The Utah Board of Water Resources meetings are regularly streamed live and are recorded so citizens can watch them later. Please use the following link to access the most recent recordings: https://goo.gl/UfyPQn
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SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTIONS


1.	Minutes from the December 6, 2018 meeting were approved.	Page 1

2.	The Board voted to authorize 44.5% of the project cost up to $1,000,000 for the
Peoa South Bench Canal & Irrigation Company, and that the project be purchased 
at 0% interest over 25 years with annual payments of approximately $40,000.	Page 2

3.	The Board voted to authorize 60.7% of the project cost up to $2,125,000, for the
	West Cache Irrigation Company, and that the project be purchased at 1% interest 
	over approximately 25 years with annual payments of $100,000.			Page 2

4.	The Board voted to board commit 85% of the project cost up to $8,985,000 to
Payson City, and that the bonded indebtedness be returned at 1% interest over 20 
years with annual payments of approximately $526,000 including reserves.	Page 3

5.	The Board voted to authorize the project for Draper Irrigation Company, and commit 66.2% of  the project cost up to $3,000,000, and that the project be purchased at 1% interest over 15 years with annual payments of approximately $216,400.		Page 3

6.	The Board voted to authorize the project for Bear River Canal Company and 
	commit 50.9% of the project cost up to $379,000, and that the project be 
	purchased at 0% interest over 10 years with annual payments of approximately 
	$37,900.	Page 4

7.	The Board voted to adopt the changes to its guidelines as recommended and 
	direct staff to update the existing administrative rules accordingly.  	Page 5




THOSE PRESENT

The Utah BOARD OF WATER RESOURCES met in regular session on Thursday, January 31, 2019 at the Department of Natural Resources, 1594 W. North Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah.  Chairman Norm Johnson presided over the 1:00 p.m. meeting.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
	Norm Johnson, Chair
Blaine Ipson, Vice-Chair
Charles Holmgren
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Jim Lemmon
	Steve Farrell
	Juliette Tennert
	Kyle Stephens
	
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:
	Eric Millis, Director
Todd Adams, Deputy Director
Joel Williams, Assistant Director
Barbara Allen, Administrative Secretary
Todd Stonely, Funding Section Manager
Tom Cox, Engineer
Marisa Egbert, Engineer
Russell Hadley, Engineer
Ben Marett, Engineer
Jaqueline Pacheco, Engineer
Shalaine DeBernardi, Contracts & Bonds Officer
Craig Miller, Hydrology & Computer Application Section Manager
Randy Staker, Finance Officer
Paul Gedge, IT Specialist
Carmen McDonald, Technician
Jim Egbert, Finance Officer
Aaron Austin, Technical Services Section Manager
Jessie Pierson, Specialist
Lacey Moore, Specialist
Marcie Larson, Outreach Manager

OTHERS PRESENT:
	
Troy Brosten, NRCS
David Lake, Peoa South Bench Canal & Irr. Co.
Brian Deeter, J-U-B Engineering
Mike Spackman, West Cache Irr. Co.
Randy Udy, West Cache Irr. Co.
Sid Munk, West Cache Irr. Co.
David Larsen West Cache Irr. Co.
Scott Archibald, Sunrise Engineering
Eric Franson, Franson Civil Engineers
Justin Atkinson, Sunrise Engineering
Joshua Palmer, Citizen
Wayne Andersen, Citizen
Albert Rodriguez, HDR, Inc.
Janell Cook, HDR, Inc.
David Gardner, Draper Irr. Co.
Kent Ware, Draper Irr. Co.
Curtis Marble, Bear River Canal Co.
Trevor J. Nielson, Bear River Canal Co.
Chris Slater, J-U-B Engineers
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MINUTES OF THE
BOARD OF WATER RESOURCES MEETING
January 31, 2019

Chair Norm Johnson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  Board member Randy Crozier was excused from the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Lemmon moved that the minutes from the December 6, 2018 meeting be approved.  Blaine Ipson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

WATER SUPPLY REPORT

Troy Brosten gave the water supply report.  He said this year has been a surprisingly normal year.  He showed maps of snowpack totals statewide.  All basins are well within or above average for snowpack.  Precipitation is also looking good – pretty much average or better across the state.  Currently SWE (Snow Water Equivalent) across the state is almost 10 inches.  He discussed each basin and compared current data to last year’s record.  Soil saturation looks good for an efficient runoff – a little bit lower in the Bear, Weber, and Ogden basins, but improving as you go south.  Reservoir storage is currently at much lower levels than we normally see on average, which is not a surprise considering how low the reservoirs got last year.  The smaller reservoirs that are dry or close to dry will hopefully see a nice rebound.  Looking forward, NOAA predicts above normal precipitation for all of Utah for the next 10 days and equal chances for the next three months.  

