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Sugar House Park Authority                                                                                October 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes


Approved Meeting Minutes

from the

Thursday, October 11, 2012
Meeting at the Sugar House Garden Center

Advertised Agenda

I. Call to Order

II. Approval of Special Event and Athletic Field Use


-- Event Requests Requiring Appearance Before Board for Approval –

Jarrod Phillips, Aquabats Supershow, Oct. 22 – 25
(no info)

-- Event Requests Not Requiring Appearance Before Board for Approval --
Carrie McAdam, Salt Lake City Track Club, Dec. 31
(SLCTrackClub5K.pdf)


III. Approval of Minutes from September 13 Meeting


IV. Park Maintenance Update/Status
George Jackson, Salt Lake County Parks


V. Discussion of Prop 1 Efforts

VI. Financial Matters


VII. President’s Report


VIII. Other Business


IX.
Adjournment
Call to Order

Mark Morris called the Sugar House Park Authority Board meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
  
Board members present were:  Mark Morris, George Sumner, Alden Breinholt, Lauren Shurman, Mark Kittrell  and Mark Danenhauer, and. 
Board members not present were:  Elizabeth MacGregor, Wayne Johnson and Joedy Lister.
County staff members present were Craig Cheney and George Jackson.
Approval of Special Event and Athletic Field Use Requests

Jarrod Phillips, Aquabats Supershow
Jarrod is the location manager for the Aquabats Supershow children’s TV series that appears on The Hub channel.   They are requesting to shoot a “summer camp” episode at the park and are primarily interested in the tree lines nearby the Hidden Grove Pavilion.  A possible second location would involve some canoes in the pond.

The filming is planned to run from Tuesday, October 23 through Thursday, October 25.  For two days they would be filming from 8 am to 8 pm and the other day from 12 noon to 12 midnight.  Equipment would include a “grip” utility truck and a 30 foot trailer.  Props would include 10x10 ft. bunk house “shells.” They want to leave some of the props overnight at the park and will provide security.
Jarrod asks about being able to park the grip truck on the grass close to where they are shooting.  The board states that there is no vehicular access to that area.  All motorized vehicles need to remain in the parking lot.
The board agrees to the request, but asks Jarrod make sure the public knows that canoes are normally not permitted on the pond and that his group has special permission to do so.  
The board also discusses fees and Mark M. asks Craig to find out how much we have charged in the past for multi-day special events.

Mark D. makes a motion to approve the three-day film shoot subject to:

payment of a $400 “other groups” special event fee for each day of filming,

waiving park closure until midnight and

using liability insurance coverage in lieu of damage deposit.
George seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 

Jarrod says he needs the board to sign a use agreement.  Jarrod will send it to us so that Mark K. and Lauren can review it before it is signed.
Carrie McAdam, Salt Lake City Track Club
The Salt Lake City Track Club is requesting to hold their annual “Beat the New Year” 5k using the park roadway.  They don’t need a pavilion.  This group has been exempted by the board from appearing before the board for approval, and has also been exempted from paying any fees.

Mark K. makes a motion to approve the Salt Lake City Track Club 5k event on December 31.
Lauren seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed. 
Park Maintenance Update/Status
George Jackson, Salt Lake County Parks
George distributes a budget cost summary through August of this year.
· Mark D. asks about the water bill.  It will balance out now that the watering season is over. 

· The building maintenance cost (2130) was above the planned amount due to re-doing the steam boiler pipes.

· Labor costs (1130 and 1160) are Noel Versteeg (, Mike Stoker and all of the seasonal caretakers. 
· This budget doesn’t show the trade-off between the flowers that are grown here for the County parks, and the trades labor and materials (electrical, carpentry, painting, fertilizing, etc.) spent here for maintaining the park. 

Mark D. asks about the timing of us passing our budget.  Are these costs being used to come up with the park’s budget?  Yes.  George says that the County will pass its budget in November for the 2013 calendar. 
Mark D. also asks about when the Garden Center’s parking lot drain is going to be repaired.  Wayne will be contacted to get an update.

George states that the contract has still not being signed-off yet and is still with the County attorneys.  Lauren says we have done all that has been asked to expedite this process toward completion. 

George brings up the issue of too many events and too many people.  Lack of available parking was the biggest problem.
· On September 22, there was the American Heart Association with over 4000 people.  There was the Girl Scouts event with 900 people.  The American Heart Association left a big mess.  George proposes that we collect a damage/cleanup deposit.  Mark K. asks if we track man hours for the clean up.
· On September 29, there were several football games plus three special events.
Alden confirms that on the 29th the City police and parking enforcement departments were called to the park.  The City ticketed only those vehicles illegally parked in handicap zones.  The City was unsure whether or not it had jurisdiction to issue parking tickets in the park.  Mark D. asks:  if “no parking” zones were marked in the park, would the City issue tickets?
Alden says that if the City is to enforce parking then he will have Parking Enforcement assess what is needed and make some recommendations.  It would require signage to enforce.  Lauren says that it is especially needed east of the soccer field.  Mark D. talks about the trade-offs of painting the curb red.

