[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION 
MEETING HELD DECEMBER 3, 2018, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN
CONFERENCE ROOM #1, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present-
Commission Chairman Greg Todd, Commissioner Ken Burdick, Commissioner Ronald Winterton, Commissioner-Elect Greg Miles, Deputy Attorney Tyler Allred, Commission Assistant BobbiJo Casper, Public Works Director Ben Henderson, Fire and Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler, and Deputy Clerk Nicole Uasilaa taking the minutes of the meeting

Consideration of Closing out Funding for the Strawberry River
Utah Division of Emergency Management employees; Jona Widesides, Lester John, and Mechelle Miller joined the meeting via telephone at 9:06 A.M…
Director Lefler asked if the reason for this meeting was to notify Duchesne County that the Utah Division of Emergency Management is ready to close out funding for the Strawberry River clean up.  Ms. Miller stated yes they would like to have a conversation about it.  Mr. Whitesides stated they would like to know how close Duchesne County is to completing the clean-up effort because they would like to close it out.  The fund only allows for response and not for long term recovery.  Director Henderson stated that Burdick Materials has completed all the work they were contracted to do.  He also complimented Burdick Materials by stating he felt they were very efficient and did a great job.  He also stated they have completed 95% of the clean-up they planned on from Timber Canyon to Camelot Resort.  Mr. Whitesides stated Burdick Materials needs to bill U.D.O.T. and then U.D.O.T. will bill the Utah Division of Emergency Management.  Mr. John stated that they just need verification from Duchesne County that the project is completed.  Director Henderson stated yes the project is completed.  Director Lefler expressed his appreciation for the funding provided by the Utah Division of Emergency Management.  He also stated that this will be an ongoing problem for the next three years or so.  He asked if we have this situation occur again will additional funding be available to assist again with cleanup efforts.  Mr. Widesides stated he appreciated everyone sitting down to have this conversation.  He asked Director Lefler to keep him updated on the burn scar and ended the call.  

Utah Division of Emergency Management employees; Mr. Widesides, Mr. John, and Ms. Miller ended the conference call.  

Director Lefler stated they had been approved by FEMA and are now just waiting for funding.  Chairman Todd asked if anyone had talked to Wasatch County.  Commissioner Winterton stated they are closing their section of damage from the Dollar Ridge fire for one year.  Director Henderson stated that they have considered opening the Duchesne County side in June after the spring thaw.  Director Lefler stated Jeremy with Wasatch County would like to have a meeting.  He also stated studies and surveys will have to be done before funding will become available.  Director Henderson stated that funding is currently set at one million dollars, but may need to be raised to two million dollars.  Director Lefler stated the funding from FEMA can’t go towards building roads, just to help protect them.  

Director Lefler excused himself at 9:23 A.M…

Public Works Department Update 
Director Henderson stated his department has been busy clearing roads due to the snow storms over the past weekend. He also stated they hope to be caught up on snow removal this sometime this week since there are no storms in this week’s forecast.   Commissioner Burdick stated he had received a complaint from a Talmage area resident about road conditions last Thursday.  Director Henderson stated he had personally attended to snow removal in that area over the weekend.  He then went on to say the Road Department currently has three trucks that are out due to repairs, but he hopes to have them back up and running sometime this week.  He also stated he feels for the most part his department has been able to keep up on snow removal.  They have been trying to be proactive and getting up to clear roads between 3:00 A.M. and 4:00 A.M. so the roads are clear for the school buses.  

