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Those in Attendance:  Jone Sun, Logan Cox, Ashlee Devereaux, AnnMarie Thurgood, Jennifer Thornley, Michele Strong, Emily Ashby, Melanie Miller.
Mrs. Sun noted that last year it was required that all community council meetings by recorded, but the rules have since been changed and only a hard copy is required.
Mrs. Sun noted that Mrs. Miller is no longer a member of the community council but has agreed to attend this meeting to help go over the rules and regulations and help in any way that she can to answer questions.  It was noted that in an upcoming meeting the Community Council will review a video that outlines what the Community Council’s responsibilities entail.
Mrs. Miller noted that rules say that there must be at least one more parent that employee.  In the past the council had three parents and two teachers, last year an additional two parents were added.  This year the school received a total of 5 nominations. An informal vote was held and all nominees were invited to participate in the Community Council. Robert Kemeny, Michele Strong, and Derek Williams will continue to serve and Tiffany Trimming, Jennifer Thornley, Cherry Hoffman, Emily Ashby and AnnMarie Thurgood were invited to participate.  Logan Cox and Ashlee Devereaux were asked to participate as faculty members.  
Mrs. Miller noted that the Chair is alternated every other year from Faculty to Parent representative.  Last year Julie Thompson served as a parent rep.  Logan Cox has been asked to serve as the Chair for this year and will need to be elected by the committee, alson with a Vice Chair who will be a parent rep.  It was noted that agendas for Community Counil need to be posted on the State website two weeks prior to the meeting, on the school website and at the school 48 hours before a meeting.  The Community Council is open door, but only members are allowed to vote.  Comment can be taken from anyone attending the meeting, but it is not required.  It was requested that all members provide an email address for contact purposes.
Michele Strong moved to appoint Logan Cox as Chair of the Community Council.  AnnMarie Thurgood seconded the motion and voting was unanimous in favor.  Jennifer Thornley moved to nominate and appoint AnnMarie Thurgood as Vice Chair of the Community Council. Ashlee Devereaux seconded the motion and voting was unanimous in favor.
Mr. Cox asked what the norm is for holding meetings.  Mrs. Miller noted that the rules require a meeting at least once a quarter, but they have been held quarterly, bi-monthly, monthly on an as needed basis.

Mrs. Sun noted that the Community Council is a very important function of the school.  The money received from Trustlands is vital to its continuing success. This Council is a regulatory board to determine how the money is spent.  She reviewed how the monies were spent last year, and a proposal for amendments for this year. She noted these changes can only be made with approval from the School Board.
There was a discussion regarding how often the council would like to meet.  Mrs. Sun stated that she would like to have the council meet monthly or bi-monthly. She would also encourage working with the PTA to determine if there issues that need to be addressed and believes that the PTA is a valuable resource and would like to see more partnering with parents.  Mrs. Sun recommended meeting monthly and then noted this can been changed if voted upon by the council.
There was also some discussion on the reason for Community Council and it was noted that many parents do not understand what it is or its purpose. It was recommended that it be put more prominently on the website and maybe have the PTA relay information regarding the community council to its Board.
There was also a discussion regarding what time would be best for Community Council meeting to be held.  It was recommended that it be held after school around 5:00 or 5:30 pm.  The meetings should only be an hour or less.  
Emily Ashby moved to hold Community Council once a month at 5:00 pm.  Jennifer Thornley seconded the motion and voting was unanimous in favor.  AnnMarie Thurgood moved to hold meetings on the second Thursday of the month.  Emily Ashby seconded the motion and voting was unanimous in favor.  It was noted the next meeting will be held November 8, 2012 at 5:00 pm.
Mrs. Sun again reviewed the Trustlands proposal and noted that what has been presented is only a portion of what is involved. She will provide a more detailed report at the next meeting.  It was noted that the money is given to the school by the State and then the Principal determines where it will be used.  There was an explanation as to what some of the purchase were for.  Mrs. Sun also noted that Derek Williams worked with Skull Candy to provide 200 earbuds for the 6th grade to use with their netbooks.  With his help and additional donations these items were basically free.  She noted this is the reason it is important to work with community members they are invaluable resources for the school.
Mrs. Sun noted that she would like to have a more in depth discussion of technology at the next meeting, including a wish list for the school.  She also encouraged to think of ways to make the Community Council more public.
Mr. Cox thanked all those in attendance.  He noted that any items for the next community council meeting should be forward to him. There was no further business.
 

