
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, April 17, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, Andy Hill, and Michelle Smith, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, City Treasurer JoAnn Taylor, Parks/Cemetery Supt. Matt Reber, Assistant Fire Chief Brian Sorensen, and Kurt Peterson
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Councilmember Michelle Smith

Public Comment

Kurt Peterson explained he had been asking around about the Redmond airport because he was interested in renting some space.  Mayor Nay stated he would need to contact the Airport Manager, Richard Nay.  Kurt informed the Council he had been unable to get hold of Richard Nay, but would continue in his efforts.  Councilmember Donaldson noted Henry Hammond also had a plane and would like to rent some space to store his plane, and he also got a call from Walt Jenkins who is also interested in renting some space for his plane.  Kurt announced he was paying $50 per month for a rental space at the Richfield airport.   When asked about available hangar space, Mayor Nay explained he may be able to lease a space and build his own hangar, and the Airport Board would be the ones to review that application.  
Mayor Nay announced Gunnison and Salina had a $500,000 UDOT grant they would be using as seed money to try to obtain more money from the state.  They would like to use this money to get water to the airport which would help them with the improvements they had in mind such as restrooms, etc.  Mayor Nay stated they were going to make this happen one way or another.  Mayor Nay also noted there were other funding agencies they were looking at as well for this project.  Kurt reiterated the fact there was quite a bit of interest from different people to utilize that space.  Mayor Nay thanked him for coming in.
7:00-8:30 p.m. Public Hearing to Receive Public Comment to Discuss the Project Determined to be Applied for in the CDBG Small Cities Program in Program Year 2019, Safe to School Sidewalk, 500 South

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to open the public hearing to receive public comment to discuss the project determined to be Applied for in the CDBG Small Cities Program in Program Year 2019, Safe to School Sidewalk, 500 South.

7:09 p.m. Public Hearing opened

Councilmember Robert Andersen opened the second public hearing for the CDBG program.  Mayor Nay stated this hearing was called to allow all citizens to provide input concerning the project that was awarded under the 2019 Community Development Block Grant Program.  The City has amended its capital investment plan and decided to apply for funds on behalf of the Safe to School Sidewalk Project on 500 South.  Mayor Nay introduced the City Recorder, Janell Braithwaite, as the Project Manager for the Safe to School Sidewalk Project, 500 South, and she then explained that the application was successful in the regional rating and ranking Process and the Safe to School Sidewalk Project, 500 South for $250,000.  Mayor Nay explained the project to those in attendance.  
Mayor Nay stated there was an estimated budget that was presented for $588,532.  This included the Davis-Bacon wages (which increased the cost of the project by approximately $50,000-$60,000), contingency, etc.  Gunnison City would be able to do some of the work in the site preparation and demolition work, and Mayor Nay felt this could save approximately $15,000 on the project.  They were hoping to get the bid out before May 2nd and have it back before Memorial weekend.  The Engineers knew they wanted as much road as possible and the Council discussed the details of the sidewalk and road specs.  Mayor Nay noted there would not be any curb and gutter placed on the north side of 500 South, but the storm drainage was being worked out within the project.  Councilmember Smith felt the amount allocated for mobilization and asphalt cutting was too high.  Mayor Nay explained this was just an estimate, and once they got to the bid process then they would have a much better idea.  Mayor Nay reviewed the funding for the project which included:  CDBG $250,000, UDOT $200,000, and CIB 58,500 with the City picking up the balance of the cost.  Mayor Nay would call Candace at CIB to let them know where Gunnison was at on the project.  Mayor Nay reported the city had ended up cutting down a tree at Jody Allred's that Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) had trimmed for the power pole relocation project.  RMP told them they would send them a tree replacement certificate. Mayor Nay would contact RMP to verify that. The Mayor then asked for any comments, questions and concerns from the audience.  There were no audience members in attendance requesting information at this time.  Mayor Nay stated that copies of the capital investment plan are available if anyone would like a copy. 
-1-

-2-
Discuss and Proposed Approval of Fire Works Expenditure for July 4th Celebration, Brian Sorensen

Brian wanted to discuss the July 4th fireworks budget with the Council, and reported on the increased pricing of fireworks.  He thanked those that had made donations to their fireworks fund to ensure the continuance of a great quality show, but was hoping to get the approval for an increase in the fireworks budget rather than continuing to gather donations.  He greatly appreciated Satterwhite’s and their willingness to help with the costs, but he felt badly for bothering them every year for donations.

