Hatch Town Board Meeting

February 27, 2019
Town Board Present:

Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Tony Dinges, Chad Justus, Jim Kabonic & Russell Riggs
Public Present: 

Raquel Thompson, Guy Thompson, Sr. Guy Thompson, Robert Entis & Justin Christensen
Staff Present:  
1. Meeting Called to Order
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kevin Eldredge. An opening prayer was offered by Mayor Eldredge and Councilor Dinges led those present in the pledge. He was called out for work and had to leave the meeting and appointed Councilor Dinges to run the meeting.
2. Approval of January 17, 2019 Previous Minutes
Councilor Justus motioned to approve the motion and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review January  Invoices, checks & financial report
The invoices were reviewed by the Council
4. Public Hearings

4.1 Transient Room Tax
Jean Gottschalk wanted to comment over speaker phone regarding the Transient Room Tax.  Mr. Gottschalk owns three properties in the area, two properties that are within the town limits.  He is very happy to hear about this proposal and fully supports the transient room tax.  He will not be paying for this, the cost will be passed on to his customers.  This will not keep any of his customers from the nightly rentals.  He thinks it will be good for Hatch to get revenue from this and make the town more attractive for the visitors that rents his homes.  He likes the new signs that the town put up and would like to see this money used for main street improvements which in the long term would help attract more people to town.  He is very supportive and happy about this.  He is happy to pay the tax.  The council thanked Mr. Gottschalk for calling in.  Councilor Kabonic is concerned about the startup date.  He already has 100 reservations for the next year.  He would like to see the startup date moved back so individual property owners don’t have to pay that expense out of pocket this year.  Councilor Justus agrees with that so that the business owners do not have to foot the bill out of their pocket.  He suggested waiting until October or November or go with January 1st of next year.  Councilor Dinges suggested going with November, if we put it to January 1st of next year would it be the same problem?  Mr. Gottschalk says there is a paragraph that says the tax needs to be remitted to the Hatch Treasurer.  It would be a lot better if the tax was collected by the state online like the taxes already submitted.  Councilor Riggs said the state will collect it and then will disburse it back to the town.  It is state law that the state collects the taxes, there was a letter from David Church, attorney, from the ULCT.  Raquel Thompson questioned that the town treasurer can look at the books from time to time.  She also checked with David Church and he said the state would send an auditor down at the request of the town.  The town treasurer will not be auditing books of businesses in town.  Mrs. Thompson would like to have the ordinance rewritten and clarified to note those changes.  The council was wondering about the time line for the ordinance.  The town’s fiscal year ends June 30th so they were wanting to have this in place before the fiscal year ends.  If the town is going to wait then they can just plan on this tax in next year’s budget.  If the town is postponing until January 1st then they have until November to get it all straight. Bob Entis asked what the town was planning on using the money for.  Councilor Riggs said that the town can use the tax for anything that they want to use it for.  The resort tax has to be used for specific purposes, but the transient room tax can be used anywhere that they would like to use it.  Right now the businesses pay the county 4.6% transient room tax already.  The town is going to table this for now and make some changes to the ordinance and prepare it to adopt in November.  Mr. Entis fully supports the tax.  He would like to see some of the town improvements come all the way out to his business on the south end of the town pass the turn.  Mr. Entis asked about South Central and how the construction would affect his business.  Councilor Dinges thinks it would only be about 3-4 hours and the fiber will be in.  Councilor Justus read the article from Boulder in the Garfield County Insider who is trying to raise their transient room tax.  Raquel Thompson said the businesses are going to be fronting the tax, she is requesting that the town offer a few things for guests to do here when they check in.  