Hatch Town Board Meeting

March 20, 2019

Town Board Present:    Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Jim Kabonic, Chad Justus, Russ Riggs & 

Tony Dinges
Staff Present:  Jacie Torgersen, Dave Barnhurst & Kerri Justus

Public Present:  Kaden Figgins, Zina Chavers, Bob Entis, Raquel & Guy Thompson, Bob & Tammi Newsted.  Cassie Mack came at 8:15pm.
1. Meeting Called to Order


Mayor Eldredge welcomed everyone to the meeting and Councilor Kabonic opened with a prayer and Mayor Eldredge led those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of February 27, 2019 Minutes


Councilor Justus motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review February Invoices, checks & financial report
Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve the February expenditures and Councilor Dinges 2nd the motion, the vote was unaninmous.
4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Enterprise Zone – Kaden Figgins
Kaden Figgins is the new Planner & Economic Director for Garfield County.  He wanted to congratulate Hatch for having their Enterprise Zone current and up to date.  There are only two communities in the county that have it done.  The enterprise zone helps with grants and tax incentives for the businesses in town.  The CPA’s of the businesses need to be aware of the enterprise zone so they can help the businesses take advantage of the tax incentives.  If businesses were to qualify in 2019 with job creation, rehab of a vacant building or other incentives it would apply to their 2020 taxes.
There will be a Garfield County Tourism Day on April 2nd and 3rd in Escalante that he invited the business owners to attend.

Right now he is working on the Rural Fast Track Grant.  If the county unemployment rate is higher than the state then the county will qualify for the grant.  The town would need to prepare a resolution that we support the county in this endeavor to take advantage of this grant.  This would be to help create full time jobs in the area.
There is also a county wide housing initiative that would help with moderate income housing in the area.  There is a company called Neighbor Works Mountain Home Solutions that is working with Panguitch and Bryce City on this.  This company would build & maintain the housing and manage the property.  This would be for long term rentals.  The town would donate property to the company to make this work.  The town will need to let him know if they want to be on board with this.
Mr. Figgins is willing to help the town in writing ordinances or whatever they need him to do. He is employed full time by the county now and will be glad to help the town with what they need.

 
5.2 Jaycen Walter Letter of Credit

Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve the letter of credit for Jaycen Walter from Garkane Power.  There are have not been any late payments made on the account and it is current.  Councilor Justus seconded the motion.  The Town of Hatch will accept the letter of credit in lieu of a deposit.


5.3 Charging Station – Bob Entis
The town council told Bob Entis to move forward with his idea to have a charging station on his property by following the proper procedures.  He will need to take his plans to the planning & zoning commission to review and that commission will then make a recommendation to the town.  The town’s approval form will then need to be taken to the county for the actual building permit so they can do the inspections.


5.4 Building Permit Enforcement
Zina Chavers talked to the building inspector two weeks ago and he did not come to do the inspection.  Mayor Eldredge asked what the town could do to help move the inspection of Zina’s building along.  Councilor Kabonic asked if any inspections have been done on the property.  Zina said that the building inspector has never been in the building.  Councilor Riggs was in to the courthouse this week and Sheri Miller at the building inspector’s office said that the building at the gas station had been red tagged and they were given 14 days to comply.  Zina Chavers said the red tag was sent to the Riverside Address instead of Tony’s Outpost so there was a mix up with that.  Mayor Eldredge asked Jacie Torgersen to follow up on it and Zina Chavers should get back to the town regarding the building permit by next week.

5.5  Prairie Dog Control – agreement with county
There are three counties in the county that have a prairie dog problem:  Bryce City, Panguitch and Hatch.  The county is asking each of these communities to donate money to help with prairie dog control in their communities.  If the county does it then they can trap and locate them in specific areas without having to wait for the federal government to come in and do it.  Councilor Dinges motioned to pay $250 for prairie dog relocation to the county and Councilor Justus seconded the motion.  Councilor Riggs voted for the motion, but Councilor Kabonic was opposed to the motion.