Councilmember Hill reported he had gone over the July 4th budget quite extensively with the Gary Keddington during the budget preparation talks, and reviewed some of their findings.  Mayor Nay stated Sam Satterwhite really appreciated the Fire Dept. and knew that he wanted to donate and help them out.  Brian acknowledged his awareness of Sam’s own firework show he does in Texas each year.  Councilmember Hill felt the Fire Dept. could plan on the $8,000 for the fireworks and hoped Brian would still gather donations from the Lions Club, the JayCees, and Sam Satterwhite.  Brian informed the Council if the City hired a company to do the fireworks show, they would spend $10,000 to get the same show the Fire Dept. can put on for $8,000.  
Brian reported the Fire Dept had gone up to the recent tanker fire on Hwy 28 and had also helped with the train derailment in Juab County.  He voiced his appreciation for having such great representation of the Gunnison Valley Fire Dept. in seeing such a small department pulling in to help with these situations like these with a hazmat trailer right alongside larger department such as Orem and Lehi.   He felt the trip they took to be trained for hazmat was well worth it.  Councilmember Donaldson reported on the compliment he had just heard at the Sanpete County Emergency Preparedness meeting regarding the GVFD.  
Councilmember Donaldson reported he and Supt. Reber had gone up to the Emergency Preparedness meeting at the county, and he reviewed some of the information he had received regarding possible flooding that could occur as the snow melts and comes off the mountain.  Prevention efforts that could be made were reviewed.  He noted the City had 1,700 sand bags with Brian reporting the Fire Dept. had 100 sandbags.  Councilmember Donaldson expressed the concerns of the need to purchase approximately 2,000 more sandbags to have on hand, just in case.  Supt. Reber reported on the sandbag prices he had found; the City could purchase 2,000 sandbags for $529.  Councilmember Donaldson explained the water/flooding situation depended on the weather and how quickly the water came down.  Supt. Reber felt the reservoirs would be full in no time.  It was noted there was more snow and water content in the mountains now than there was in 1983 when the valley experienced the last big flooding.  Councilmember Donaldson reminded the Council of the work that was done in 2011 on the creek to mitigate flooding by Tim Christenson’s property east of Councilmember Blane Jensen’s home around 500 South and 300 East.  The drainage around Gene Hyatt’s, 300 South 650 East, was also reviewed.  Councilmember Donaldson gave some suggestions he and Supt. Reber had discussed to help reinforce the creek and hopefully minimize or stop any flooding that could occur in that area.  Mayor Nay stated she would contact Garrick Willden with Jones & DeMille Engineering regarding this matter.  Supt. Reber mentioned the unit he had made to fill the sand bags in a quicker, more efficient way.  Councilmember Hill expressed his appreciation for the 100 sandbags he had used during the last flood that had occurred and affected the area around his house.  Supt. Reber would meet with Chief McCall, who has also been involved with the emergency planning meetings, to develop some better preparedness plans.  Councilmember Donaldson set forth the information given at the emergency preparedness meetings in that it may be four to six weeks towards the middle of May, depending on how quickly it heats up, to see what flooding could occur.  Councilmember Hill mentioned the amount of silt that had deposited under the bridge in ’83 feeling it had added to the flooding problems that occurred, and questioned if there would be a problem with that now.  Councilmember Donaldson reported that had all been cleaned out in 2011 when the City obtained a permit from the Army Corp of Engineers and had Madsen’s do the work.  Mayor Nay would like to see the City go ahead and purchase 5,000 bags in preparation for this season.  Councilmember Donaldson would continue to attend the meetings at the County and would report back.