She suggested getting a grant to connect to the Red Canyon Bike Trail or property next to the river with fishing available or places to launch their kayaks or maybe even a sign for the DUP museum.  She suggested hiring someone to write grants for the town.  Councilor Dinges said the town did talk about having a grant writer in the past.  There has been a discussion about it before but no one was ever hired.  There are 5 businesses in town who really struggle finding employees to work for them.  She would like the town to look in to grants for low income housing to make it available for employees to work here in the town.  It was a big struggle for the towns and the businesses owners could really use that support.  Our county commissioner Jerry Taylor is aware of that and looking in to some housing for the county.  Mrs. Thompson read a good article about it happening in Moab last year where they built some housing to help out the businesses in keeping employees in town.  Councilor Kabonic hopes that with the revenue that this creates the town could do some of these things that Mrs. Thompson suggested.  He also feels that it would be great to get a grant writer if the town can find someone to do it.  Mrs. Thompson suggested posting a notice in the newspaper or at the post office for someone to apply.  Mr. Gottschalk mentioned that he has had luck finding free lancers on a website called Upward, the town may be able to find a grant writer there.  The council decided to table it until it could be rewritten and the dates checked on.
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Guy Thompson – Hatch Town Dam
Guy Thompson Sr requested some time to talk about the Hatch Town Dam.  He feels that each generation owes it to the next generation to do something for them.  He grew up in Cannonville and volunteered to take the EMT training to help out there. He served as a scout master and used his EMT training to help a young scout.  He was elected as the youngest Garfield County Commissioner.  He was able to get repeaters put in for TV and radio service.  The number one comment he received as county commissioner was that people wanted jobs to be available in the county for their kids to come back and live here.  He made a deal with the governor in 1980 to get water for the area and in return the governor asked that he set up a planning & zoning commission for the county to clean up all the rundown buildings that people complained about on the way to Bryce Canyon. Councilor Kabonic said that dam has been approved by the government and Delta stopped it from being built.  The governor did work with Mr. Thompson on having 6 feasibility studies done on water.  If the town wants to do this Mr. Thompson will come with the town and approach the county commission and go back to the governor and let him know what happened in the past.  He tried to get a water and power commission going like the planning & zoning before he was done serving as a commissioner.  If the town does the planning now and gets the permits now then they will have a negotiating card for the future when regulations become stricter.  The county was approached to have some hydro- electric power plants and did not give the permission.  He suggested doing something like this with the Hatch Town Dam to make a marketable project.  Councilor Riggs said the irrigation company has tried for years to get something going again with the Hatch Town Dam, the state has not been willing to talk about it because of federal regulations.  The best thing that would come out of it would to be a great fishery.  The irrigation company offered to give the surplus water to the state of Utah fisheries of they would put in the Hatch Town Dam and they cannot find anyone in the state to give them the light of day.  Mr. Thompsons suggested that the present governor be approached to see if he will honor the previous agreement that was made.  It needs to start with Hatch.  Councilor Riggs asked what the market would be for the power.  Councilor Riggs suggested that it would be best to come from Garkane that could market the power.  Mr. Thompson stated that if the town wanted his help or if it was something that they wanted to pursue to let him know.  He thinks a hydro- electric plant would create 10-12 full time jobs in the area.  Councilor Justus could see that in the future some may be interested in green energy with a hydro plant.  Mr. Thompson suggested approaching the community impact board at the state to have some studies done through the governor.  The council thanked him for his time.

