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The Town of Mantua Council Meeting Minutes
Held on May 2, 2019
6:30 pm at Town Hall

Council Members in attendance:  Mayor Michael Johnson, Brett Kearl, Paul Nye, Nathan Blaine, George Wouden and Jan Palmer-Recorder

Audience in attendance:  Cindy Bach, Ester Hatch, Eileen and Clark Moss, Harper and Janis Johnson

Opening Prayer:  Paul Nye

Eileen Moss – Sewer Grant: Brenda said she looked through the estimates that were given to her and it basically shows that what the landowners agreed to pay for is their own systems on their own land. Basically, if the Town applies for this grant, it would definitely be the Town of Mantua’s grant.  It would be a revenue source and we would have to budget for it and contract for the job. She also doesn’t know how this wouldn’t set a precedence for others putting in these same systems through Town. Brenda read the email from Chris Wight the Town Engineer, with his concerns with the Town pursuing funding for this project.  Eileen said as far as setting a precedence, she would have to disagree because they are on the creek and there are very few other places that have toilets that flush 25 feet from Box Elder Creek and that is the situation Steve Call has.  This grant is to keep the water clean and they will not give a grant to someone who lives out on the flat land.  Steve thinks he can apply for the grant without filling out all the information they are asking for. George said we haven’t voted it down yet he thinks there are many reason we would do it, one of them being environmentally.  It baffles him that we are stopping this even before we give them a chance to pull in maybe $50,000 for the project, without any cost or obligation to the Town.  Nathan feels there is some risk for the Town but maybe with the impact fees they will pay it might help pay for Brenda’s time working on the budget and application.  Eileen said you could set it up as a Special Improvement District it would be a lean against all the properties.  Nathan said it is still the Town’s responsibility to pay for it up front. Brett said there are other alternatives the Moss’s and Calls could look into, he gave them the name of that system. Paul is still concerned about everything we would have to put on the application and the time that will take, he still has a lot of questions. Brenda asked if Steve could help draw up a Special Improvement District since he is an attorney.  Eileen said he did say he could do that.  Eileen said there are only 3 homes down there that have agreed to do the sewer system.  Paul and Nathan were concerned about what good it will do it all of the homes don’t do it then you can’t clean up the water.  Eileen said some residents have more access to land away from the creek for septic tanks.  The Mayor would feel better about a Special Improvement District being formed.  George thinks that would only happen after we try applying for the grant and see if we can get it.  Brett pointed out we still have the original motion on the table, which is we could go ahead and apply for the grant and see what happens. It was decided to leave the first motion in place and have another discussion on June 6, 2019, when Steve Call will have time to fill in the application.  

Dennis Spiers – Annexation of Land: Dennis could not be here, but Harper explained that Dennis is still on board with trading the lot we purchased earlier from him for the lot to the south side of the hill but Harper believes, he would also like to talk to the Town about maybe annexing his land into Mantua.

Ester Hatch – 120 days campground stay:  Ester explained she lives on Main Street she rents from Randy Pulsipher.  Her parents lost their home in Heber because it had a water leak in the basement which ended up shorting the electrical and her dad is on oxygen so they couldn’t stay there.  So they have been in the Little Valley Campground for almost 120 days but their time is almost up and they will have to move. They want to follow the law, her dad is one week out of ICU, the hospital is willing to write a letter or whatever they need to do to get an exemption of some kind. Since they didn’t have the money to fix the home and the home couldn’t be sold as it was she turned the home over to an investor who will get the home ready to sell in about 8 weeks and as soon as it sells they will buy a lot here in Mantua and build a home together so she can take care of her parents.  The Council said they hate to punish someone that is being honest, it was decided to give Ester’s parents an extension to stay in the campground for another 120 days while the Council and Planning and Zoning look into pursuing a hardship clause into the Land Use Book. 