Proposed Approval of Seasonal Part-time Employees, Supt. Reber
Supt. Reber announced he only had two people apply for the advertised seasonal job opening: Berkley Peterson and Jaime Antonio.  Supt. Reber communicated his concerns that Berkley would be gone quite a bit throughout the summer and Antonio wasn’t quite 16 years old yet.  He mentioned a couple of pool employees, Destry Nay and Levi Reber, that he may be able to utilize here and there since they were already employed by the City, and felt he could fill up the extra work needed with part-time pool employees if he needed to.  He suggested another ad be placed in the paper to see if they could get another applicant.  Supt. Reber also suggested the possibility of the Parks/Cemetery Dept. utilizing Wyatt from the Public Works Dept. for one day a week feeling this would be a great help if they could make that happen.    

Councilmember Hill made the motion to hire Berkley Peterson and Jaime Antonio as seasonal part-time employees for the Parks/Cemetery Dept.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
Discuss Flag Pole at the City park with Proposed Approval to Purchase a New One, Supt. Reber
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Supt. Reber reviewed the bids he had received to replace the flag pole that had broken at the park.  He liked the quotes from Colonial Flag since they were located in the state and they had everything that needed in stock.  Supt. Reber recommended the 50’ pole since this would allow the City to be able to maintain and fix the pole if anything were to happen.  Anything higher than that created a situation where a bucket truck, from somewhere else, would need to be used for any maintenance work.  The 50’ pole would utilize a 10’ flag.  Mayor Nay appreciated Supt. Reber’s realism about the function, but felt when she had asked the people what they wanted, a 50’ pole just wasn’t as substantial.  Mayor Nay stated it was what was seen when coming off the hill into Gunnison, and a larger pole would be more majestic.  Supt. Reber mentioned if they chose to go to an 80’ or 90' then it would be $9,000 and up, plus another $9,000 for installation plus mileage.  He could purchase a 50’ for $4,000 and install it himself.  He also explained that every 10' that was increased in height would increase the risk of damage that could happen.  He reviewed some of the damage that had occurred through the years noting the last time the pole was repaired they lost approximately 8’ off the top.  Mayor Nay felt the composite that was used to build the flag pole that broke wasn't as strong as the steel and aluminum being discussed now.  Supt. Reber reported the pole that broke, broke at the joints and was a bad design.  The flag poles from Colonial Flag came with a five-year guarantee.  The aluminum poles only go as high as 80'.  Mayor Nay had also been in touch with Colonial Flag and discussed what they had in stock.  She mentioned the steel pole would be able to fly a larger flag.  Supt. Reber reported Richfield's flagpole was made out of steel.   

The discussion ensued regarding the proposed height of a new pole with the pros and cons being listed.  Supt. Reber reiterated the nightmare it would be for him to repair a taller pole since it required help from other entities which could take quite a bit more time waiting for them to fit it into their schedules.  If it was over 55' then he wouldn’t be able to repair anything and would be at the mercy of someone else.  Brian Sorensen from the Fire Dept. immediately contacted the Ephraim Fire Chief who said they would be willing to bring their truck down anytime the City needed them.  Their ladder extended to 110'.  Councilmember Hill questioned if the height was needed because of the trees or just because of the height.  He also questioned if it was worth looking at moving the flagpole closer to the corner.  Brian stated it may be too close to the power if it was moved closer.  Supt. Reber remarked there was about eight yards of cement in the base where the flagpole was currently located.  He described the pole that was up and the construction of it.  Councilmember Hill voiced his concerns about the Council always trying to save money, and how quickly they were willing to spend $25,000 for a new flagpole.  The discussion turned to the construction of a new pole in regards to the possibility of having Lyle Young or Barclays build it.   Councilmember Andersen would like to see the Council talk to them to see if this could be built locally.  Supt. Reber announced he could order the internal parts needed from Colonial.   The funding for this expenditure was discussed.  Supt. Reber would talk with Lyle Young tomorrow to see if this was something he would be interested in building and get a quote if he was.