Director Henderson excused himself at 9:27 A.M…

Discussion & Consideration of Renting out Equipment to Implement Control of Russian Olive Trees
Weed Department Director Rex Broadhead and Fair Grounds Maintenance Director Jerry Lisonbee joined the meeting at 9:27 A.M…
Director Lisonbee stated he has been approached by Duchesne County resident Tim Sheppard about renting a piece of equipment owned by the County to remove some Russian olive trees on his property.  Director Broadhead stated it is a large pincher that attaches to a skid steer	 that was used by former Weed Department Director Ron Johnson.  He stated the property owner has his own skid steer and is just interested in renting the attachment.  He then went on to say he feels it would be a positive thing if a property owner wants to be proactive in the removal of Russian olive trees as they are on the noxious weed list in the State of Utah. Commissioner Winterton stated that Deputy Attorney Allred would have to draw up an equipment rental agreement as we have to make sure the County is covered should anything happen.  Chairman Todd asked what the cost to replace the skid steer attachment would be.  Director Lisonbee stated he thought it would be around $5,000.00 or $6,000.000.  Commissioner Burdick thought at one time the State of Utah was paying property owners to remove Russian olive trees on their property, but wasn’t sure if they still offered that incentive.  Chairman Todd stated that the County doesn’t want to take business away from any local vendors and asked if there is anywhere local where similar equipment can be rented.  Director Lisonbee stated he was unsure if any local vendors had anything similar to the equipment Mr. Sheppard wanted to rent.  Deputy Attorney Allred stated his concern with renting out County owned equipment is if the equipment was used for a non-governmental function the County would lose governmental amenity should a lawsuit be filed because of an accident while using the equipment.  Director Broadhead likened it to renting out the weed sprayer machines to County residents.  He stated that it’s something that not only benefits the property owners but the County as well.  Deputy Attorney Allred stated that you could make the argument that it would fall under governmental function as is it something that is of benefit to the County.  Commissioner Winterton stated that Director Lisonbee and Director Broadhead to find out what the going rate on this sort of equipment rental would be and get back with Deputy Attorney Allred.  Deputy Attorney Allred also asked them to ask what their rental agreements were like.  Director Broadhead stated he has a contact in Heber City and he will ask him to email him a copy of their equipment rental agreement for review.  Chairman Todd asked both Director Broadhead and Director Lisonbee to do some more research and then report back to the Commission at a later date.           

Director Broadhead and Director Lisonbee excused themselves at 9:39 A.M…

Discussion of a Draft Letter Regarding March 2019 Oil & Gas Lease Sale
County/Community Planning Administrator Mike Hyde joined the meeting at 9:39 A.M…
Administrator Hyde stated that this is similar to a letter that Duchesne County has previously sent.  Because of protests from environmental groups the properties were deferred.  Since the deferment the BLM has done more research to see what the impact of leasing would be on the proposed parcels.  He stated they see no reason to withhold leasing and the letter is asking to move forward despite the protests from the environmental groups.  The Commissioners agreed that it was a good letter.  Commissioner Winterton motioned to approve the draft letter regarding the March 2019 oil & gas lease sale, Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion, all Commissioners voted aye, and the motion was passed.  

Administrator Hyde excused himself at 9:46 A.M…

Consideration of Appointments to the TriCounty Board of Health
Commissioner Winterton stated Assistant Casper and Commissioner-Elect Miles attended a meeting with TriCounty Health last week.  He also stated he believes the two Duchesne County representatives on the TriCounty Board of health may be nearing the end of their terms.  Assistant Casper stated that after doing some research she found they are three year terms and not four year terms and board member Terry Nelson’s term should have expired in 2017 and Keith Goodspeed’s term would expire at the end of this year.  Commissioner Winterton asked Assistant Casper to please call TriCounty Health Director Jordan Mathis and let him know the status of her findings.  Chairman Todd then asked Assistant Casper to let Mr. Nelson and Mr. Goodspeed know that they have three years instead of four year terms.   Commissioner Winterton stated he has appreciated Mr. Goodspeed’s service for Duchesne County on the TriCounty Board of Health.  Mr. Goodspeed has attended the National Health Conference twice in past years and is currently trying to organize a group to oversee water issues in western Duchesne County.   Chairman Todd asked if this would be another special service district.  Commissioner Winterton said it would be a committee under TriCounty Health.  Commissioner-Elect Miles asked what Mr. Goodspeed did for work.  Commissioner Winterton said Mr. Goodspeed is semi-retired business owner, he owns Goodspeed Irrigation.  	

Auditors Office - Vouchers –Tax Adjustments– Deferrals-Fund 41 Purchases- Public Comment
Deputy Clerk Auditor Connie Sweat joined the meeting at 9:57 A.M…
The Commission reviewed vouchers #144524 through 144593 dated December 3, 2018, in the amount of two hundred eighty five thousand, three hundred seventy six dollars and eighty eight cents ($285,376.88) as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office.  Commissioner Winterton motioned to approve the vouchers as presented, Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion, all Commissioners voted aye, and the motion was passed.  

Consideration of a Beer License for the Speedy Goat C-Store
Commissioner Winterton motioned to approve a beer license for the Speedy Goat C-Store pending approval by the Duchesne County Sheriff’s Office, Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion, all Commissioners voted aye, and the motion was passed. 

Consideration of a Business License for Ruby River, Inc.
Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the business license for Ruby River, Inc. as presented, Commissioner Winterton seconded the motion, all Commissioners voted aye, and the motion was passed. 