FEASIBILITY REPORTS

#RE417  Peoa South Bench Canal & Irrigation Company

Chair Johnson welcomed David Lake and Brian Deeter to the meeting.

Jacqueline Pacheco gave the report.  The project is to replace the current canal system with pipe, and add a fish-friendly screening structure, metering station, and underwater micro-hydro turbine station.  

Mr. Lake said they will try to go without the HDP pipe and obtain easements across people’s property at the top of the system because the people there are sad to lose the canal.  The company has been in negotiations with those people and has talked with Weber Basin WCD; the plan is to put the excess water back into the old canal for that distance where the HDP was to go and then return the water saved back into the Weber River below the Provo diversion. That will also help cut costs.  The applicant has raised the assessment significantly to start banking some money to help defray their cost-share portion.  It’s a headache but they need it – they have about a 48% water loss through the canal.  Also, the canal goes through neighborhoods and is a safety concern.  The applicant is negotiating with the town for its participation in the project.  It is currently watering its properties with culinary water and if the applicant could deliver some secondary water perhaps the town will participate and could share in the cost.

Kyle Stephens made the motion to authorize 44.5% of the project cost up to $1,000,000, and that the project be purchased at 0% interest over 25 years with annual payments of approximately $40,000.  Charles Holmgren seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

#RE421  West Cache Irrigation Company

Mike Spackman, Randy Udy, Sid Munk, David Larsen, and Scott Archibald were welcomed to the meeting.

Russell Hadley gave the report.  The project is to replace 5.3 miles of the West Cache irrigation ditch with pipe, construct two pump stations, and install four flow meters and other appurtenances.  The applicant has received a $1 million WaterSMART grant.

Mr. Munk said they would like to request that the loan term be extended over a 30-year period to help the farmers out.  The soil is marginal in some areas.  They are already putting a lot of financial pressure on the farmers by doing the project.  The landowners are willing to sacrifice a lot of their annual income to make this project work because of the water savings.  Mr. Larsen said the lower half of the area is a clay soil, which is very difficult to work.  A longer repayment term will help those with bad soils to make their payment.  About 25-33% of the project area is in that condition.  Scott Archibald said they will need to purchase about ¼-acre for the pumping station, and no problems are anticipated with that purchase.  About 20% of the land covered is in Idaho.  The saved water will not be used on extended acreage.  Charles Holmgren explained what the repayments would be with various extensions of the contract.  He said typically the board does not go beyond 25 years for repayments.  Mr. Munk said they could live with a 25-year term if they had to, although Mr. Larsen said he didn’t know how much support there would be at that rate.

Charles Holmgren made a motion to authorize 60.7% of the project cost up to $2,125,000, and that the project be purchased at 1% interest over approximately 30 years with annual payments of $84,000.  There was no second to the motion.  Charles Holmgren then made a motion to authorize 60.7% of the project cost up to $2,125,000, and that the project be purchased at 1% interest over approximately 25 years with annual payments of $100,000.  Juliette Tennert seconded the motion and all were in favor.

COMMITTAL OF FUNDS REPORT

#RL582  Payson City

Russell Hadley gave the report.  The project is to upgrade and expand the existing secondary water system.  No changes have been made to the project since authorization.  New development is required to install meters on the secondary system; existing connections will be retrofitted so that every connection is metered.  The applicant will eventually charge for water, after a couple of years or so.  They will use data for information at first.

Steve Farrell moved that the board commit 85% of the project cost up to $8,985,000, and that the bonded indebtedness be returned at 1% interest over 20 years with annual payments of approximately $526,000 including reserves.  Jim Lemmon seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

Chair Johnson welcomed guests Eric Franson, Justin Atkinson, Joshua Palmer, Albert Rodriguez, and Janell Cook to the meeting.

SPECIAL ITEM REPORTS

#RE419  Draper Irrigation Company

David Gardner and Kent Ware were welcomed to the meeting.

Tom Cox gave the report.  The project is to install secondary irrigation water meters and appurtenances throughout the applicant’s service area.  Company planners recognize that water conservation is key to ensuring there is enough water to provide for build-out.  The applicant has received a $1 million WaterSMART grant for the project.

Mr. Gardner said they would like to be in the lead of getting their system metered.  The meters that have been installed to date have had quite a bit of success, as people pay for what they actually use.  They have had to wait for about seven years to find a meter that works well in the system.  The applicant has been around since 1888.  Mr. Ware said their board is fully aware of the project and supports the recommendation.  The meters have a 20-year battery life; the body is guaranteed 100% for 10 years and pro-rated over the next 10 years.  Paying for what you use is the only fair way to charge.  Juliette Tennert thanked the applicant for taking steps to be ahead of the game so people can have the information they need to make informed decisions.  Mr. Gardner said they want to put the information into the bill so people can see what they should be using and what they are using.  That is a tremendous aid in conservation.