8:07 p.m. Brian Sorensen left.
Mayor Nay would like to see the City purchase a 75-80’ pole if possible.  Once the new quotes are obtained, Mayor Nay would email them to the Council.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to close the public hearing to receive public comment to discuss the project determined to be applied for in the CDBG Small Cities Program in program year 2019, Safe to School Sidewalk, 500 South.  Councilmember Hill seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

8:08 p.m. Public Hearing Closed.  Kurt Peterson left 

Proposed Approval CDBG 2019 Grant Opportunity for Safe to School Sidewalk, 500 South

Councilmember Smith made the motion to approve the CDBG 2019 grant opportunity for the Safe to School Sidewalk, 500 South.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
Review Conditional Use Permit Notification for Gunnison Solar, LLC with Proposed Approval of Extension

Recorder Braithwaite referred to the handout each Councilmember received regarding ReneSola, Gunnison Solar, LLC, and the ACT Solar Project.  She reviewed the timeline noted on the project and the multiple delays that had been encountered while trying to pursue this project.  Recorder Braithwaite noted it had been a very lengthy process, but they were still working through it, and were more than willing to answer any questions.  At this point in time, they were requesting an extension of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) that had been approved by the City Council about one year ago just to ensure they stayed in compliance with the City's code and stay within their CUP parameters.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve a one-year extension for the Gunnison Solar, LLC, Conditional Use Permit with the condition that an updated report on the project be brought forth to the Council in six months.  Councilmember Hill seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote. 
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Proposed Approval of Donation to the Senior Class Graduation Party
Recorder Braithwaite reported the GVHS Seniors would be hosting an after-graduation party, and they were hoping to have some money or prizes to help with the party.  She noted the City had given out pool passes since they quit holding the after-graduation party at the pool, and questioned if the Council would approve to continue that donation.  The Council agreed this would be a good thing to continue and questioned how many Mgr. Havey had done before.  Recorder Braithwaite would check with Mgr. Havey.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the donation of some pool passes and/or wibit passes to the GVHS senior class after-graduation party.  Councilmember Hill seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
Discuss and Proposed Approval of Agreement with South Sanpete School District Regarding Baseball/Softball Complex
Mayor Nay explained the CDBG grant application for the baseball/softball complex had run into a little snag, and the City had been asked to come up with a current agreement with the SSSD for the baseball/softball fields.  CDBG said they would go ahead and review it, but they don't want to give Gunnison two large grants.  Mayor Nay felt the City now had more time to take a better look at the contract, and she would like to see some changes made.  Councilmember Andersen thought the Rec. Dept. could get by with the old practice field for soccer, but the soccer fields hadn't been the problem since they were keeping them watered.
Supt. Reber was concerned about the verbiage on the contract regarding the usage of water, and noted his reasons for suggesting a fee, even if it was just a small percentage of the rate, for any culinary water used to water the fields.  Mayor Nay explained how the Rec Board worked.  Mayor Nay read the changes she would like to see in the contract with SSSD.  Mayor Nay would have the City Atty, Mandy Larsen, look at this, but basically, Councilmember Andersen felt it spelled it out pretty plainly.  Councilmember Donaldson stated they had watered it during the hottest time of the day last summer because that was when they had their irrigation water available.  Mayor Nay stated the SSSD was responsible for keeping the lawns green.  Mayor Nay reiterated the fact the SSSD owns the fields, but the City leases them through the summer.  Councilmember Andersen stated he would have a representative from the Rec Dept. to the next council meeting.
Update on Spike 150 Celebration ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay updated the Council on the progress of the Spike 150 celebration and announced the first vendor had already signed up.  She reported this was a new group of people she was working with on the committee, but it had been good so far.  The GVHS band would be holding their concert and fundraiser dinner that afternoon followed by a concert at the Casino Star Theatre that included a band with storytellers and Indian dancing.  She described the events that were planned in more detail.  Mayor Nay announced she was working on the fundraising to cover the costs.  She would have some good advertisement and try to get as many people there as she could noting it was pretty hard to do an event for only $3,500 that the Council had approved as a donation for the event.  The vendors would be charged $25 per vendor, and the tickets would only be $5 for the events.