5.6 Use of Community Center for Funeral Luncheons
There have been two funeral luncheons held in the community center for two local families in the last month.  It makes it easier to do the luncheon at the community center since the funerals are held at the LDS church.  When the luncheon is held there they have to hurry and take down the chairs after the funeral and then set up tables and chairs while they are at the cemetery and have it ready by the time that they come back.  With the luncheon being held at the community center everything can be set up and ready to go before the funeral starts.  Councilor Justus is not opposed to the luncheon’s being held here but he feels like the church or the family should pay a deposit because if there is any damage or if it is not left clean it falls back on the town.  Councilor Dinges stated that there are costs to the town for the building and he feels that the building should be paid for to use by the families.  Councilor Kabonic doesn’t feel like families who are paying for a funeral should have to pay more money to have the luncheon.  Councilor Kabonic motioned that the LDS church pay a $50 deposit for use of the community center for funerals.  Tammi Newsted said they just had her uncle’s funeral and paid $450 to use the Elk’s building for 5 hours.  Councilor Dinges says when funerals are held at a church then money is donated to the church for use of the building.  Raquel Thompson said the Relief Society of the LDS church would have to cover the cost for the luncheon or the family because the luncheon is taken care of by donation.  Councilor Riggs feels that if the funeral is for someone local who has lived in the cemetery special service district then they should be able to use it.  He talked to Russ Torgersen who cleans the building and he said it is not a big deal and won’t be a problem for him.  Dave Barnhurst said for the cemetery the fees are different for in town or out of town so the luncheon could be set up the same way.  Guy Thompson feels like a small fee wouldn’t be a big deal because at mortuaries it would be a big fee!  Jacie Torgersen said the deposit for the building is normally $100 dollars.  If the LDS church paid a deposit to the town then anyone could have the funeral luncheon here. Mayor Eldredge stated that anyone could have a funeral or luncheon here of any denomination.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to let the church have funeral luncheon’s here if they are a part of the cemetery district with a $50 deposit and Councilor Justus seconded the motion.  Councilor Riggs voted for the motion and Councilor Dinges opposed.

5.7 Report on UMCA Training
Jacie Torgersen thanked the town for letting her attend the UMCA Institute in Cedar City Utah. She would like to try and become a municipal clerk.  This process will take approximately 3 years.  She will need to be a member of the International Clerks association to be able to certify.  Councilor Riggs motioned to approve that the town provide the funding for Jacie Torgersen to become certified and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

5.8 Open & Public Meeting Training/ Conflict of Interest Forms for Town Council
Jacie Torgersen gave the council some training on Open and Public Meetings as required yearly to do so. The council all signed the Conflict of Interest Forms except for Councilor Dinges because he had to leave early.  He left at 8:30pm.


5.9 Transient Room Tax & Resort Tax Discussion
The transient room tax needs to be passed the quarter prior to when it will go in effect.  The town would like it to go in effect on January 1, 2020 so it will need to be adopted the last quarter of the year.  Councilor Justus motioned to have it go in effect on January 1st 2020 and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous. The ordinance will have to be adopted in October.  The resort tax is something that needs to be on the ballot and is a tax on everything, the town decided not to pursue it at this time.  They will just go with the transient room tax which is just on rooms and can be used in the general fund as they see fit.
6. Ordinances
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
Water usage for February 2019 was 277,000 gallons from well #5.  Well #5 has been used for the last several months because Dave Barnhurst cannot get out to well #4 to switch the water.
He went to a water conference in St. George the first part of March.  He attended a class about impact fees and there have been quite a few changes made on those.  He said it is supposed to be good for 6 years and the town did their’s in 2007 with the intent on using it for the Big Hill Subdivision which was never developed.  The attorney from David Church’s office who was doing the presentation said that impact fees are not a good idea for small towns.  It is not something to be used for revenue, it should just be used for new development.  The town has only charged one impact fee since it was adopted and that money was used for a new fire hydrant.  According to this class that was not a proper use.  If the town needs to raise connection fees then it should, but Dave Barnhurst does not think the town should be charging on impact fee.  Councilor Riggs said the fiber optics coming to town will probably raise the fees for the connection depending on which side of the road the water is being connected to.  Councilor Dinges said that if there is a problem with the fiber optics after it is blue staked then South Central would have to cover it.  Cassie Mack suggested running lines under the road right now for future development, but the council said that is not something feasible to do because  they don’t know where the future growth will be and cannot fund it at this time.