5.2 Paula Wilcox Letter of Credit 
A letter of credit was provided by Dominion Energy with no delinquent or late charges on their bill.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve the letter of credit and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.


5.3 Open & Public Meeting Training
The council will do this next month since Mayor Eldredge or Jacie Torgersen were not there.

5.4 Conflict of Interest Forms for Town Council
The conflict of interest forms were not available for the council to sign so they will be on the agenda next month.


5.5 Planning & Zoning Appointments
The council has to do appointments yearly for the planning & zoning.  Councilor Riggs motioned to keep those available on the planning & zoning appointments in their current terms and current appointments.  Councilor Kabonic made the motion again and Councilor Justus seconded the motion.


5.6 Riverside Liquor License – Zina Chavers
An application has not been submitted for the liquor license.  Councilor Riggs had some concerns. He wanted to know if she has a business license there and she doesn’t have a current water meter there for the restaurant also.  There was also a big water leak there last month that will be disputed between the two owners of whose water it is.  As of Monday she still does not have a building permit for her building behind Tony’s Outpost either.

5.7 Community Center Use for Funerals
A request was made that the community center be made available for luncheons for funerals. The current rental fee is $150 with $100 being refundable.  Councilor Justus and Councilor Dinges thinks that there needs to be a fee charged for the building to be used.  Councilor Riggs thinks that if it is a person in the cemetery special service district the town should cut some slack for using the building.  It was used for Darlene Sawyer’s funeral luncheon last time and they cleaned it after their use.  He said there are some people who may not be in favor of having it at the church and this would be another option for them.  Councilor Kabonic said there is not enough room in the church to have it all set up so they have to tear the whole church apart to set the luncheon up while they are at the cemetery.  This is a community center and he feels that it should be available for the community.  Councilor Dinges feels like it is a gray area.  The council suggested that maybe a $50 deposit could be paid and then it could be refunded.  It would have to be someone that had lived here not someone that moved away 50 years ago.  Councilor Kabonic suggested to table it until Mayor Eldredge and Jacie Torgersen were present and to get some input from Russ Torgersen who maintains the building.


5.8 UMCA Training Jacie Torgersen
Jacie Torgersen applied for and received a scholarship to attend the training.  She is requesting that the town pay for the motel room and dinners.  Councilor Justus motioned to approve and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.


5.9 Changes to Business License Ordinance
The county made some changes to their business license ordinance and wanted to know if the town wanted to change theirs at all.  The council doesn’t remember receiving a copy of it so they will discuss it next month.

6. Ordinances

6.1 2019-02 Transient Room Tax Ordinance
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
January 2019 918,200 gallons from well #5.  There were 3 frozen and broken meters in January:  Nick Ramsay, Charlotte Lane & Mugwumps.  There were 2 leaks at the Hatch Station and Riverside Campground.  Riverside was a 200,000 gallon leak.


7.2 Fire Department-
There was not a meeting held this month because Russ Torgersen was busy plowing snow.  Mr. Entis wanted to know if the fire department offers sandbags or anything.  Councilor Dinges said there was a pallet of empty sandbags in the fire shed.  If they are still in there a member of the fire department can get them for him.


7.3 Road Department- UDOT Meeting March 27th
Councilor Riggs will try to attend the UDOT meeting on March 27th.  Justin Christensen was here from Ensign Engineering and they are planning on attending.  They want to pin UDOT down about getting help for the main street project.  They are hoping to come early to have a chance to discuss things with them.  There have been a few things discussed and offered through UDOT but nothing has become of it.  The town is going to have a hard time coming up with money for their portion of the project.

7.4 Parks & Recreation-

7.5 Grants-


7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission


7.6.a  Planning & Zoning Development Standards
Mr. Sawyer just got a new computer, he will have the standards ready for next time.


7.6.b Gib Clark Subdivision
Kurt Sawyer said that the planning & zoning commission met and reviewed the Gib Clark subdivision and recommended the town approve it.  The changes have been made for the road to go up through.  He needs to bring the plat in for the mayor to sign.  Councilor Riggs motioned to approve it and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

8. Unfinished Business

9. New Business
Brian Bremner, County Engineer called. He has contacted Bryce Canyon City, Panguitch and Hatch.  The county would like to hire someone to do prairie dog control this summer.  He would like the communities to contribute money for trapping and relocating them instead of waiting for the federal government to do it.  The council did not feel favorable about this option.

Mr. Entis would like to be on the agenda for next month for a charging station and also if a windmill is an option around here.  The council suggested that he approach the planning & zoning commission about the windmill.  He will need to contact Garkane Power about it and Councilor Riggs doesn’t think he would need a permit from the town.  The council thinks he would need to get a permit from the county building inspector for it.  If this is the case he would also need to get a permit from the town.  There is already a single phase meter box available that he could use to do this.  They suggested going to talk to the county building inspector for more information.
10. Adjournment
The next meeting will be on March 20th.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to adjourn and Councilor Justus seconded the motion.

jjt
1

