Emery County Historic Preservation Commission
May 28, 2019

Meeting was called to order by chairman Edward Geary.  All were welcomed.

Those present were: Ed Geary, Suzanne Anderson, Vernell Rowley, Paul Cowley and Commissioner Conover. Mervin Miles and Val &Bernice Payne asked to be excused. Visitors were, the new Director of Tourism and the Museum of the San Rafael, Adrianna Chimaras and Mary Ann Wright (Emery Church)

The minutes were read by Suzanne Anderson. Ed called for any corrections or additions. Suzanne made the suggestion to add… Corey Jensen, of the Historic Preservation Office  to see the Castle Dale Bridge,” In the minutes for the record. Ed agreed. Paul made a motion to except the minutes with the corrections and Suzanne seconded and all approved.
As follow up, Commissioner Conover did present the Des –Bee Dove sign proposal to the commission and after the meeting Ed and Captain Ekker went to see the proposed sight and located an area that will work well. We will need to get the area blue staked because of underground lines  and the county location people need to get it on their register/map. When the kiosks are ready we have all the clearances’ we need. 

Ed then welcomed Adrianna Chimaras to the meeting. After introductions were made, Adrianna began explaining the goals for the Tourism and Museum. For the first step, they will be dealing with infrastructure. Figuring out how to work alongside the BLM and other entities to create the infrastructure we would like to see in Emery County so that our tourism doesn’t turn into the “Moab Mess.” She would like to see us become an example of how to approach tourism in a more sustainable fashion.  Ed said there are certainly common interests, heritage tourism is an important thing and our mission is to try and preserve our heritage in whatever ways we can, and the tourism department was certainly helpful in getting our money problem  concerning the Des-Bee Dove sign resolved and we would like to be helpful in any way we can.  Ed continued to explain that this commission is a Certified Local Government, so that puts us I i….n a position to work on the State and Federal grant opportunities. Ed continued to explain our interest and concern in regards to the MK Tunnel, Cold War History sights .The local BLM would like to obliterate it. Legislation was passed that decreed that sights relating to the Cold War should be preserved and that they are part of our heritage and so we want to make sure we do all that we can. Val got on it and pointed out that their engineering survey was VERY incomplete.  The local BLM is ignoring it for now. 
The next item on the agenda was a discussion concerning the Castle Dale Bridge. When Steven Corneell and Corey Jensen was down, they offered to prepare  the nomination packet for Castle Dale, which was greatly appreciated. It is completed and ready for review. Any comments are need back quickly. This item will go before the State Historic Preservation Review Board meeting at which time the nomination will be considered. The meeting will be held Thursday, July 18, 2019@1:00 p.m. Ed had noticed that the measurements for the bridge were missing, so he plans to measure the bridge after this meeting. He also suggested that we get this to the Castle Dale Committee and see if they are comfortable with it and get it on the County Commission agenda for approval due to the fact that it is owned by the county. 
Ed welcomed Mary Ann Wright, who was here on behalf of Major Petty. She reported that on the project of the Emery Church, they have taken the main tower and moved it back one foot and secured it to the main building from the inside.  The 400 lb bell will not be re installed.
T he next thing will be to work on securing the boards on the main tower. After that the second phase will be an electrical upgrade. They would like to see it become a public information and tourism center. Ed mentioned that it is certainly the oldest standing public building left. 

ED informed the commission that Rays Tavern in Green River won a “Heritage Business” award and then adjourned the meeting. 