Motion to allow grace period while we go through the process to add a hardship clause to our Land Use Book, for Ester Hatch’s parents
Motion: Brett Kearl
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, Brett Kearl, Paul Nye, Nathan Blaine and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor motion passes

Recycling: Nathan said there were a couple of concerns with the Council on the recycling, one is we would basically have to force it on everyone to get our numbers, there was the concern of forcing those who can’t afford it to pay that amount and the last concern is that recycling is not sustainable.  Nathan thinks around most of the country recycling has been widely adopted, it is not something that will just go away.  The company our recyclables will go to is on 24th street in Ogden and they turn the recycled plastics into landscaping materials. The way they use it is pretty sustainable.  Brenda said she has had a lot of people ask if Mantua has recycling. There was a discussion on what can be recycled and the cons and pros of recycling.  The Mayor feels  between the state, federal and local government we impose enough regulations on the people and the last survey we did was about 50/50, he does not think that is a mandate that we should force anything more on the citizens of this Town. Whatever the Council decides let it be known the Mayor will vote against it. After different options on how to implement recycling were discussed there was a motion made.

Motion to start recycling August 1, 2019 at $5.50 per can, if a resident wants to opt out he/she can call the Town Office before August 1, 2019.
Motion: George Wouden
Second: Nathan Blaine
Yes votes: George Wouden, Nathan Blaine, Paul Nye and Brett Kearl
No votes: Mayor Michael Johnson
Motion passes

Harper Johnson – Road Budget:  Harper went over what he needed for the road budget with Paul but after last week’s meeting his budget was about $40,000 under where he needed it to be. Last winter on the old blue truck the frame was broken while pushing snow, Harper welded it together but he doesn’t know how long that weld will hold.  He would like to get a good used truck and put a salter on it for plowing and use the old blue truck for Cemetery and park work. 
He thinks he will need about $30,000 for a used truck to use for plowing. He knows that the Council balanced the budget the best they could but he doesn’t know that he can shave $40,000 off his projects, he could maybe shave off $10,000.  Harper would also like to put a water tank on the back of one of the trucks to do the gravel roads in the summer. The Mayor said one of the quandary’s of cutting Harper’s budget was most everything else, the police budget, the Town Hall personal there is no place to cut those.  We did discuss bonding for Main Street and there may be some additional taxes coming in.  Nathan said parks and fire department had their budgets cut.  Harper asked if those budgets were cut 40%.  Harper said he will get bids on the projects he needs to do and we can see if he can get the blue truck to last a year, we can proceed forward with the budget we have and we will see what we can do with what we have. Paul agrees with Harper we need to see about getting another truck, Mantua is growing and if one truck goes down and we get heavy snow, that is something you can’t get on top off. Brenda reminded the Council we still have those unassigned funds we could use. Nathan thinks that money should be kept for hard times and he feels we are not in hard times. 

Proposed Budget – Brenda:  Paul said he found out the Fire Department needs some new equipment he was wondering if there was any money left over from last year in the Fire Budget.  Brenda said the money that was left over from last year was specifically assigned for a new truck. She thinks since it was the Council who assigned those funds, she doesn’t know why they couldn’t assign those funds to something else. Paul said this equipment is something we will have to purchase to get our department qualified.  

Brenda presented to the Council the proposed Amended Budget for the year ending June 30, 2019. This budget is subject to change until it is approved and adopted by this Council following a Public Hearing.  It became necessary to amend the current year’s budget for certain reasons; the wrecked 2017 Ford Explorer by Police Chief Shane Zilles, the budget had to be changed to show the revenue sources, the insurance proceeds and the new lease to own financing source.  The entire cost of the vehicle and the payoff of the old lease are both shown in the expenditure side of the budget. The another reason for the amended budget was a budget line item needed to be added for the new Park Impact Fees we started collecting last November. Another reason for the amended budget was the Town Hall improvements with the new generator.  It was planned to pay for that generator with last year’s budget but that didn’t happen so the money needed to be brought in to this year’s budget. She budgeted $8,000 which is $1074.00 over the actual cost of the generator, she had told the Council prior that she was going to do that, in anticipation of spending a little extra money for building security. That has not been approved by the Council at this point. The B&C road funds from previous years that were not used were carried forward into this budget for Harper to use on road projects.

Brenda presented to the Council the proposed Budget for the 2019-2020 Fiscal Budget.  This is still subject to change until it is approved and adopted by this Council following a Public Hearing in June.
Harper said he talked to Rocky Mountain Power and the electricians and the cost to run the electricity over to the Bowery will be about $16,000 - $17,000.  Nathan asked if that will come out of the parks budget. Brett asked if it wouldn’t be cheaper to run generators for Little Valley Days vendors. Harper said he thought they were also thinking about lights for the Pickle Ball Courts. 

