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RTEC CHAIR-TOM HIRSCHI RTAC CHAIR-ARTHUR LEBARON  PLANNING MIANAGER-CURT HUTCHINGS

MINUTES

Rural Transportation Executive Council (RTEC)
Toquerville City Hall
212 N Toquer Blvd, Toquerville, UT

Thursday, February 23, 2012 at 1:30 pm

RTEC MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: REPRESENTING:
Mr. Arthur LeBaron, representative for Hurricane City, RTAC
Mayor Tom Hirschi

Mr. Derek Imlay, representative for LaVerkin, city
Mayor Karl Wilson
Commissioner Jim Eardley Washington County
Director Nathan Lee UDQT, Region 4
RTEC MEMBERS ABSENT: REPRESENTING:
Mayor Tom Hirschi Hurricane City
Mayor Karl Wilson LaVerkin City
Mayor Darrin LeFevre Toquerville City
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: REPRESENTING:
Ms. Anita Lowe The Lowe Family
Mr. Aron Baker Horrocks Engineers
Ms. Doni Pack Five County Assoc. of Governments
Mr. Myron Lee Five County Assoc. of Governments
Mr. Curt Hutchings Five County Assoc. of Governments

CALL TO ORDER AND QUORUM DECLARATION
Mr. Arthur LeBaron, Chair Pro Temp, welcomed all in attendance. There was a quorum
present.

Il APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 10, 2011

A motion was made by Commissioner James Eardley,
seconded by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, to approve the
Minutes of the November 10, 2011 joint meeting of the
Rural Transportation Executive Council
and the Rural Transportation Advisory Committee.
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Il. APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS

A motion was made by Commissioner James Eardley,
seconded by Mr. Arthur LeBaron, to retain Mayor Tom Hirschi
as Chair, and Mayor Karl Wilson as Co-Chair of the
Rural Transportation Executive Council in accordance
to the Bylaws of the Eastern Washington County
Rural Planning Organization

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

V. ACCESS MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTS
A. Ms. Pack explained that according to the Five County Association of Governments
(FCAOG) and Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), one of the deliverables for the first year of the Rural Planning
Organization (RPO) was to create an Access Management Agreement.

This Agreement was successfully completed. Hurricane and LaVerkin City Councils have
formally adopted this Agreement, along with the Washington County Commission.
Toquerville and Leeds need to check and see if their City/Town Councils properly
adopted the Agreement and have record of such. Ms. Pack will follow-up on this.

B. Inthe FCAOG/UDOT MOQU, one of the Year Four deliverables is for the RPO to develop
an Access Management Plan. The Plans are required by State statute as part of Senate
Bill 8. The Bill also mandated UDOT to provide jurisdictions with guidelines for creating
an Access Management Plan. Ms. Pack reviewed the guidelines with the Council.

Mr. LeBaron noted that each jurisdiction adds more detail to their Plan as development
occurs and new situations require additional specific standards to be set. The Plan,
however, establishes some basic expectations for builders and developers.

Mr. Nathan Lee stated that it is a goal of UDOT that City/County Ordinances
should at least be consistent on the general guidelines.

Ms. Pack provided all members with basic resources necessary for developing
Access Management Plans. Mr. LeBaron offered the other jurisdictions to use
information from their recently produced General Plan, which includes a specific
Access Management Plan. Ms. Pack offered assistance to anyone interested in
such.
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VI.

Ms. Pack noted that there is an additional deliverable to be completed as part of
the FCAOG/UDOT MOU, which is to use the RPO Build-out Study to project

future road use for each jurisdiction and to create a transportation plan based on
those projected usages.

In addition to the specific Access Management Plan and the Transportation
Plans, Ms. Pack reminded the Council of the annual project prioritizations
developed for recommendation to UDOT for inclusion on the upcoming
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Ms. Pack reported that
she had a conversation with Mr. Robert Dowell of Region Four UDOT, who wants
to assist the RPO to begin identifying priority safety projects. He requested that
the EWC RPO provide UDOT with the “five most likely to be prioritized by UDOT”
safety projects. Safety projects are set aside as programmatic funds, so safety
projects should be determined separately from other types of projects. He
advised Ms. Pack to contact Mr. Nathan Merrill at the Cedar City office to assist
in developing that list of five projects.

Mr. LeBaron also reminded the Council of the availability of Small Urban Funds.
He recently attended a meeting regarding use of those funds and reminded the
Council of the strong positive effect of bringing other funding sources to the
table to assist UDOT when requesting project monies.