Deputy Clerk Auditor Sweat excused herself at 10:08 A.M…

Consideration of Ordinance No.18-367, an Ordinance Amending Duchesne County Code 1-6-1
Deputy Attorney Stephen Loos and Clerk Auditor JoAnn Evans joined the meeting at 10:10 A.M…
Deputy Attorney Loos stated that the attorney’s office had received a cleanup notice from Johnny Miller with the State of Utah. There has been an issue with people trying to discredit elected officials by making a GRAMMA request to see if the elected officials are bonded or not.  He stated they are trying to get away from personal bonds and passed a new law stating that elected officials could be covered under a group policy instead.  Clerk Auditor Evans stated that currently she and Treasurer Stephen Potter are bonded as they both receive money in their departments.  Deputy Attorney Loos stated that Mr. Miller sent him a draft notice to update the current County code L61.  There were six people under bond, but they have updated it and now there are 12 people under bond.  He would like to see only the Treasurer under bond and everyone else covered by a group policy.  Chairman Todd asked who our bond is currently through.  Clerk Auditor Evans stated it’s under Travelers Insurance with the Fred Morton Company.  After reviewing the draft Chairman Todd asked why the coverage was so high for the Sheriff.  Commissioner Winterton stated in talking with other Counties the only office that handles money is the Treasurer’s office.  Clerk Auditor Evans asked why there are so many bail bondsmen in the Sheriff’s department.  Commissioner Winterton told Clerk Auditor Evans that it’s because they need to have a bail bondsman available at all times of the day.  Deputy Attorney Loos stated that the law says it is up to the Commissioners to set the amount of coverage for each elected official.  Chairman Todd asked if Deputy Attorney Loos knew what other Counties have done with this law.  Deputy Loos stated the draft notice he received from Mr. Miller is based on what other Counties are doing.  Clerk Auditor Evans asked if the coverage was for the office and included deputies.  Deputy Attorney Loos stated he didn’t think so.  Commissioner Winterton pointed out that deputy’s act in the stead of the elected officials.  Deputy Attorney Loos stated he can do more research on the questions that were asked.  Chairman Todd thanked Deputy Attorney Loos and asked him to make an appointment to be on the agenda next week.  	

Clerk Auditor JoAnn Evans excused herself at 10:25 A.M…

Closed Meeting –
Commissioner Burdick moved to go into and out of closed session for the purpose of discussing impending litigation at 10:25 A.M., Commissioner Winterton seconded the motion, all commissioners voted aye, and the motion passed. 

Deputy Clerk Uasilaa was excused at 10:25 A.M…

Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 11:02 A.M. and Deputy Clerk Uasilaa rejoined the meeting…

Consideration to Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting
	No action was necessary.

Deputy Attorney Loos excused himself at 11:02 A.M…

Human Resources Director Melissa Yergensen & Payroll and Benefits Administrator Becky Caton join the meeting at 11:02 A.M…

Closed Meeting –
Commissioner Burdick moved to go into and out of closed session for the purpose of discussing or the purpose of discussing the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual at 11:03 A.M., Commissioner Winterton seconded the motion, all commissioners voted aye, and the motion passed. 

Deputy Clerk Uasilaa was excused at 11:03 A.M…

Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at., Assistant Casper and Deputy Clerk Uasilaa rejoined the meeting at 12:10 P.M/…

Director Yergensen and Administrator Caton excused themselves ta 12:10 P.M…

Consideration to Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting
	No action was necessary.

Consideration of Hiring Outside Counsel for Dr. Tubbs 
Deputy Attorney Allred stated he feels all the attorneys considered would do a good job in representing Dr. Tubbs and he would like to leave the decision up to the Commissioners.  Commissioner-Elect Miles stated he feels it would be cost effective to go with attorney Cortney Kochevar as her law firm is currently handling the case.  
Commissioner Winterton motioned to approve hiring attorney Cortney Kochevar to represent Dr. Tubbs, Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion, all Commissioners voted aye, and the motion was passed.  

Consideration of Minutes for Combined Commission Meeting Held & November 26, 2018
Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the minutes for Commission meeting held November 26, 2018 as corrected, Commissioner Winterton seconded the motion, 

Commission Calendaring &Weekly Update on Events

Adjourn
Chairman Todd adjourned the meeting at 12:42 P.M.	

Read and approved this 17th day of December 2018.
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Minutes of meeting prepared by Deputy Clerk Nicole Uasilaa   ___________________________________ 
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