Update on Wastewater System ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay announced there were a couple of things going on right now, and they had been working with the prison to have them put some probiotics in up there to help with the odor.  They have also been talking with them about getting some space to put the probiotics in at the source.   Mayor Nay described a four-five page letter she received from them on why they were not responsible for that smell.  This letter came from the Director of Facilities, Greg Peay, at the prison.  Mayor Nay felt the City had had a good working relationship with those at the correctional facility to this point, and didn’t want to have any problems in the future so she would like to get a meeting scheduled for those involved.  Councilmember Andersen commented how the local people at the CUCF had been so good to work with, and this would need to be worked out with Mayor Nay feeling this was something they could work through.  The Council continued to discuss the new prison that was under construction in Salt Lake and the exorbitant costs associated with it.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, April 3, 2019

Councilmember Smith made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, April 3, 2019.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments
Councilmember Hill made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.  

The Council received an electronic copy of the city’s financial statement.
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Future Items

Airport:  Councilmember Smith would like to revisit the discussion on the airport noting how many people had shown interest in renting space and/or hangars.  She would like to see some revenues coming in to help absorb some of the expenditures that both Salina and Gunnison are putting out to pay for this.  She questioned the possibility of putting some fuel tanks out there for some revenue.  Mayor Nay brought up the fact the Airport Board was looking to put some water at the airport.  Councilmember Smith did not want to put another dime into it if they weren’t willing to start making some revenues off of it so it could pay its way.  She would like to check around to see what other cities were charging.  Councilmember Andersen felt they needed to see what Salina wanted to do.  Councilmember Hill suggested that everyone who has interest in the airport get together to have a meeting and try to move forward.  Councilmember Donaldson reminded the Council of the very minimal fee of $5.00 per year for 20 years to lease a space at the airport.  The ownership of the hangars was discussed further.  Mayor Nay responded that the Airport Board could answer all of the questions the Council had.  She noted the airport had been going since 1947.  Mayor Nay explained they were looking at different legal ways to handle the growth at the airport such as creating a special service district.  Mayor Nay reviewed all of the businesses that had corporate jets that could utilize the airport should the runway be extended.  These included:  SUFCO, Freightliner, UPS, etc.  She exclaimed this expansion would create an ability for the city to grow, and questioned the Council if they were going to be prepared to grow or if they were willing to be without the infrastructure.  She stated the Council did not realize how important airports were to that growth.  Councilmember Andersen stated the Airport Board was really being very progressive on this.  Mayor Nay cited those that supported this expansion including Representative Carl Albrecht and Representative Darren Owens, and noted how much work they had done for this airport project; they would rather see something done with it than to lose it.

Councilmember Donaldson questioned Mayor Nay regarding a letter she had received from the Sevier County Planning Commission.  Mayor Nay declined to comment on the letter and stated it was being handled.  
Sewer:   Councilmember Donaldson reported he had had another conversation with Mr. Harris that had presented a class at the recent Rural Water seminar in St. George.  He had asked Mr. Harris about the BOD testing and then explained that the BOD test tells what goes in the sewer lagoons, but it doesn’t tell what went out of there.  He indicated the out should be reduced by 80%, and if it wasn't then the City better check on what had happened.  Councilmember Donaldson stated he had apologized to Justin Pickett and Hal Pickett regarding his comments at a previous council meeting alluding to the fact that all of his numbers hadn’t been accurate when he stated them, but he still questioned why there was any manure going into the ponds at all for only $16 per month.  Councilmember Donaldson felt this needed to be addressed.  He did agree with Hal Pickett in his observations that the pond had lasted 40 years, and questioned why the City was spending any money on that pond at all.  Councilmember Andersen agreed and pointed out that was the reason the pond would be dried up at this point in time and a different pond utilized.