TRANSIT UPDATE

Mr. Curt Hutchings provided an update on the current transit study being conducted by
AECOM for the Dixie Municipal Planning Organization (DMPQ). He noted that the Study is
quite inclusive, even entertaining the possible formation of a transit authority. Mr. Myron
Lee and Mr. Hutchings are willing to come to community meetings to explain in more detail
what transit options are being considered by this Study.

There was an extended general discussion regarding the many parameters involved in
extending public transit.

BICYCLE WORKGROUP

Mr. Arthur LeBaron reported on the status of the RPO Trails/Bicycle Workgroup. The group
has been meeting generally monthly. The group has accomplished a number of its goals,
but the members are dwindling in attendance. Mr. LeBaron suggested that it might be
more beneficial to continue work on trails planning, especially bicycle trails, in a more
county central forum.

Page | 3

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING OFFICE 1070 WEST 1600 SOUTH BLDG B, ST GEORGE UT 84770
FIVE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS PHONE 673-3548, FAX 673-3540



EWC

Rural Planning Organization

EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL PLANNING ORGANIZATION

RTEC CHAIR-TOM HIRSCHI RTAC CHAIR-ARTHUR LEBARON  PLANNING MIANAGER-CURT HUTCHINGS

Commissioner Jim Eardley stated that this issue was raised in a recent Council of
Governments (COG) meeting. The COG members debated the appropriateness of including
bicycle facilities as part of the planning for and purchasing of transportation corridor rights-
of-way. The Commissioner thought that the consensus of the COG meeting attendees was
that it was a worthy thing to consider planning for both bicycle and vehicle use on roads
and to apply complete streets concepts when doing road projects.

Commissioner Eardley believed they decided to assign the Washington County Planning
Commission to work with Five County (AOG) to really get a hold of this issue because it is
becoming a problem countywide. It would be smart to deal with it sooner rather than later.

Mr. Myron Lee felt most people came away from the COG meeting with an increased
interest in understanding the planning and building of streets that include bicycle facilities;
that local public works directors and engineers and planners might consider adopting the
‘complete streets’ concept.

Mayor Alan Roberts thought that the COG members were very interested in establishing
some type of travel facilities for bicyclists. He noted there was concern regarding the source
of funds to provide for bicycle facilities. Mayor Roberts out that we look at the need for
sidewalks for pedestrians without question, and that is for people walking, not driving. How
can one distinguish between the rights of pedestrians to have walking sidewalks and the
right of bicyclists to have a place to ride - how do you distinguish between appropriate
usage?

Commissioner Eardley clarified that nobody envisions jumping into major reconstruction
projects to make bicycle lanes for existing roads and highways, but as we look at the future
how will we provide for bicyclists? It might be appropriate to design roads with striped
bicycle lanes and plan for the added width when acquiring rights-of-way.

The Commissioner noted there is an existing conflict in law right now concerning bicycles on
roads. Bicyclists have the right to ride on the roads and vehicles are to give bicyclists three
feet of distance. On the other hand, it is against the law for bicyclists to obstruct traffic.

Mr. LeBaron continued his report on the RPO Bikes/Trails workgroup. The group did
complete the signage plans for the three designated bicycle routes. The cost of all the signs
is $30-540,000. A few members of the workgroup met with Kevin Lewis of the Washington
County Visitor and Convention Bureau (VCB) to discuss economic development and
marketing opportunities that the bicycle routes create. The workgroup felt strongly about
designing a symbol or icon that could be used on all Washington County trail route signs, for
all types of trails. Trails maps could be produced utilizing this icon.
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VII.

VIII.

Commissioner Eardley advised someone to stay engaged with the VCB and Kevin — also with
the County Planning Department. Mr. LeBaron reiterated the importance of branding for
marketing recreational trails in the County, and stated that soon there will be more
designated trails and routes in other parts of the County. Ms. Pack mentioned that Mr.
LeBaron has agreed to follow up on the signage for the Sand Hollow and Quail Creek Loops.
Mt. Thomas Dansie, the planner for Springdale, will do the same for the Zion Canyon Route.
She stated that the signage needs to be in place before the mandate given to the
workgroup is properly completed.

Mayor Roberts said it is important in the future to stay connected with the rest of
Washington County in trail development. Mr. LeBaron said he would like to address the
issues of increased sweeping on the designated bicycle routes and research more bicycle
friendly rumble strips.

Commissioner Eardley stated that he will follow up on these issues with the County.

OTHER/FUTURE TOPICS

A. Next meeting
The next RTEC meeting on April 26, 2012 at 1:30, in Leeds Town Hall.

ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned.
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