Mr. Barnhurst also attending a training in Richfield.  He received information and resources on USDA grants and issues and problems with water system.  He is requesting mileage for his trip.  Councilor Riggs motioned to approve him mileage for attending the training and Councilor Kabonic 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

When Dave Barnhurst was working on Riverside he had a hard time finding the water line.  He would like the town to invest in a metal detector.  They range anywhere from $300-$800.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve $400 for a metal detector and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
Mr. Barnhurst worked on the consumer confidence report at the water conference.  It will be ready next month along with the water use report.  There are a lot of big water tests that will be due this year.

Councilor Riggs suggested that the town look in to getting remote sensor access on a smart phone so that Dave can access the water system from his phone instead of logging in to the computer.  There was one time he was out of town when there was a problem with the system and we had to go get Ben Neilson to help us with it.  If Dave Barnhurst had remote access on his phone he could take care of things whether he was in town or not.  



7.1.a Riverside Piping/water meter
There was a major leak at Riverside this winter.  Dieter has paid the bill and the valve was fixed on his 3 inch line. Bob Newsted spent an hour last week trying to fix the broken valve that cannot be shut off on the line.  The RV park and the restaurant both share one water meter and they are now going to be owned by two separate people so there needs to be two separate meters.  There needs to be a shut off valve to the restaurant and also a shut off valve for the RV campground.  Right now the restaurant is feeding off the back side of the meter for the RV campground.  Bob Newsted has dug it up twice to try to fix it.  The town made an agreement last fall to provide the parts if they provided the labor to put in another meter but it was not done.  When the water operator, Dave Barnhurst told them they needed to pay the hook-up fee then nothing was ever done about it.  Bob Entis asked about the fire hydrant that is located down there.  The water line is a private line from Garkane Power on and it is only a 3 inch line.  If the fire hydrant was used out there it would collapse the line so it is basically not usable.  This is the property owner’s responsibility though since it is a private line. Dave Barnhurst stated that they would just need to pay the connection fee, not the impact fee since it is not new construction. The connection fee is $1100 on a ¾ inch line. Councilor Riggs feels that the meter is not deep enough to prevent it from freezing.  He thinks that the town should have it put in by a licensed contractor.  This way it would be done correctly and the town would not have to worry about freezing or breaking problems with the line.  Councilor Justus said that there is a main shut off valve at Garkane so the water can be shut off there. The council would like Dave Barnhurst to get a bid from Mark Green who is a licensed contractor and is currently working down there.  The RV park would like to have it done by April 1st because they have reservations at that time.  Once the connection fee is paid and the town has a bid for the work Mayor Eldredge will be notified and we can proceed from there.

Fire Department-
There was a fire department meeting held and Councilor Kabonic was the only member in attendance with Russ Torgersen.  The fire department did respond to a semi fire on highway 20, Councilor Justus took the truck out.


7.3 Road Department- 


7.3.a Road Repair on 100 N 100 E
There are several places that need to be repaired after the snow this winter.  The corner by Dave Barnhurst’s is one of the worst places with a big pot hole, the corner next to Jim Kabonics, 300 N and 100 W all need to have some holes filled.  The town will need to see if they can connect with the county to get some hot patch and road base to fix them.  There is a UDOT meeting in Santa Clara on Friday that Councilor Riggs will attend.  There is also a meeting next week with Ensign Engineering and UDOT at the Garfield County Courthouse that he will be attending.

7.4 Parks & Recreation-



7.4.a Easter Egg Hunt
The Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 20th at 10am.  Councilor Kabonic and Mayor Eldredge will get the candy for it.  The council will meet on the 17th before the meeting to fill the eggs.

7.5 Grants-
The CIB meeting will be on March 26th.


7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
The town would like to keep the same members on the planning & zoning just with staggering one and two year terms.  Jacie Torgersen will get the appointments sent out to the planning & zoning commission. 


7.6.a  Planning & Zoning Development Standards
8. Unfinished Business
Councilor Riggs asked about the development standards and subdivision standards in March 2018 because he was considering a subdivision.  He would like to know when this might be addressed.  There were some conflicting ordinances that need to be resolved.  He would be willing to help in the process if needed.  Mayor Eldredge will contact Kurt Sawyer who is the planning & zoning chairman to see if they can discuss it.

9. New Business

10. Adjournment
Councilor Riggs motioned to adjourn and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