Mark M. asks Craig if we can get Highland High’s football schedule.  Alden asks if the number of people estimate is accurate.  George says that the football games attract a lot of family members.  Mark D. says we need to enforce our “one event” policy.
Approval of Minutes from the September 13 Meeting Minutes
Mark M. asks for any comments or corrections needed.  
Lauren says that on page 4 it notes that she left the meeting, but then below in a following agenda topic, she had made a statement.  This needs to be clarified. 
George makes a motion to approve the September 13 meeting minutes.

Mark D. seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  5 in favor, none opposed, Mark K. abstains.

Discussion of Prop 1 Efforts
Mark M. brought a large stack of lawn signs and brochures which advocate the passage of Proposition 1, the Parks Bond, on the November 6 ballot.  He invites each board member to take about 5 of them to post on their own property.  Also, SHPA donated $1,500 to PRATT, which paid for signs including the large banner on the fence along 1300 East.  The County is holding open houses throughout the valley.
Mark M. brings up the legality of the lawn signs in the park which advocate for Prop 1.  An individual had e-mailed Craig about this and it was forwarded on to Mark M., Lauren and Mark K.  Mark K. states that this individual is referring to an ordinance about campaign signs on publically owned property.  The question becomes then:  is Sugar House Park a publically owned park?  Mark K. could not find anything conclusive to answer this.  Furthermore, the ordinance would also have forbidden any signs in the park.  Lauren found the deed and the park is owned by SHPA and holds it in trust for the public.  SHPA is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation.  Mark M. says that non-profits can legally advocate for public policy, such as the Parks Bond.  Non-profits cannot advocate for political causes.  Mark D. says it sounds like we are on sound legal footing to have these signs in the park, but maybe it would be better public policy to not appear that SHPA is violating an ordinance.
The large banner on the fence will be left up since it is in more of a neutral zone. 
Financial Matters

Mark M. reviews the statements summary since Elizabeth is out of town.

Mark M. asks if the invoice letter from Elizabeth made it to Salt Lake City.  Alden says he hasn’t seen it.  Craig will follow up on it.
Mark D. makes a motion to approve the September financial statements.
Alden seconds the motion.

Motion passes by show of hands:  6 in favor, none opposed.
President’s Report
Mark M. reports:

· George and Joedy received their board member certificates from the City.

· Tree Utah did a tree planting this Tuesday.

· There is no update on the status of the berm.
· We have had no contact with the Save the Trees group.  Walt Gilmore, County Parks Planning, was going to update them about planting trees earlier along the trail.

Other Business
Mark D. talks about the timeline of our budget.  What is required?  We have always given it to Wayne passed and Lex also gave it to someone else in the County.  Are we overdue?  We usually pass our budget in September.
A 2-year budget is sent to the City in January.

George suggests we use the second half of the 2-year budget for our 2012 budget.  Alden confirms that the City does begin its budget in January for its fiscal year starting in July.  Also, the City Auditors also require a copy of SHPA’s audited financial report.
Mark D. distributes and reviews summaries of capital improvement projects.  One project summary is to be funded by CIP money, the other with SHPA money.   These were put together when the original Park Bond was put together.  The projects funded by SHPA money were documented in the 2008 master plan.  Mark D. asks about the Garden Center building parking lot drain status.

George comments on the problems with pond aeration systems.  Sediment is a big problem.  It would cost $1,000,000 to dredge the pond.  Are we still draining the pond as a temporary solution.
Mark D. also comments about the one drinking fountain that was replaced and the difficulties of removing the old one.  This explains why more fountains haven’t been replaced.

Mark D. adds that we have spent none of the allocated 2012 $50,000 on improvement projects.  So, assuming we add another $50,000 to the 2013 budget, we’ll have $100,000 for projects next year.  We should look at our projects list.  Should we replenish the capital improvements account if it gets used for the new restroom funding?

Lauren asks about the CIP funding requests for the new restroom.  Alden says we’ll know in about 2 weeks whether we got approved.  We don’t know what the status of the County request is.  Also, new CIP applications for the next fiscal year are coming up.

Because Mark D.’s term expires in February, we should hold interviews at the February meeting.  The January meeting is probably too hectic.
Lauren asks if any other sources of raising money are being pursued?
· Mark D. states that Steve Wyatt was the primary fundraiser (having been familiar with, for example, writing grants.)
· The original Park Bond was going to fund all of these projects.

· Joedy gave a proposal for raising money at last month’s meeting.
Lauren would like all of the SHPA documents posted on Google Docs.
Adjournment
Mark D. makes a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Time is 7:55 pm.
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