
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, March 6, 2019, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:   Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, and Michelle Smith, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, and Robert Stevens with the Sanpete Messenger
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Councilmember Robert Andersen
Public Comment

There was no one in attendance requesting public comment at this time.
Discuss and Proposed Approval of July 3rd Concert Entertainment ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay stated she had spoken with Councilmember Hill before he went out of town regarding the proposed concert entertainment for the July 3rd entertainment, and he had agreed with Mayor Nay on the entertainment suggested.  Mayor Nay summarized the proposed band noting they were a Neil Diamond tribute band and their fee would be $7,300, but she figured they could get sponsors help cover the cost.  She stressed the need to get a band booked as quickly as possible before they all get booked up, and this band needed to know by the 10th.  Mayor Nay requested approval for her to sign the contract for this band.
Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the band for the July 3rd celebration, Neil Diamond tribute band, for $7,300 with the idea of getting some sponsors to help with the cost.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
Update on Spike 150 Event ~ Mayor Nay, Councilmember Smith

Mayor Nay reported the Spike 150 Committee would meet tomorrow night at 7:00 p.m. at the City Hall.  She and Councilmember Smith reviewed all of the local groups that would be involved in planning and/or participating with the event.  Councilmember Smith commented on the legacy this area had, and what a great celebration it would be.  They would report after their next meeting.
Discuss Housing Open House and Council Meeting on March 20, 2019 ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay voiced her excitement for the upcoming Housing Open House scheduled for 6:00 p.m. before the next council meeting on Wednesday, March 20, 2019.  Travis Kyhl would be in attendance representing Six County to show what programs Six County had to offer and  James Woods, with the University of Utah would also be in attendance, and will report to the Council during council meeting on the updates he has done to the city’s housing report.  Mayor Nay noted Charlene Wiles and Eric Jorgensen would be able to present the federal programs that were available for housing, and Marci Milligan would be helping out also.  Marci would help James Woods present their updated report to the Council following the open house.  Mayor Nay reviewed the setup she would like to see in the Heritage Hall to prepare for this event.  Mayor Nay invited the Council to attend.
Mayor Nay would be sending a news release to Robert for an article in the Sanpete Messenger.  Mayor Nay stated that housing was a big part of the economic development for rural Utah.  Mayor Nay would try to get on table talk at the local KMTI radio station thinking it would be helpful for people to hear more about it. Robert Stevens suggested a question and answer period be held to help answer the many questions people may have.  It was also suggested Facebook be utilized to help get the word out.

Discuss and Proposed Approval of 2nd Phase of Highway Sidewalk - $14,000 Additional Grant Given to be Used for Project During 2018 Fiscal Year ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay announced the city had received $14,000 in addition to the original $25,000 grant from UDOT to use on the sidewalk project, but it needed to be used by June 30th.  The 2nd phase of the sidewalk would cross the road on 300 North at 200 East then go all the way to the other fire hydrant (north side).  There would be two handicap accesses with a 6' sidewalk.  She reported the new sidewalk had fared well with the rain.  
Mayor Nay reported the Safe to School Sidewalk Project on 500 South was number one on the CDBG funding list so they should get $250,000 from CDBG, and noted the bulk of the project would be paid for with the fundings obtained.  This would be a great help in
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 connecting the paths throughout the city.  Supt. Reber gave his ideas for improving the BMX track for community use.
Mayor Nay requested a vote to move forward with the additional $14,000 since the first vote was just for the $25,000 grant.  The street on 300 North was discussed further.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to move forward with the 2nd phase of the sidewalk project and accept the additional $14,000 from UDOT.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
Proposed Approval of Replacement of Beacon at Airport ~ Mayor Nay
Mayor Nay stated that every so many years the beacon at the airport had broken down, and it was now to the point it couldn't be fixed anymore.  She explained Brian Jensen had fixed before, but the brushes just couldn’t be repaired.  Councilmember Donaldson noted he had discussed this with Rod Taylor who had helped repair it before and what had been done to fix it.  Mayor Nay communicated Brian Jensen’s comments that basically the cost of the parts would be more than a new beacon at this point in time.  Councilmember Andersen declared all of the housing on the beacon was rusting.  Mayor Nay remarked they have only had two beacons since 1987.  They would like to purchase the same type for the new beacon so they could utilize the spare parts off of the old one.  Mayor Nay noted Salina City had given their approval for this.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the replacement of the beacon at the airport.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
Report on Rural Water Conference and Award Received ~ Councilmember Andersen

Councilmember Andersen stated it had been a great conference.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, February 6, 2019 

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, February 6, 2019.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.

Councilmember Smith stated she would like to have someone else look at the Christensen Well as the city has had nothing but trouble with this well.  Councilmember Donaldson recounted when the well had been originally tested, it was thought to produce over 500 gpm, noting it had never produced that much.  It had been bad since the beginning.  Councilmember Smith would like to see the city pursue something with the company that supplied the first pump stating everyone had liability insurance for a reason.  Mayor Nay stated it was a problem that originated from the beginning.  Councilmember Andersen explained the first group to help repair the problems stepped up and rebuilt the pump and replaced it noting there were 4 splices in the power from Delco Western which wasn’t a good sign.  There had been continual problems with this well.  Councilmember Smith questioned if there was any type of a warranty on the new one with Mayor Nay explaining Sunrise Engineering was working on it.  Councilmember Andersen reported he had spoken with John Iverson from Sunrise Engineering a couple of times at the Rural Water conference, and John was working on the warranty issue.  
Councilmember Smith Michelle questioned if it was time to send a letter from the city’s attorney; it has been $20,000 here and $20,000 there to get this well repaired.  The motor, pump, engineering and electrical makeup of the well was discussed, and when a turbine motor was suggested, Councilmember Andersen stated turbines are really, really expensive and they were never used on a well this small.  He noted the big Bartholomew well had a turbine, but the Christensen Well only pumps about 200-220 gpm.  Councilmember Donaldson explained the Christensen Well was projected to produce much more water than it had, and the Sorensen Well site that was subsequently developed was actually “witched” to locate the best spot to develop.  Councilmember Andersen wondered if the Christensen Well was really a sandy area, and maybe some sand had gotten sucked in around it.  Councilmember Andersen also questioned if there were some electrolysis going on that could cause the motors to go out.  Councilmember Donaldson couldn’t believe the current in the ground that the machine had shown when they put the anodes out there.  Councilmember Andersen explained how the anode system worked.  The pipe they recently replaced had been epoxy coated, and when they last took it out, it looked brand new; it was amazing.  A different brand of motor had been put in to see if that would make a difference, and they had the same problem occur.
Councilmember Donaldson addressed the issue of both of the small wells being run constantly to avoid utilizing the Bartholomew Well since that water had to be run through the arsenic treatment plant, and questioned if there was a way to figure out some calculations so that the big well could be run more, giving the smaller wells a rest.  Councilmember Andersen felt it was cheaper to replace a motor than the media at the treatment facility so Supt. Childs had tried to save on the media at the treatment facility.  This will be added to the next agenda to discuss further.
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Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments
Councilmember Smith questioned the bill to Keddington and Christensen with Recorder Braithwaite explaining the bill was for two months rather than just one.
Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.
Future Items

Training:  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned she would be attending her annual Clerk’s Institute and Academy next week at Southern Utah University.
Wastewater Project:  Mayor Nay reported Garrick with Jones & DeMille Engineering would be to the March 20th council meeting at 8:00 p.m. to give an update on the project.
Cities that Care:  Councilmember Donaldson had attended a meeting put on by the State where the many problems facing society, especially kids, were detailed.  Ideas were given that seemed to show some success in other areas of how to help the kids.  They stressed the importance of getting the community involved.  He had attended along with Colleen Ogden, Chief McCall and SRO Wimmer.
Beautification:  Councilmember Smith thought there were about seven hanging flower baskets that needed to be replaced on Main Street and would be sure they were ordered.

School Fundraiser:  Councilmember Donaldson mentioned he and Nolan Squire were in charge of putting on the spaghetti dinner that the Lions Club put on annually for the band, but the school doesn't want to do it anymore.  This was scheduled for May 8th. Councilmember Andersen knows there have been some changes in the cooks, and since the new ones have taken over they don't want to do it as much.  Councilmember Donaldson brought up the idea Supt. Reber had of building a portable stage so some of these things can be hosted at the park or the Legacy Plaza.  Councilmember Donaldson gave the construction details of the proposed stage/trailer.  The big trailer Supt. Reber had found was $3,900, and Lyle Young could put that whole thing together for an additional $4,000.  If you wanted a background picture on it then you could leave the backside up.  This could be used all over the valley.  Mayor Nay would like to see the trailer built to a larger size of 36'x24' noting the 4th of July trailers were 54'x16'.  Mayor Nay felt this proposed trailer would be better than other things they could utilize.  The square footage was discussed for different size stages/trailers.  Councilmember Donaldson reported Supt. Reber thought they would have plenty of time to get this done by the 4th of July if they got on it now.  He also mentioned this would be easier on the grass, pulling it on with a truck rather than a semi that always sunk into the wet grass.  Councilmember Smith liked the idea of the city owning a stage of its own rather than having to be at someone else’s beck and call.  Mayor Nay commented the city does this celebration every year, and if Supt. Reber would get a solid cost to the Council then they could look into it further.  Councilmember Donaldson would follow up on this.

CDBG:  Mayor Nay announced the city’s 500 South sidewalk project was first on the CDBG list and the ball field improvements was third.  The process was given in more detail.  She did note the sidewalk project included getting the water over to the creek from 500 South..

Adjourn

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.

8:00 p.m. Adjourn
__________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  
___________________________________

Approval Date