Airport:  Councilmember Donaldson referred back to the airport and wanted to discuss the shooting range that had been put into place at the airport. Mayor Nay indicated the mounds had been put into place a long time ago in which Clyde Rosenvall had a lot to do with its inception.  Mayor Nay commented on her displeasure of the resistance she was receiving while working towards this airport expansion, and reminded the Council of all the meetings that had been held with the County Commissioners and State Legislators.  The funding road blocks they had run into along the way were discussed further.

Irrigation Water:  Councilmember Hill reviewed the water situation noting there was a lot of water, however, Supt. Childs reported after he had pressurized it there were so many people using it that the pond went down a foot.  He understood there was a lot of water this year, but he would still like to see the citizens be smart in their usage of it.  

Recreation Board:  Councilmember Hill noted he had some general concerns regarding the Rec Board, and he would like to have them come in and answer some questions.  Councilmember Andersen stated he would make this happen.
July 4th:  Councilmember Hill stated he had spoken with Gary Keddington and reviewed all of the money the City spent for the 4th of July celebration.  He would like to have a discussion regarding the future of this celebration questioning if the City should continue to do what they had been doing or if it was time to turn it over to another entity.   He acknowledged the celebration was a good thing, but would like to see a discussion on the future of it.
Culinary Wells:  Councilmember Andersen reported the Christensen Well was up and going again, and it was at no cost to the city.  Rhodes Pumps had donated the labor and gave the city a new motor.  He did note they had come back with the idea of getting some filters installed, and felt the power spikes and surges had created some of the problems they had seen at the well.  They would like the city to get some filters installed to see if that would help prolong the life of the motors.  Councilmember Andersen thanked Darrin Rhodes who had gone back to the manufacturer of the motors and had really helped the city out.  Councilmember Andersen stated they had gone over and looked at the Bartholomew Well noting it would have to be pulled sooner or later.  It was making a lot of noise, and they were worried the bearings may be going out.  It had been approximately seven or eight years since the bowls had been
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 pulled.  Mayor Nay reported the hospital had reported a problem with hard water in their new addition.  Councilmember Andersen stated he would get with Kirk in maintenance to see what was going on. 

Great Utah Shakeout:  Councilmember Donaldson reported it was the Great Utah Shakeout tomorrow.
Budgets:  Mayor Nay would like the Council to start focusing on budget preparations for the new fiscal year and research those departments they were over to see what was really necessary.  She felt the city would have enough money this year if they were to budget wisely.  
General Plan:  Mayor Nay would like input on how to proceed and move forward on the GP from here.  She would like to have a work meeting with the contractors in the area and get their perspective on what they had experienced as they came to Gunnison.  She would like to know what they felt the roadblocks had been as well as what they experienced that was good.  Mayor Nay would like to know if the Council needed to look at making some changes in the City’s Zoning Ordinances noting she felt the City was behind the mark.  This was something she felt the city had to step up to the plate and figure out while making some valuable changes as they move forward.  Councilmember Smith suggested the Planning Commission attend this meeting to help with the process.  Some different dates were discussed, but no date was set for the meeting.  Councilmember Hill commented on the houses going up in Centerfield that John Mogle and Kasey Petersen were putting in.  He felt it would be good to talk with them.  The names of several other contractors were listed as well. 

P&Z:  Mayor Nay thanked Glen Greener for the service he provided on the Planning Commission, and noted his loss would be felt.  She would like to appoint Jorgan Jensen at the next council meeting to replace Glen on the Planning Commission and brought forth the dimensions he would bring to the commission.
Closed Session

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to move into closed session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-205(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (d) strategy sessions to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form of a water right or water shares, if public discussion of the transaction would:  (i) disclose the appraisal or estimated value of the property under consideration; or (ii) prevent the public body from completing the transaction on the best possible terms.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed with a 4-0 vote.  

9:15 p.m. Closed Session.  Everyone left but the Councilmembers.
9:30 p.m. Adjourn
__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
___________________________________

Approval Date