Juliette Tennert made the motion to authorize the project and commit 66.2% of the project cost up to $3,000,000, and that the project be purchased at 1% interest over 15 years with annual payments of approximately $216,400.  Kyle Stephens seconded the motion and all were in favor.

#RE420  Bear River Canal Company

Chair Johnson welcomed Curtis Marble, Trevor J. Nielson, and Chris Slater.

Ben Marett gave the report.  The project is to install pipe and liner in the Hammond East Canal.  The applicant has received a $300,000 WaterSMART grant, and would like to begin construction as soon as possible this spring.

Mr. Marble said they had a shareholders meeting with 75% of shares voted in favor of the project.  The canal has been a problem for a long time and they hope to alleviate the problems to provide water to those at the bottom of the canal.  Mr. Slater said some water users are without water before the end of summer.  Some areas have a 42% loss of water to seepage.  A breach in the canal in some areas could be catastrophic.  The old canal diversions have aged out and will need to be rebuilt over the next decade.  This is a pilot program of sorts to see if the telemetry and automation system works well.  

Charles Holmgren declared a conflict of interest as a shareholder and beneficiary of the project, and recused himself from the vote.  Kyle Stephens made the motion to authorize the project and commit 50.9% of the project cost up to $379,000, and that the project be purchased at 0% interest over 10 years with annual payments of approximately $37,900.  Blaine Ipson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

LAKE POWELL PIPELINE REPORT

Joel Williams gave an update on the Lake Powell Pipeline project.  He said the response period for comments ended January 3, 2019, but since that was over the holidays, we requested a 15-day extension, and the final response was submitted on time on January 18, 2019.  It is about an 80-page document plus attachments.  We updated water use numbers to be the most current available; did an analysis to determine agricultural water availability; responded to questions on conservation and its potential achievement; and answered questions regarding the economic feasibility of the project.  A lot of effort went into the response and we are happy with what we did.  We anticipate that work on the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will now begin and the draft EIS should come out sometime this summer.  Another public comment period will follow that, and the final EIS could be out possibly by the fall of 2020.  

In other efforts, the Bureau of Land Management is working on a resource management plan amendment, as discussed in previous meetings, as well as working on a Section 106 agreement regarding cultural resources and historic properties to determine how everyone could work together to mitigate possible impacts to those resources.  We met last week with the Army Corps of Engineers with a request for help with the 404 Permit.  We also met with the Utah Division of Water Quality for a 401 certification to address any water quality impacts.  We have been working with the Fish & Wildlife Service as well, to finalize the biological assessment for the EIS documents, and we are close to finalizing that.    




PLANNING REPORT

Craig Miller gave a report on the creation of water budgets.  The Planning Section uses this information for river basin planning.  They try to get water use data for all the river basins in the state, and create computer models for each of 52 subareas.  They then analyze the data and produce reports that can be queried by county.  Data are used for basin and statewide plans, to determine how much water is diverted for agriculture vs. municipal and industrial purposes, and trends can be seen within seconds.  The data are also used to create graphs and charts.  The Division shares the data with the Western Area Data Exchange so others can access and use it as well.  It has been used for models, like the model for the Great Salt Lake.  It can describe depletions throughout history.  It includes reservoir data for close to 150 Utah reservoirs.  It supplies answers to questions by researchers needing information.  It is used also for interstate agreements and compacts.  The data are obtained from many water use numbers, including crop demand and shortages, and we can determine water depletion for various crops (alfalfa is a huge water user).  It is great for figuring out where we are and what we can do in the future.  We incorporate precipitation amounts and temperatures, region specific crop coefficients, groundwater conditions, stream flow, inflow/outflow from reservoirs and canals, and other sources in our data bases.  Water budgets will be changing very rapidly to accommodate new data sources and ways of doing things.  Future versions should be able to provide forecasts for the changing climate and population.  Cloudseeding impact is not part of the budget at present.  We share data with Water Rights, but there is not a reason to think it will be used for adjudication.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Millis thanked Mr. Miller for his presentation, and said his team does a great job.  He also thanked Steve Farrell for his service on the board.  He has been a great board member, very knowledgeable and very well connected.  

The recommended changes to the board’s funding guidelines are ready for implementation.  Juliette Tennert said there has been a tremendous amount of work done by staff to come up with the recommendations and she commended them for their thoughtful analysis.  Jim Lemmon made a motion that the board adopt the changes to its guidelines as recommended and direct staff to update the existing administrative rules accordingly.  Kyle Stephens seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

SLIDE SHOW PRESENTATION

Marisa Egbert gave a slide show presentation on the Ephraim Tunnel restoration project.

Meeting adjourned at 2:55.
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