  
	
We visited Huaca Pucllana next.  We saw a beautiful temple.  Their buildings were made out of clay.  They have woman goddesses and preachers.  It was very interesting to learn about their history and how they continue with their traditions today. 

We also visited Cusco.  It was a very big city with beautiful buildings of many different sizes.  They had old ancient buildings and are very interested in preserving their heritage and traditions.  There were no neon or flashing signs.  They had lots of shops with homemade items. 

Although we were not able to understand their language, the students there were very interested in us as we were with them.  Their ASL signs were different then what we know and have learned.  When we went to Peruvian restaurants where the food was very fascinating.  We had guinea pig pizza.   

Next, we visited the floating reed islands on Lake Titicaca and were able to learn about the lifestyle of the people who lived there. They used the reeds from the lake for everything including their houses, boards and even food.  The people on the island make beautiful tapestry and all of their own clothing. If they do not like their neighbors, they place a barrier between them

Next, we visited Machu Picchu.  We went on a hike and met a deaf woman that sold homemade items that she made.  She has lived in Peru her whole life.  There are a lot of ruins and it as interesting to see their history and learn about their home life.  

Lastly we visited Isla de Taquile.  This island is only three miles long and one mile wide and has a population of approximately 2,500.  They grow their own food and it is not ran by the government.  The men where a hat that when flipped a certain way means they are single.

The students thanked the Advisory Council for providing this wonderful opportunity.

Ms. Harrop asked each student what lessons they learned from this experience.  Some of the comments included:

· They loved how the people cherished their religion and that they had woman goddesses.  The woman were independent and they really don’t need help from the men to survive.  They also had no government so there is no pressure to change their traditions.
· We are lucky to have laws in the United States to protect us.  They do not have laws to protect deaf individuals.  We are able to control our future and we can achieve anything we set our mind to.  It would be more difficult in a place like Peru.
· The people of Peru seem to be happy with what they have even though it is much less than we have in the states.  It was a great lesson to learn that you do not need everything to be happy in life.  They are happy providing for their families.

Ms. Harrop thanked each student for sharing their experiences in Peru.  She is happy that the Advisory Council had a part in supporting this experience which she hopes has given them confidence to know that you can achieve anything you set your mind to.  A special thank you to their teacher Kristi Tolman who helped them prepare for this trip.

5.	Budget

Mr. Empey notified the Council that year to date expenditures are $30,266,106 as of April 30, 2019.  All areas covered in the Financial Report are operationally capable, with a remaining budget balance of $9,104,060. Individual unit budgets are coming in on track.  Purchases for FY19 were completed by May 15, 2019 and all items must be received by June 30, 2019.  USDB served a total of 1,516 students in all of our programs.

Mr. Empey asked the Council if there were any additional questions or concerns regarding the Financial Report.  There were no questions or concerns regarding the operational expenditures from Council members.

Mr. Empey reviewed the status of Enrichment Funds as of April 30, 2019. USDB has spent approximately $755,818 of its annual $1,452,929 FY19 Enrichment Funds budget.  USDB has collected $672,613 of the estimated $866,053 in revenue from state trust land funds.

Mr. Empey asked the Council if there were any questions or concerns regarding the Enrichment Funds.  There were no questions or concerns regarding the operational expenditures from Council members.

Mr. Empey provided an update on USDB Donated funds.  The balance as of April 30, 2019 is $1,174,587.97. 

Mr. Empey asked the Council if there were any questions or concerns regarding the Donated funds.  There were no additional questions or concerns regarding the USDB Donated funds from Council members.

6.	Review Canvas Online ASL Classes

Ms. Tanner noted that Mr. Montalette had asked a couple of months ago to have more information on the progress of our online classes.  Mr. Curt Radford has been helping coordinate the online classes and Ms. Roberta Dunlap has been helping the parents and families to learn ASL.

Mr. Radford is very impressed with the Canvas program.  It allows for great collaboration and relates to accountability.  It allows us a database to collect information that is accessible to students and parents 24/7, which provides more options for parents, the education team and students.  Canvas can also be used when parents decide to homeschool their child. 

Mr. Radford showed Council members online classes available on Canvas.  There are also videos in ASL for each unit.  Ms. Dunlap introduced herself.  She is a PIP Parent Advisor and also an ASL specialist.  She noted that about 20 families have already signed up. We have 4 levels online and have begun to create level 5.  Each level is an 8 week course.  Ms. Tanner wondered if it would be possible to collaborate with Go React.  Ms. Dunlap noted that it is something that they will be working on.  There are language and cultural lessons.  The primary focus is on terminology of the ski high program and what our deaf mentors are needing.  Our current deaf mentor coordinators are going through a training to be certified.  It is a work in progress.

Ms. Harrop wondered if there was an opportunity for high schools students to be able to access these courses.  Ms. Tanner noted that it is the goal.  We are hoping to have math and history classes available online to receive a credit from us that could be transferred to their school by fall.

Mr. Allebest wondered if other schools have expressed an interest in this.  We are still developing it and hope that all deaf students across the state and beyond will be able to take these courses and receive credit.  Mr. Radford is hopeful that that kids who receive transition services can learn financial literacy, how to prepare a resume and how to fill out application.   

Mr. Montalette asked if the FY20 Enrichment funds will be used for Roberta Dunlap.  Ms. Tanner noted that Mr. Radford will be providing the support for our teachers.  Curt will increase his time to make this happen.  Mr. Montalette thanked Ms. Tanner for the clarification.


7.	Superintendency Items

Canada Study abroad trip – Superintendent Coleman noted that Superintendent Lasater and her team along with students will be embarking to Canada this Saturday.  Ms. Lasater shared that they have had a zoom meeting with the Blind School in Canada.  She is excited for the trip and is looking forward to reporting back during the June 27, 2019 meeting.

Lighthouse for the Blind, Inc. – Superintendent Coleman has been invited by Darin Brush to travel with him to Seattle to visit Lighthouse for the Blind, Inc. to learn about their CNC program.  It is in an effort to develop relationships with some technical colleges.

Springville Campus – We are moving forward with construction and have begun picking out specific furniture and colors for the new school.  We are excited and anticipate the finish date mid to late December.

9.	Future Agenda Items
	Canada Study Abroad presentation
	
10.	Other

Ms. Harrop thanked Council members for taking the time to be present at the May 30, 2019 meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for June 27, 2019.

Mr. Allebest moved to go into Executive Session to review Advisory council applications.  Mr. Hilton seconded.  Motion carried.

Mr. Allebest moved to move out of Executive Session.  Mr. Hilton seconded.  Motion carried.

Ms. Harrop adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m.
		

	Tamara Flint, Executive Assistant
	Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind




