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CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

North Cache Conservation District Chairman, Terry Spackman, called the meeting to order at 10 AM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The meeting minutes from January 10, 2019 were distributed electronically and the supervisors were given a hardcopy. Terry asked for action on approving the minutes. Jed motioned to approve the minutes with a change to removing that Mike was on the phone because he was present at the January meeting. Mike seconded the motion with the change. The motion passed. 

WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

Nate gave an update on the water conference that North Cache and Blacksmith Fork have overseen in the past. The Cache Water Conservancy District will now be running the conference and have planned one in April with about 8 speakers. 

Nate is working with canal companies to help supply secondary water. He is also working with the Bear River development group on their final water report. Nate also gave an update on the new water bills coming into effect. 

NRCS UPDATE

The office is moving forward with applications. Things have not settled with the new farm bill yet. Sign-ups are continuing to be encouraged and may be able to get funding this year. There are applications that are essentially pre-approved and are just waiting for the system to obligate the money. The rules from the new farm bill just need to be inserted into the system.

WATERSHED UPDATE

The reimbursement request sent into DWQ for what the district paid on soil health video work has been submitted and approved. A check should be sent shortly to the district.

DISTRICT BUSINESS

1. ARDL
a. Shane motioned to go into closed session and Jed seconded the motion. The motion carried and the board entered into closed session by roll call. 
b. Jed motioned to adjourn the closed session and Shane seconded the motion. The motion carried.
c. Shane motioned to approve the ARDL application for Jeff Kunzler in the amount of $50,370.00. Jed seconded the motion. The motion carried.

2. Staff Changes
a. Gabe is now working out of his home. Mike was able to sit in on the resource coordinator interviews and out of the 4 people they interviewed, Tony was offered with the position. So he is no longer a planner. A planner will not be hired till July.
b. Jim Bowcutt has expressed interest in water quality putting funds towards soil health. Tony would like to bring the planners up to speed so that they are able to be technical experts on soil health. Additional funding should be looked into from private organizations instead of seeing NRCS as the only funding option. 
c. The UCC voted to cut the 4% origination fee for an ARDL application so that is no longer assessed on loans. A policy has been approved but not written quite yet to have certain water quality situations given a 0% interest rate where DWQ would pay half of the interest costs up front and ask that ARDL wave the other half. The board members want an ARDL article added to the newsletter to let producers know about these new changes.

3. Scholarship
a. The board would like to offer a $1,000 scholarship to both Green Canyon and Sky View high schools. The topic will be, “What are the advantages of cover crops in rejuvenating soil health.” Pick one scenario out of dairy, dryland, and beef grazing. There will be a better turn out if the applications are given in person to the FFA teachers. 

4. Soil Workshop
a. There were 125 attendees which was lower than previous years. Tony is waiting to hear back from Ryan at USU to see how many people viewed the online broadcast. Gabe mentioned that it seems that if the workshop is held in Tremonton, it’s mostly Box Elder county landowners attending and the one in Logan had more Cache Valley landowners attending. So location is a big enough deterrent even though it’s only a 30 minute difference. 
b. There were 65 people that turned out to the Spanish Fork workshop but weather played a factor in the low numbers.
c. There were 74 people attending the Richfield workshop.
d. Mike mentioned some improvements that could be made to the board. There are a lot of dairy farmers that would like to have aspects of the workshop more geared towards the dairymen. 

5. SERA
a. Mike attended a meeting to interview for the Resource Coordinator 
i. Terry asked for a motion on approving the extra meeting for Mike. Shane motioned to approve the extra meeting and Jed seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

FINANCIAL
1. Bills
a. Debit & Check Expenses
i. A check was made for $800 to Toby Stegman for drone work.
ii. A check of $102 was written for national dues. 
1. Terry asked for motion on approving those two checks. Shane motioned to approve the payments and Mike seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
iii. Checks were made out to the 3 workshop speakers: Cody Jensen, Colby Pace, and Braden McMurdie for $500 each for a total of $1,500.
iv. A check was made out to Rick Bieber for his speaking fee and travel costs in the amount of $2,437.
v. A check was made to the Cache Water Conservancy district for the northern Utah water conference for $250. Shane motioned to sponsor the workshop and Mike seconded the motion.
1. Terry asked for action on approving the rest of the check. Mike motioned to approve the checks and Jed seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

2. Accounts
a. Checking 
b. Money Market 
c. CD 

CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

1. Next meeting will be on March 22, 2019 at 10 AM

MOTION TO ADJOURN
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Mike to adjourn the meeting. The motion as seconded by Jed and the motion carried unanimously.
Meeting adjourned: 12:30 PM 