Camera for Parking Lot and Back Door: Brenda said we had talked about getting another camera to face the parking lot that could read license plates after the attempted break-in and also we need to fix the back door that was damaged.  The Council agreed to get a camera for the parking lot for the safety of the employees. 

Ordinance # 2019-05-02 Repealing Convention Elections: Jan explained to the Council she attended a meeting at the County Clerk’s Office they mentioned we should think about moving away from the Convention Process Election and go to a Municipal Election.  

Motion to approve Ordinance # 2019-05-02 repealing Ordinance #82-134 pertaining to elections for Mantua.
Motion: George Wouden
Second: Nathan Blaine
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, George Wouden, Nathan Blaine, Brett Kearl and Paul Nye
No votes: none
All in favor motion passes

Motion to contract with Box Elder County for Elections 2019
Motion: Brett Kearl
Second: George Wouden
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, Brett Kearl, George Wouden, Paul Nye and Nathan Blaine
No votes: none
All in favor motion passes

Departments: 
Planning and Zoning: Harper had Jan send the Council the proposed changes to Appendix A of the Land Use Code. We will have the Planning and Zoning Commission look at the hardship clause change before we hold our Public Hearing for the changes.
Water: The Mayor just made a deal with Ken Jones to trade 4 shares of South Field Water Shares for his 4 shares of South City water shares. It is a done deal. 
Sewer: Harper wants to apologize Nathan, he was supposed to get with him on the sewer for the Girls Home.  When they put in their sewer system, they were to be charged for 3 sewer connections year round. Their bill has been changed so many different ways before Brenda came on they are now being charged for something completely different. In the process of talking about this with Brenda, Harper asked her about the Little Valley Campgrounds.  They are only paying for one sewer connection for the campground.  They have one for the store and one for the home but only one for the campgrounds. Harper drove through there yesterday and there were 14 trailers in there. That is a big impact on our system. When the campground first started, they weren’t open year round but now the store and campground are open 12 months a year, so we need to re-evaluate that. Nathan thinks we need to update our fee schedule on sewer based on if it is a campground, cabins etc. Nathan will look into it. 
Parks and Cemetery: George said we made progress on the Pickle Ball Court, they have made a swimming pool so they will have to wait for the ground to dry to continue with that project. They moved the sand from the volleyball area to the play area.  They have a group looking at the children’s play area.  So they are making some progress.  
Celebrations: Little Valley Days committee is planning on a fundraiser selling t-shirts and other things with the intent of earning some money for the parks.  Harper said not to be a negative Nancy but they found out with the Fire Department, any money you raise in that fundraiser will go into the General Budget.  But it is a numbers game.  George thinks we can balance that, he feels it is important to keep the parks committee motivated.
George pointed out as you can see on the newsletter they are getting geared up for Little Valley Days. 

Public Comment: Harper said this comment is from him personally.  This has plagued Harper for the last couple of months. He asked George when looking at the proposal for multi-purpose court and pickle ball court, is there any reason we are not building a multi-purpose court first before a pickle ball court. Nathan asked is it cost or the enthusiasm for a pickle ball court. George thinks the way it evolved is they hoped to renovate the court that is there into a multi-purpose court, but the he existing cement is not big enough for two pickle ball courts. 

Motion to approve the minutes for the Public Hearing and Council Meeting held on April 4, 2019
Motion: Brett Kearl
Second: George Wouden
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, Brett Kearl and George Wouden
No votes: none
Abstained votes: Paul Nye and Nathan Blaine
Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting and Closed Meeting on April 18, 2019
Motion: Mayor Michael Johnson
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, Paul Nye, Nathan Blaine and George Wouden
No votes: none
Abstained votes: Brett Kearl

Motion to approve the Minutes for Work Meeting held on April 25, 2019
Motion: Nathan Blaine
Second: Brett Kearl
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, Brett Kearl, Paul Nye, Nathan Blaine and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor motion passes

Motion to pay the bills
Motion: Brett Kearl
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, Brett Kearl, Paul Nye, Nathan Blaine and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor motion passes

Motion to adjourn
Motion Paul Nye
Second: Mayor Michael Johnson
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, Brett Kearl, Paul Nye, Nathan Blaine and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor motion passes
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