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STATE OF UTAH

COUNTY OF SEVIER

TOWN OF ANNABELLA

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

April 11, 2019
Minutes for the Public Hearing and Town Council Meeting held Thursday, April 11, 2019 beginning 6:00 p.m. at the Annabella Community Center, located at 295 East 300 North, Annabella, Utah.  Mayor Brent Christensen conducting.

PUBLIC HEARING                            RURAL DEVELOPMENT-CULINARY WATER IMPROVEMENTS APPLICATION

1. ROLL CALL 
2. OPENING REMARKS

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. APPOINTMENT/SHARA BASTIAN, SIX COUNTY CERT
5. JULI BROWN/WEED SPRAYING

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

7. APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER

8. DEPARTMENT BUSINESS

9. ADJOURN

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00 P.M.

Lou Brown

Juli Brown

Larry Helquist

John Chartier

Doug Wood

Jacob Olsen (Jones & DeMille)

Mayor Christensen opened the Public Hearing at 6:03 p.m.  He explained that the purpose of the Public Hearing was to discuss an application to Rural Development for funding of culinary water improvements.  He explained that the cost of the project is estimated to be $500,400 and asked Jacob Olsen of Jones & DeMille Engineering to explain project in more detail.  Mr. Olsen explained that the scope of the project includes increasing the capacity of the wells, improving reliability of the pump house and improving fire flow protection.  Dusty Wilkinson added that the culinary water system is not able to produce the water flow data the state is requiring; this project would allow Annabella Town to meet those requirements.  Mr. Olsen reported that he has been working with Pam Snedeger at Rural Development and she estimates that Annabella will be able to qualify for 10-20% grant on this project.  It was noted that the if the application is approved and the Town Council does not feel comfortable with the rate increase needed for the loan, Annabella Town would not be obligated to accept the funding.  
Mayor Christensen then asked if there were any questions regarding the application or the project.

Councilmember Dunn asked about a timeline for the project.  Mr. Olsen replied that it could be finished before January 2020.  
John Chartier asked if the project would include full SCATA.  Mr. Olsen replied that it would.  He added that it would digitally track the peak-day demand at the source, track water, monitor tank levels, etc.  Mr. Chartier stated that he feels it is a very needed project and he supports it.
No other comments were received.

The public hearing closed at 6:24 p.m.

Note: The week following the public hearing, the project scope was increased to include auto-read residential meters.  Reasons include: replacing aged meters, increase efficiency of town employees, improve metering and billing accuracy, address new State water metering and reporting requirements.  Total funding offered from Rural Development is $820,000 ($527,000 loan/ 250,000 grant/$43,000 applicant contribution). Another public hearing will be held to discuss potential user rate adjustments.

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING    6:25 P.M

1.
ROLL CALL.  Roll call was answered by Mayor Christensen.  In attendance were Councilmembers Hayven Dunn, Jill Anderson, Ken Blackburn and Kelvin Johns. Tina Mitchell, Clerk, and Dusty Wilkinson, Maintenance Supervisor, were also in attendance.  

2.
OPENING REMARKS.  Councilmember Johns offered a prayer.

3.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Mayor Christensen led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
4.
APPOINTMENT/SHARA BASTIAN, SIX COUNTY CERT.  Ms. Bastian rescheduled to May’s Town Council meeting.
5.
APPOINTMENT/JULI BROWN WEED SPRAYING.  Juli Brown was in attendance to discuss alternative options for chemical weed spraying.  She noted that she had stopped by the office to get information on the spray the Town uses (Diuron) and commends the Town for using a generic, budget friendly option.  She then presented information on cases where weed spray has been harmful and resulted in legal action directed to the manufacturer.  Dusty Wilkinson noted that the spray he currently uses is a pre-emergent, which sterilizes the ground and greatly reduces the need for chemical weed spray.  The Town Council then thanked Mrs. Brown for her time and the information she presented.
6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  The minutes from the March Town

Council meeting were presented for approval. Councilmember Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes.  Councilmember Johns seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
7.
APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER.  The warrant register was presented for approval. Councilmember Dunn made a motion to approve the warrant register as presented.  Councilmember Blackburn seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
8.  DEPARTMENT BUSINESS.  Councilmember Anderson noted that she would like to purchase some new equipment for the exercise room.  Equipment mentioned includes commercial grade ellipticals and a Bowflex.  She also noted that she would like to purchase a cart for the volleyball equipment that is stored in the table/chair room.  Tina Mitchell explained that although the equipment is budgeted for, the purchasing policy requires purchases over $399 to get Town Council approval.  She added that the policy has been in place for nearly twenty years and could use an update.  Councilmember Ken Blackburn made a motion to approve the purchase of the exercise equipment and cart for the volleyball equipment.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Johns and the motion passed unanimously.
Dusty Wilkinson noted that Hawley Rock Products has donated sand to residents who could use it for their sandbags.  He added that the wood chips at the playground need to be replaced.  Tina Mitchell was asked to advertise the free sand in the newsletter.  
The Town Council discussed the small parcel of property designated for the Valerie Dunn memorial and Welcome to Annabella sign (west side of Annabella). Dusty Wilkinson explained that Sevier County Road Department is considering straightening the road over the canal, which could entail placing a road through the park.  He also noted that the property may belong to Sevier County and not Annabella.  Doug Wood, resident, mentioned that he remembered when the memorial was placed, but did not remember the details of how the property was acquired.  The Town Council agreed to wait until Sevier County contacts them regarding their proposal before making any preliminary decisions regarding the property. Tina Mitchell noted that she will see if she can find details regarding how the property was originally attained by Annabella.
Mayor Christensen explained that as Annabella has grown during the past twenty years, so has the everyday workload at the office.  He added that he thinks the increased workload from the growth, along with the steady use and rentals of the Community Center, justifies increasing the position of Town Clerk/Treasurer from a part-time to a full-time position.  He added that he has checked around and that neighboring communities have full-time positions or separate positions for Clerks and Treasurers.  He added that he has talked with Tina Mitchell and she is willing to work full time as Clerk/Treasurer; the proposed hours would be Monday-Friday from 7:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. (with a ½ hour lunch).  Mayor Christensen noted that the full-time position would include the salary adjustment proportionate to the increase in hours, along with the benefits and leave time offered for a full-time position in Annabella.
Mayor Christensen then asked for the Town Council’s opinion or input on the issue.  The Town Council members agreed with Mayor Christensen.
Councilmember Dunn made a motion that the Town Clerk/Treasurer position be made full time beginning April 15th.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Anderson and the motion carried unanimously.
9.
ADJOURN.  At 6:50 p.m. Councilmember Blackburn made a motion that the meeting adjourn.  Councilmember Anderson seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the Town Council meeting held Thursday, April 11, 2019 were approved this 9th day of May, 2019.

_______________________                        _____________________

Brent Christensen,  Mayor



 Tina Mitchell, Town Clerk

